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PASTA AL POMODORO 

WITH HOUSE MODE MEATBALLS OR SAUSAGE 

PENNE AL FORNO 

ARTICHOKES, MUSHROOMS, GARLIC, 

LEMON, RICOTTA, AND CREAM 

CHICKEN MARSALA 

SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST, MUSHROOMS, 

SHALLOTS, BUTTER, OLIVE OIL, AND MARSALA WINE 

AND MORE. ..SIMPLY DELICIOUS 


802.660.9533 

nikavt.com 
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DRINKS 


Burlington, VT 


ITALIAN 
COMFORT 
FOOD 


WILLISTON 


NEW TRATTORIA 
INSPIRED MENU 


Monday -Saturday iiam- opm Monday- Saturday nam - close 

Sunday Noon -5 pm Sunday Noon -close 

ihreepennyiaproora.com | 108 Main Street, Montpelier VT | 802.2a1.TATS 


live healthy. 0' 

eat 

like a 

mediterranean. 


bold mediterranean flavors & wine bar 


taste of church street 


ECCO JEANS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 

J BRAND 
PAIGE DENIM 
7 FOR ALL MANKIND 
CITIZENS OF HUMANITY 
AG JEANS 
JOE'S JEANS 

TRUE RELIGION Ecco Clothes 1 81 Church S 

DL 1961 eccoclothesboutique. 






Join us for Peak 


Experiences 

SPRING 2013 ARTS CENTER 



VTartists 


Audrey will be joined o 


AUDREY BERNSTEIN 
LOVES BLUE: 

The Debut CD Release Event 
SATURDAY, MAY 18 - 7:30 PM 

Audrey's music is a stylized mixture of 
jazz. Her voice has hints of Julie London, 
Blossom Dearie, Chet Baker.and even 
a little Sinatra, but dearly it's her own. 
stage by John Rivers on bass, Caleb Bronz on 


drums, and Peter Krag on piano. 

LESLEY GRANT- Belle Pines 
SATURDAY, JUNE 8 - 7:30 PM 

Singer/songwriter Lesley Grant has the soul 
of a wandering minstrel. She's played with the Austi n country/bluegrass 
band Southland, as well as bands in California, Wyoming and Hawaii. 


Peak VTarti sts Series sponsored by: 


E 


Films 



PAUL MCCARTNEY 
ROCK SHOW: from WINGS 
OVER AMERICA tour 
SATURDAY MAY 25 - 7:30 PM 

World premiere in London on May 16 of this 
1980 concert film by Wings, filmed during 
their 1976 North American WINGS OVER 
AMERICA tour. The film includes an exdusive 12-minutes prerecorded 
interview with Paul McCartney. 

HAYDN'S "THE CREATION" 

SATURDAY, JUNE 1 — 7:30 PM 

Considered by many to be Joseph Haydn's 
masterpiece, "The Creation" is an epic oratorio 
written between 1796 and 1798. It depicts and celebrates 
the creation of the world as described in the biblical Book 
of Genesis and in Paradise Lost. 



spruce Peak _ .. , _ „ . . , 

r For tickets: SprucePeakArts.org 

PERFORMING „ „ 3 

Arts Center Box office: 802-760-4634 
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PIS 

SMOKED MEAT * LIBATIONS 


* 


★MYSTIC* 
BREWERY 

SATURDAY, MAY 18TH 

ALL DAY* NOON TO MIDNIGHT 



23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont 
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CITIZEN CIDER BRODOWN 


“Do your civic duty” and join the good folks at 
Citizen Cider in celebrating the release of their 
Americran on draught! We’ll also have bRose and 
Unified Press on tap with growlers of Dry Hopped 
cider. Plus cider-infused dinner specials to add that 
extra apple kick... 

Visit our website to see what's coming up next! 

GuildandCompany.com 

1633 WILLISTON ROAD, SOOTH BURLINGTON. VT • 803.487.1207 







Dodge Studio Arts 

NOTECARDS & PRINTS 


1 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON • KMMSTUDIO.COM • 862.8752 


._J Maple 


THANK YOU! 

to all our patrons for letting us share our creativity 
and our enthusiasm for art with you. 

Silver Maple's retail doors at 129 St. Paul will close on 
Saturday, May 25th, but our online studio, Dodge Studio 
Arts, will continue to offer the Dodge's original prints, 
including our special line of Vermont photos. 

For the past 14 years, our family has enjoyed operating 
a successful downtown gallery and lamination service and 
we're excited now to be growing our own line of imagery. 
Come check us out at SilverMapleEditions.com 
and Dodge Studio Arts. 

To celebrate our new venture and the closing of our 
retail gallery, we are now offering a 50% sale 
on all of our ready-to-go art work, prints, 
gift items and notecards. 

Join us for a closing party on Saturday, May 25th, 
during the Farmer's Market. 

Silver Maple's fine-art lamination service will continue 
at PhotoGarden, 10 Dorset Street, South Burlington, 
at the corner of Williston Road. 


0 BURLINGTON 864.7899 COLCHESTER : 863.2653 
Q SHELBURNE : 985.3483 ST ALBANS : 527.0916 


DanformShoesVT.com 


MONTSmMM STUDIO IS M.OV’lKlGj/ 

TO 129 ST. PAUL STREET (3 doors from Flatbread on City Hall Park) 

rAOV’iMG SALE. AT UMlOM STATION 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 17 & 18, 10AM-5PM 
SUNDAY, MAY 19, 11AM-2PM 

U1G1HTE.M OUR, LOAD/ 

HALF PRICE on many framed original watercolors! 

Holbien oil paint, metal paint box, art supplies, file cabinets, art books, 
stretcher bars, metal cabinet, gold leaf, card racks, unearthed oil paintings 
from the early 90's and African dance paintings from 1998. 

SEE ITEMS FOR SALE ON FACEBOOK AT MONTSTREAM STUDIO 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 


An Emotional 

Final Plea 

O n Monday. May 13, the Vermont legislature 

passed a bill decriminalizing possession of small 
amounts of marijuana. It was a moment Hardy 
Macta would have savored. But Macia, one of Vermont's 
pro-pot pioneers, died the same day, of Hodgkin’s lym- 
phoma. 

The 43-year-old software developer was a longtime 
Libertarian who wasn’t afraid of a fight; he once sued 
software giant Microsoft for trademark infringement 
over a program called *Pocketmoney u that he wrote 
in 2004. An Essex High School graduate, he started 
the now-defunct Vermont chapter of the National 
Organization for Reform of Marijuana Laws. When he 
ran forgovemor in 2004 against Peter Clavelle and Jim 
Douglas, his platform consisted of cutting taxes, lower- 
ing the drinking age and legalizing pot. His campaign 
banner at the 2004 Phish show in Coventry read, appro- 
priately, "Party Hardy." 

Macia moved to New Hampshire in 2007. as part 
of the Free State Project an organized migration 
of Libertarians to the state. He was active there in 
Libertarian politics, as a volunteer in Gary Johnson's 
2012 presidential campaign; Macia himself ran for a 
U.S. Congress seat. The Hodgkin’s diagnosis last August 
didn’t end his campaign. 

Macia helped pass Vermont's medical-marijuana bill in 
2004, and advocated for a similar bill in New Hampshire, 
which is now making its way through the legislature. 
Gov. Maggie Hassan recently pressured the state senate 
to strip language that would have allowed patients to 
grow their own pot. 

In his final days. Macia recorded a four-minute video 
from his hospital bed, which he posted to YouTube, 
urging Hassan to let patients like himself cultivate their 



own medical marijuana. Speaking in a whisper because 
of a collapsed lung, he explained that he sometimes 
used the drug to ease his pain or to get to sleep. “This is 
about the patients, and doctors." he rasps, "and having 
the medicine that the patients need." 

The video spread via social media, and drew atten- 
tion from the Huffington Post and the Concord Monitor. 
Seven Day s associate publisher Cathy Resmer noted 
It In an Off Message blog post on Monday. In a private 
Facebook message to Resmer that morning, Macia had 
said Has5an*s response to his impassioned plea was that 
she will "listen to all sides." 

Macia passed away hours later, surrounded by family 
and friends at his aunt's home in Westford, VL. according 
to the Concord Monitor. He leaves behind his wife, Heidi, 
and two stepchildren, the paper reports. 

Friends and fellow activists alike have posted remem- 
brances on Macia’s Facebook wall, "Rest in peace, Hardy.* 
wrote one friend. *We wil I never forget how you went out 
fighting. You have been such a positive influence on so 
many people— will miss you. man." 

Watch Macia's video at 7d.blogs.com/offmessage. 


facing 

facts 
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DEATH WITH 
DIGNI CIOE 

Whatever you call 
it, the end-of-life 
bill heading to the 
governor’s desk 
is historic — and 
concludes a decade- 
long legislative tight. 
A fight to the death... 


TELECOMMUNICA 



$33.5 million debt? 


* 

TOKE SIGNALS 

Pot isn’t legal yet, 
but possessing less 
than an ounce won’t 
be a crime once 
the governor signs 
the “decrim" bill. 
This bud's for you. 

© 

RAZE THE ROOT 

Vermont is ready 
to demolish the old 
state office complex 
in Waterbury, even 
though funds to 
build a new one 
aren’t secure. What 
could possibly 
go wrong? 


' 7 ^ 

$ 27,390 

That's the value of a cedar hedge between 
a Shelburne mobile-home park and 
million-dollar lake front homes that was 
cut down illegally, according to police 
quoted in a Burlington Free Press story. 
The suspect says he did it so his mom and 
her mobile-home park neighbors would 
have a better view of Lake Champlain. 

TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENQAYSVT.COM 


1. “Man Caves in the Green Mountains" by 

Ken Picard. From classic motorbikes to a 
rock-climbing wall. Vermont's "man caves" 
are eclectic — and yes, women are 
welcome, too. 

2. Taste Test: nika in Burlington" by Corin 
Hlrsch. Church Streets newest restaurant 
serves up Mediterranean-inspired fare. 

3. "The Vermont Syrup Rush Is On, but Is Big 
Maple a Boon or a Bubble?" by Kathryn 
Flagg. Foresters warn: Vermont's maple- 
syrup industry may be growing too big. too 

4. "Three Vermont Kitchens Get Makeovers" 

by Megan James. How three Vermont 
households transformed their kitchens 
from tired to trendy. 

5. "Burlington Ignored Its Livable-Wage 
Ordinance for 12 Years — Now What?" by 

Kevin J. Kelley. City officials are figuring out 
how to revamp the livable-wage rules that 
have essentially never been enforced. 



tweet of 
the week: 


©ShayTotten 
stops. nBTV nVT 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER QPSEVEN.DAYS 
OURTWEEPLE: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/TWm-ER 


USDA 100% Financing 

•You DO NOT need to be a 1st time home buyer • No Loan Limits 


• Low Monthly Mortgage Insurance 

• Other than VA, this is the only true 1 00% 
Financing program out there! 


PrimeLending 

A PlainsCapital Company 




• 640 minimum credit score 

• No Limit on seller contributions or gift funds 

• Owner- occupied only 



Barbara McHenry 

Mortgage Loan Consultan 
NMLS 142 


33 Blair Park Road Suite 202 | Williston, VT 05495 


© 201 2 PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Company. Trade/service marks are die property of PlainsCapital Corporation, PlainsCapital Bank, or their respective affiliates and/or suosidlarles. Some products may not he available in all slates. This Is not a commitment to lend. 
ResPictionsappIv All iightsreserved ‘ ‘ ttUB 




/.ESSEXOUTLETS.i 


All the lines 
you love... 

ReVive 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Merrier 
SkinCeuticals 
Kiehl's Since 1851 
bareMinerals by Bare Escentuals 
...and many morel! 


Mirr«r Mirror 

Corner of Main & Battery Streets, 
Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 
Locally £wned ~ Locally operated 
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SEVEN DAYS 


PUNNING WITH SC 


feed back 



HOORAY FOR 
RESTAURANT WEEK 

Just wanted to thank Seven Days for 
sponsoring Vermont Restaurant Week 
[April 26-May 5, 2013], We attended the 
“Real Cost of Local Food” panel, which 
was very informative, as well as having 
great food! It certainly raised awareness 
of our responsibility to support local 
foods in our restaurant choices and to 
encourage more use of Vermont-raised 
food. Hope to see similar events on your 
schedule next year. 

Glenna Copeland 

BURLINGTON 


TRANS FACTS 

In the May 1 “Facing Facts,” I saw that a 
recent important win towards LGBTQ 
equality got a little face time. I was sur- 
prised that tills news received one line 
and that the news was presented as only 
being related to “gender-reassignment 
surgery” when it is so much more than 
that. This new guidance for insurance 
companies will have an enormous, direct 
impact on the lives of trans* people 
and their loved ones all over Vermont, 
and it is vital that they learn about this 
change. I know people who have had to 
go without medically necessary surgery 
or preventative care, like pap smears, for 
years because of the trans* exclusions in 
their insurance policies. The bulletin that 
was issued makes Vermont the fourth 

TIM NEWCOMB 


state — plus Washington, D.C. — to say 
that denying medically necessary care to 
an entire class of people is unfair and not 
to be tolerated. This was the culmination 
of much hard work from the Shumlin ad- 
ministration, community members, and a 
group of organizations and activists called 
the Equal Care Coalition. It’s a story that 
Vermonters can be proud of. 

Jean-Denis Couillard 
WINOOSKI 

Couillard is the health and 
wellness program coordinator at 
theRU12? Community Center. 


BUDDY SYSTEM 

Just a quick word to Eva Sollberger — 
you did a fantastic job capturing Buddy 
and the amazing experience of riding his 
bus [Stuck in Vermont: “Buddy’s Bus," 
May 8]. It was a home run. I’m in awe of 
your skill! 

Catherine Brooks 

VERGENNES 


MONEY IN MAPLE 

[Re “The Vermont Syrup Rush is On, but 
Is Big Maple a Boon or a Bubble?” May 
8]: The comment "Tapping causes a dis- 
coloration in the wood that can reduce 
a tree’s value to that of pulp or fire- 
wood” makes complete waste of spalted 
maple’s financial worth. That “discolor- 
ation” is highly prized by knowledgeable 



WEEK IN REVIEW 


woodworkers. Some very high-priced 
guitar bodies are created from spalted 
maple. I’ve made a bed, tables, wine 
racks, business-card holders and pic- 
ture frames from that incredible wood. 

Spalted maple is created by fungus 
invading maple, as well as a few other 
woods. It creates gorgeous line draw- 
ings and colors within the wood. The 
tap holes themselves have been featured 
in paneling made from “worthless” 
100-plus-year-old heavily tapped maple 
trees, creating beautiful tableaus of na- 
ture's dark line drawings on the white 
wood of sugar maple. 

To use such nature-created art as 
firewood or pulpwood is a sin only pos- 
sible because so few are aware of the 
art available deep within a well-tapped, 
even abused maple. Give me your tired, 
no longer healthy maples, and I’ll sell 
you pieces with beauty you never imag- 
ined — for a lot of money. 

David Southwick 
BERKSHIRE 


LAKEVIEW LAMENT 

[Re “On Burlington's Lakeview Terrace, 
‘In-Fill’ Housing Leads to 111 Feeling,” 
April 24]: I grew up at 111 Lakeview 
Terrace, as did my mother. Back in the 
'60s, I played hide and seek with the 
neighborhood kids in the evenings until 
the lights came on. Twice our little street 
came under attack: first by the proposed 
circ highway, then by condo developers. 
It was my neighbor Lillian Carlisle who 
stopped both of those things from hap- 
pening. She would be horrified by the 
monstrosity of the complex at the end 
of Lakeview Terrace. The other day I 
came around the corner by the back lot 
of the COTS building. As 1 turned onto 
Lakeview Terrace and confronted this 
huge wall that blocked the sunlight, I 
felt like I was a rat in a maze! While I 
was in the Navy, I had an opportunity to 
visit several large cities; they all seemed 
hell bent on building higher and denser 
buildings. I came back to Vermont to 
enjoy the openness of our landscape. 
Progress doesn't always mean more. 

Elizabeth Abustan 
ESSEX JUNCTION 


LOST IN TRANSLATION 

I was surprised by a bit of illicit Latin in 
the latest Whiskey Tango Foxtrot [WTF: 
“What’s the point of giving honorary 
degrees?” May 8]. The common un- 
derstanding of “WTF” was rendered 
in Latin as “quid irrumabo.” Irrumabo, 
for those in the know, is one of those 
words that is either entirely omitted 
from Latin dictionaries or, when it is 


included, is often translated into French 
rather than providing students with 
language a bit too colorful. It is actually 
a verb for a rather specific act, which, 
for the sake of decorum, I will decline to 
translate. It is apparent from the link on 
the article’s webpage directly to Google 
Translate that the author’s source was 
less than academically sound. Many a 
first-year Latin student has learned the 
truth about Google Translate: Its Latin 
is pretty terrible. How would “quid ir- 
ruraabo” actually be translated? It is a 
question: "What will I...?” 

James Eberhardy 
STARKSBORO 


LOCK THEM UP 

[Re “Many ‘Prohibited Persons’ Still 
Have Guns Because Cops Have Nowhere 
to Put Them,” May 8]: If we were really 
interested in homicide prevention, these 
prohibited persons would be ankle- 
monitored or locked up. As your article 
points out: If they are going to murder, a 
firearm is a luxury and not a necessity. I 
have held the belief for years that, if you 
can’t trust somebody with a gun, you 
shouldn’t let them roam around free. 

JERICHO 


LET’S DANCE 

This is a great article [“Capoeira Packs 
a Punch with Dance, Music and Martial 
Arts,” April 10]. I am so happy to see 
capoeira and Fabio “Fua” Nascimento 
getting some publicity! He is a wonder- 
ful, welcoming person and, as high- 
lighted in this article, runs a great class. 
I encourage anyone who hasn’t tried 
some of the classes at the North End 
Studio to give it a go. From “hot yoga" 
and zumba to the African partner dance 
kizomba and Brazilian capoeira, this 
studio really represents the world and 
has something for everyone! 

Richard Voogt 
BURLINGTON 


SAY SOMETHING! 



Seven Days reserves the right to 
edit for accuracy and length. 
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organic snacks, chips, 
yogurts, cookies, 
foods for kids, soups, 
rice, bargain cheeses, 
close-out wines & new 
surprises everyday! 

, U at bargam fir . 


Chevre Blowout 

PsycheDillie, Fig, Herbs de 
Humboldt, Four Pepper, 
Garlic and Herb, Purple Haze 
and many more, 
$.99-51.99! 

L’Oustalet 
Organic Cotes 
du Rhone 

The Perrin Family delivers 
this well-balanced red 
blended with a dash of Merlot 
to add roundness and spice. 

A beauty at $9.99 

Discounted 
Vermont Products 

Salsa, Mustards, Crackers, 
Peanut Butters, Pickled 
Vegetables, and much more! 

Garage Sale 

June 3-9, mark you calendars! 

P .PIEESE TRADER S 
WINE SELLERS 

1186 ViliiUon Rd„ So. Bulinglon \T 05103 
(Next to tlie Alpine Shop) 

802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
Web & Mobile site: 
www.cheesetraders.com 



Red Square 

w Laughing «uf l«ud. 


WED 5/15 AARON FUNN BAND 7PM 
DJ CRE8 11PM 

THU 5/16 KEllY RAVIN 5PM 

COLLIN CRAIG CONTINUUM 7PM 
D JAY BARON 10PM/DJCRE8 10PM 
FRI 5/17 BUSINESS TO CONSUMER 5PM 
CHARUETHE MOST 8PM 
DJMIXX9PM 
DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 11PM 
SAT 5/18 HARD SCRABBLE 5PM 
DJ RAUL 6PM 
THE AEROLITES 8PM 
DJ SIAVROS / DJ MASHTOOON 11PM 
SUN 5/19 DUBBEST 7PM /DJ ROBBIE J 10PM 

MON 5/20 WOEDOGGIES 7PM 
is6 church Sfrccf, Burliwgfow 
Having a party? Renf f he blue r»W 
info/Predsquarevf.cowi 





What dp a fStfe&d CSiSHSi, 

an is6 .cream mail,, 
an engineer, a ranm 
and a grandma 

all have in ssntmen? 



»> AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR THE PUB 


F-35: A Citizens’ Hearing 


Thursday, May 30, 7pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church 



Burlington (top of Church Street) 

Featured Speaker: 

Pierre Sprey, Internationally recognized F-35 expert 
and co-designer of F-1 6 & A-1 0 jets 



F-35 FACTS 

• The F-35 has been delayed for over 
seven years due to many technical 
issues, costing tax payers $1.5 
trillion and counting. 

• Air Force says the F-35 is more than 
4 times louder than the F-1 6. 

• Air Force says the F-35 will put 
3000 Chittenden County homes 
into a noise zone the federal 
government deems "unsuitable for 
residential use." 


layman 's language. He can explain why the F-35 is a far cry from 
all the pie in the sky hype, and why it makes no sense to sacrifice 
our quality of life to make defense contractors richer" - Ben Cohen 


“Pierre is an expert who can go toe-to-toe with any aeronautical 
engineer and is also able to explain all this complex stuff in 

~ .. ...... roc ~ «... i- 


Other Speakers: 

• Ben Cohen, Co-founder of Ben & Jerry's 

• U.S. Air Force Colonel Rosanna Greco (ret.) 

• “Gramma" Carmine Sargent, 

South Burlington resident 

• Rabbi Joshua Chasan 


1 400 residential units in Vermont's 
most populated area would be in 
an extreme-risk crash zone of these 
nuclear capable planes. 

Former Adjutant General Dubie said 
F-35 basing would actually cause a 
net loss of jobs. 

A Pentagon official confirmed 
military brass “fudged" base 
selection results “so that (Senator) 
Leahy’s home state would win.” 


All are welcome. Please bring your questions and 
concerns. Let your voice be heard. 


SPONSORS: Ben Cohen, Peace and Justice Center, USAction, Vermont Workers Center, 
Save Our Skies, Stop the F-35 Coalition, Veterans for Peace, Burlington Ouakers, CPOC, 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, PAX Christi, Vermont Progressive Party 


For more information contact Chris Hurd, 802 238-5256 or www.stopthef35.com 
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SNEAKERS, THE ORIGINAL 
SINCE 1925, AND YOU’LL 
SEE WHY THEY’VE 
GROWN FROM AN 
ITALIAN FAVORITE TO A 
WORLDWIDE TREND 


SUPERGA 

PEOPLE’S SHOES OF ITALY 



A Priest, a Rabbi and a 
Horse Walk Into a Bar. 

A nd the bartender says, “Is this 
a joke?" No, it’s our inaugural 
comedy issue. 

In May 2011, 1 wrote a Seven 
Days article titled “The Quipping Point,” 
about how a fl edgling standup-comedy 
scene was beginning to fi nd its legs in 
Vermont. The declaration was based in 
part on the fact that more than 30 local 
comics were performing in the third annual 
GREEN MOUNTAIN COMEDY FESTIVAL . At 
the time, that was impressive. Using the 
criteria laid out in Malcolm Gladwell's 
The Tipping Point, a brilliantly executed 
book that examines social phenomena, my 
article less brilliantly argued that Vermont 
comedy had arrived. 

In retrospec t, my argument, if well 
intentioned, was a couple of years early. 

Then I was chronicling the birth of a 
comedy scene. Now it is growing up — and 
sprouting hair in unexpected places. 

For instance, consider that this 
year’s GMCF boasts roughly 100 local 
standups and another 20 or so improv 
comedians. The festival has quadrupled 
in size in two years. Then consider that, 
on any night of the week throughout the 
year, more than a dozen local promoters 
are presenting comedy showcases 
and open mics all over the state. That 
anyone even tried to run a comedy club 
in Burlington — ( I’m talking about the 
late, great Levity — ,says a lot about the 
increasing appetite for funny stuff in the 
Green Mountains. 

Our fi rst-ever issue devoted to comedy 
in Vermont takes di" erent routes to the 2 
punch line: Ken Picard interviewed JOSIE : 

LEAVITT, a veteran standup comic and * 

teacher and cofounder of the VERMONT 

COMEDY DIVAS. Leavitt employs standup to wa nfl ower, writes about pushing her comedian TODD BARRY, a highly regarded, more to come. And this week’s Seven 
isandfemale comfortlevelbyattendingimprov-comedy nationally touring comic who is headlining Days suggests you’ll want a front row- 
drop-in sessions at SPARK ARTS for the this year’s GMCF. He’s an amazing follow seat when it does. 


• •• 


connect with homeless te 
prisoners by teaching them to write 
jokes about their lives —jokes that begin 
with such setups as “So I was looking for 
a warm place to sleep last night..." And 
they’re funny. 

Margot Harrison, Seven Days’ associate 
editor, fi lm critic and self-professed 


past year, 

I profi led seven of thebrightestYOUNG 
COMICS working in Vermont. You’ll fi nd 
one-liners from them — and others who 
didn’t make it into the story — ( sprinkled 
throughout the paper. I also interviewed 


on Twitter. 

So has comedy really arrived in 
Vermont? Maybe. But what’s more likely 
is thatwe’ve been watching the opening 
act kill it, and the headliner has yet to 
take the stage. There is much, much 



Did you know 'krypton ite" is 
Latin for 'horses'? Yeah, that's 
a Christopher Reeve joke. 

CHICKY WINKLEMAN 


I don't like Aunt Jemima. I'd like to see a reality show where Paula Deen 

And no, it isn't because she's makes an upside-down cake, and, instead of using 

black. It's because she's fake. butter, she is torn apart by a pack of wild dogs. 
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ho knew Gov. peter shumlin 
was so scared of cutting 
taxes for 73 percent of 
Vermonters? 

Who knew the legislature's Democratic 
super-majority was so scared of Shumlin 
that it wouldn’t dare challenge him to veto 
such a tax cut? 

And who knew it would take just one 
blustery, fact-free press conference by the 
governor to scare House Speaker shap 
smith and Senate President Pro Tem john 
Campbell into submission? 

We learned these things last week 
as the Vermont legislature slouched 
toward adjournment and away from one 
final tax fight with their Democratic 
standard-bearer. 

It all began after Shumlin, Smith and 
Campbell came together in the governor’s 
ceremonial Statehouse office last Tuesday 
to announce that — lo and behold — they’d 
defused a long-standing budget standoff. 
Since they couldn't agree on which taxes 
they should raise to fill a $10 million 
budget gap, they’d decided to cut that 
amount instead. 

You know, by increasing government ef- 
ficiency and, uh, enhancing tax collection. 

But before the ink was dry on the 
deal, the chairs of the House and Senate 
tax-writing committees — Rep. janet 
ancel (D-Calais) and Sen. tim ashe (D/P- 
Chittenden) — were already scheming to 
work their way around it. Having spent the 
session seeking consensus on how to bring 
more equity to the tax code, they were re- 
luctant to abandon their tax bill — even if 
the state needed no new revenue. 

So they pitched a radical idea: Why not 
enact those same tax reforms in a revenue- 
neutral manner? Doing so, they said, could 
actually cut taxes for 220,000 people, while 
raising them for just 14,000 mostly wealthy 
Vermonters. And if they did it all without 
raising any new revenue, how could the 
governor object? 

But object he did. 

Asked last Wednesday whether he’d 
support such a plan, Shumlin said, "I have 
made very clear that the consensus that 
has been built in this building, which I 
have urged, is to not take action on tax 
policy, but to finish up the work that we 
have, balance the budget and get home.” 

Shumlin's protestations notwithstand- 
ing, Ancel and Ashe had an ace in the hole. 
Attached to their tax bill was a funding 
mechanism for Vermont's health care ex- 
change, a prerequisite for accessing federal 
dollars. If lawmakers had decided to hold 
it hostage, Shummy would have had a hard 
time nuking the Ancel- Ashe tax plan. 

But to play that game of chicken with 


the governor, Ancel and Ashe needed 
the full-throated support of Smith and 
Campbell, who would ultimately be 
charged with selling the concept to rank- 
and-file legislators and the public — and 
rounding up the votes for a potential veto 
override. 

After meeting with Ancel and Ashe on 
Thursday evening in the Speaker’s office, 
Smith and Campbell emerged sounding 
amenable to their idea. 

“If we can actually put forward a plan 
that gives 200,000 or more Vermonters 
a tax cut — many of them middle-class 
Vermonters — I don’t think it’s right for 
us to dismiss that out-of-hand,” Smith told 
reporters lurking outside his office. 

SMITH AND CAMPBELL 
SPENT HALF A WEEK BACKING 
SLOWLY OFFTHEPLANK 

AND THEN -AFTER 
DELAYING ADJOURNMENT 
BYACDDPLE DAYS - SCURRIED 
BACK ABOARD THE SHIP 

That set off Shumlin administration 
officials, who spent Friday scrambling 
to put the kibosh on the plan. And with 
a self-imposed Saturday adjournment 
deadline looming — and budget and tax 
bills in need of finalizing — Smith and 
Campbell had to decide whether to shit 
or get off the pot. 

As the afternoon faded away, Smith and 
Campbell holed up in the Speaker's office 
again with Ashe and Ancel, emerging an 
hour later to give reporters their answer: 
definitely maybe. 

Their message muddled, the dynamic 
duo alternately sounded like they were 
ready to fight and ready to cave. One thing 
was certain: They were extending the 
session through Monday; within an hour, 
they’d pushed it off ’til Tuesday. 

“Any option is still on the table,” Smith 
summarized. 

While legislators dallied about, Shumlin 
sharpened his knives. 

Minutes after Smith and Campbell con- 
cluded their remarks, the governor’s staff 
summoned reporters to his ceremonial 
office for a response. 

“Welcome," Shumlin said as he saun- 
tered into the office, pointing to an array of 
candy. “We have M&Ms — tax free, so far.” 

Then the governor lit into the tax 


proposal, saying half a dozen times that 
lawmakers were raising income taxes “on 
the fly" when they'd be better off giving up 
and going home. 

‘Tve only heard about proposals. I 
haven’t seen ’em. But the last thing we 
should be doing is raising income taxes, 
changing our income tax system on the 
fly, at the last minute, when we don’t need 
the money,” Shummy said. “I’ve made very 
clear we should not raise income taxes. We 
will not raise income taxes. We must not 
raise income taxes.” 

A reasonable point. Except that the 
very foundation of the tax plan from Ancel 
and Ashe is that it’s revenue-neutral and 
actually cuts taxes for most Vermonters. 

Indeed, estimates provided by legisla- 
tive economists show that by capping 
income-tax deductions at two and a half 
times the standard deduction and setting a 
minimum tax rate of 3 percent — as Ancel 
and Ashe suggested — 72 percent of tax- 
payers pay less, while 5 percent pay more. 

For instance, 300 filers earningbetween 
$500,000 and $1 million a year would 
pay $5350 more in taxes, while 56,250 
Vermonters earning between $25,000 
and $50,000 a year would pay $25 less in 
taxes. Not every working-class Vermonter 
would pay less and not every 1-percenter 
would pay more. But, by and large, the plan 
shakes out to be pretty progressive. 

Shumlin wasn't about to let the facts 
get in the way of a solid scare tactic. He 
kept saying the plan would raise “millions 
and millions” in new taxes, thereby violat- 
ing the agreement he struck earlier in the 
week with Smith and Campbell. 

How could a revenue-neutral tax bill 
raise taxes, you ask? Shumlin’s secretary 
of administration, jeb spaulding, stepped 
in to explain: When you apply the plan 
to 2007 tax year data — rather than the 
most recent data available, from 2010 — it 
wouldn’t be revenue neutral. It would 
bring in $7 to $10 million. 

That approach ain’t kosher, says Ancel, 
a former state tax commissioner. 

“We don't pick and choose the year that 
gives us the result that we want," she says. 
“I think once you start choosing what year 
you’re going to run things on, to me that's 
really a risky place to go.” 

While we’re at it, why don’t we apply it 
to 1929 tax year data? 

After the press conference, neither 
Spaulding nor other administration offi- 
cials would provide documentation back- 
ing up their claims. 

So why’s Shummy so scared to lower 
taxes on the vast majority of Vermonters? 

“His opposition suggests an unwilling- 
ness to let the legislature take credit for 



= GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


a reform that might have been his initia- 
tive," opined the Rutland Herald/Barre- 
Montpelier Times Argus on Sunday. “The 
only other reason for his intransigence is 
that he believes that protection of the pre- 
rogatives of Vermont’s wealthy taxpayers 
is a higher priority than lowering taxes on 
the great majority of taxpayers.” 

Lending credence to that theory 
was the horde of reliable capitalists in 
Shummy's stable who hit the phone lines 
over the weekend to pressure lawmakers 
to oppose the plan. 

“When they talk about 
fairness, I really question 
whether they’ve looked at it 
appropriately, because I think 
fairness is in the eye of the beholder," 
says david coates, a member of the influ- 
ential pro-business clique known as the 
“Burlington Bishops." 

After speaking with Shumlin and a 
staffer last week, Coates says he called 
“five or six" lawmakers to raise concerns, 
though he says he would’ve done so with- 
out hearing from the gov. 

“[Shumlin] just said, 'I’ve taken the 
position that I won’t support it,’ and I 
absolutely agreed with him," Coates says. 
“I called a couple people and said, “You 
better get a hold of your senators.’” 

By Monday, the fix was in. 

At lunchtime, Smith gathered House 
Democrats at a secret caucus meeting 
next door to the Statehouse to brief them 
on his decision to abandon ship. Later that 
day, he and Campbell held yet another 
press conference saying they’d decided to 
shelve the bill until January. 

Would the governor be any more 
inclined to tango next year — particu- 
larly without that health-care-exchange 
funding mechanism being held out as a 
bargaining chip? “I think he shares [our] 
goal and in 2014, in November, the voters 
are going to be happy that we’ve moved 
forward with [the plan],” Smith said. 

Got it. So as Shummy's heading into a 
reelection year and dialing for dollars, he’ll 
be rushing to subject his deep-pocketed 
donors to a higher share of the state's tax 
burden? 

Campbell added that he and Smith 
were reluctant to engage in “what you call 
The political fight’ with the administra- 
tion” because Vermonters are sick of “the 
constant fighting in Washington." 

“To me it sends a terrible message to 
our country — especially to our kids that 
are out there and hopefully one day will 
have our positions," Campbell said, some- 
what bizarrely. 

Perhaps the children would prefer 
their parents pay higher taxes because a 
couple of Democratic leaders were afraid 
to go toe-to-toe with a Democratic gov- 
ernor opposed to cutting taxes for most 
Vermonters? 

Fact is, Smith and Campbell never 
came close to fighting the good fight. They 
spent half a week backing slowly off the 


plank and then — after delaying adjourn- 
ment by a couple days — scurried back 
aboard the ship. 

Was there wisdom in beating a tactical 
retreat? After all, a veto battle between 
fellow Democrats would be an ugly affair 
— and neither Smith nor Campbell were 
assured of victory. If the Republicans 
sided with their gubernatorial comrade- 
in-arms, Shumlin would need just a few 
stray Dems to sustain his veto. 

Then again, that’s assuming Shumlin 
really had the cojones to veto 
a bill" cutting taxes on 220,000 
Vermonters and imperiling 
federal funding for the health 
exchange. 

Why not test him and see what he’s 
made of? 

When Smith and Campbell finished 
their press conference, Spaulding, who 
was listening intently nearby, said he was 
pleased to see the dynamic duo come 
around. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if the legis- 
lature and the Shumlin administration 
do reach common ground for some tax 
reform next year that lowers tax rates for 
all Vermonters," he predicted. 

Asked repeatedly by reporters whether 
the administration was ready to provide 
its analysis showing that the plan would've 
raised taxes across the board, Spaulding 
said his team would be happy to. 

“It is a reasonable question to ask,” he 
said. “I just think it’s basically old news by 

Right. As soon as the governor won 
the fight using a garbage-in-garbage-out 
analysis, those numbers were “old news." 

After plenty of prodding, Spaulding 
reached into his pocket and pulled out an 
email from tax-department consultant deb 
Brighton, who wrote that, indeed, apply- 
ing the plan to 2007 tax year data would 
raise $7.7 to $9.7 in new revenue. Helpfully, 
Spaulding suggested reporters call 
Brighton directly to discuss the numbers. 

Reached later, Brighton confirmed her 
analysis but said she'd been “reluctant” 
to provide those numbers, questioning 
whether it was the right approach to 
gauge the plan's impact 

“I think the problem is we can’t just 
look at 2007 and say that’s the way it’s 
going to be,” she said. “It’s a reason- 
able start, but we shouldn’t assume it’s 
representative.” 

But surely Brighton agrees with the 
conclusions the governor drew from her 
analysis, right? That it would increase 
revenues and raise income taxes? 

Not quite. 

“I see it as something that is basically 
revenue neutral and basically would lower 
taxes for most people,” she said. 

Old news, my friend. Old news. 

Disclosure: Tim Ashe is the domestic 
partner of Seven Days publisher and 
coeditor Paula Routly. 
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local matters 


Powder Trail: Tracing Vermont’s 
Heroin Epidemic to Its Sources 
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V ermont police report that a 
staggering amount of heroin 
is flowing into the state right 
now. But where are the drugs 
coming from? 

The cops say they’re from urban areas 
such as New York, Philadelphia, Lowell 
and Holyoke, Mass., Albany, and even 
Chicago and Detroit. Rutland Police 
Chief James Baker says a bag of heroin 
that sells for $5 in a big city can fetch as 
much as $30 on the streets of his city. 

On the evening of December 8, 2012, 
one suspected dealer allegedly led 
authorities right to his source. Using a 
warrant, Burlington police and federal 
drug enforcement agents traced the 
movements of Videsh Raghoonanan by Bulk heroin known as 

tracking his cellphone in real time. For "fingers," seized by 
six hours, they watched the signal travel ^SmeSdrugTrrest 
from Burlington down interstates 89, 91 
and 95 to New York City. 

The signal stopped at 1 a.m. near 
Ozone Park, Queens, a middle-class 
neighborhood best known for its 
horseracing track. Sixteen hours later, 
the cellphone started moving north 
again — tracing the same route back — 
until it arrived in Burlington shortly 
before midnight. 

When Raghoonanan exited the 
highway onto Shelburne Road, police 
were waiting in a surveillance car. He 
drove to an apartment on South Union 
Street, where 




“You can’t just keep arresting people 
coming in as runners. That won’t stop 
the problem,” says State Police Lt. 
Matthew Birmingham, commander of 


quantities of narcotics to upstate New 
York and V ermont. 

In March, state police stopped a 
Cadillac on 1-89 in Williamstown that 


authorities 
the dealer had 

they got out 
of the vehicle, 
Raghoc 


the VermontDrugTaskForce. “You have was allegedly returning from Brooklyn 
to dismantle the organization.” with 2600 bags of heroin in the trunk. 

U.S. Attorney Tristram Coffin has Authorities have also seized large quan- 
prosecuted dozens of individuals for tides of heroin in recent months from 

heroin trafficking in the past 18 months, out-of-state passengers traveling on the 
mostly using secretive grand jury pro - Megabus and in taxicabs, 
ceedings. His office is building complex “There are supply networks famil - 

cases — many of which rely on confiden- iar with Vermont down there,” Coffin 
acknowledges. But 

ing from Chicago, 
Boston and other big 


You can’t just keep arresting people 

coming in as runners.Tha Twon’T sTop the problem. 

STATE pOLiCE LT. MATThEw BiRMingh AM 


to custody and searched. 


According to court records, the cops drug suppliei 


found a 30-gram bag of cocaine 
cealed in Raghoonanan's buttocks and 
90 bags of heroin in the pants pocket of 
his cohort. 

Raghoonanan was apparently identi - 


Brooklyn has emerged as an epicen - 
ter of Vermont-bound heroin, and one 
neighborhood in particular appears to 
be a source point. In February, federal 
prosecutors in New York unsealed an 


fled by a customer who cooperated with indictment charging six defendants 
federal authorities in the hope of reduc - dru S rin S from the Bedford-Stuyvesant at least one that resulted in death. 


In fact, some of 
the most potent — 
and deadly — heroin 
in Vermont ap 

pears to have originated in the Windy 
City. Beginningin the fall of 2011, the 
Burlington police narcotics unit began 
investigating a group of individuals from 
Chicago allegedly trafficking heroin in 
Chittenden County. The heroin — known 
as “Chi town” or “Chi town dope" — was 
blamed for several overdoses, including 


ing his own sentence on drug charges 
And Raghoonanan, in turn, allegedly 
identified his supplier as a New York 
City man known as “Black.” 


i of Brooklyn with trafficking 
s. One of them was arrested in 
V ermont. Court records accused the 
suspects of making daily runs with large 


Turns out, Chi town dope also had 
ties to drug suppliers in Lowell, Mass. 
On April 10, law enforcement officers 
in Lowell staked out the home of a 
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person suspected of trafficking the 
potent heroin to Vermont. Police alleg - 
edly watched Chandara “Po” Sam leave 
his apartment and drive away in a gray 
Honda, and then trailed him to the 
Vermont border, where Vermont police 
took over the surveillance. 

According to police, investiga 
tors followed Sam to a McDonald’s in 
White River Junction, where they had 
prearranged a controlled buy with an 
undercover informant who allegedly 
gave Sam $5000 for a large package of 
heroin. Police arrested Sam after the 
handoff. When the cops back in Lowell 
executed a search warrant on the build - 
ing where Sam had been spotted, they 
allegedly found 30 grams of heroin, digi- 
tal scales, more than $40,000 in cash and 
a handgun. 

Burlington Police Chief Michael 
Schirling says Chi town is just one of 
several heroin varieties available on the 
streets. Each batch comes with its own 
“stamp” on the packaging, the chief 
explains, and different groups bring in 
different supplies. 

So far, gangs don’t appear to be bat - 
tling for turf in Vermont, according 
to Birmingham, the drug task force 
commander, who notes that there’s no 
sign of organized gangs such as Bloods 
or Crips. But he admits he can’t be 
sure because "people don’t wear gang 
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numbers.” Sometimes, he notes, people 
will pretend they’re in a gang to build 
their “intimidation factor.” 

“People will come into a smaller com- 
munity in Vermont and want to portray 
themselves as tough,” Birmingham says. 

Schirling has a different view on 
gangs. He says Burlington police have 
arrested suspects that have affiliations 
with inner-city gangs. Asked to elabo- 
rate, the chief says, “Can’t talk 
about that.” 

At least one alleged traf- 
ficker appeared to be worried 
about a rival’s heroin cutting 
into his market. Burlington 
police arrested Michael Vasquez, aka 
“Macho,” last fall for allegedly selling 
heroin to an undercover police infor- 
mant, and he is alleged to be the head 
of an organization that trafficked two 
ounces per week from New York into 
the Burlington area. 

In his affidavit of probable cause, 
Burlington Detective Sgt. Matthew 
Sullivan wrote that when he asked 
Vasquez about a competing distribu- 
tion group infringing on his franchise, 
Vasquez replied, "Maybe they’re 
making it hard for me to eat or me to 
make money if I was selling drugs or 
maybe like you said they getting in the 


way or whatever...” 

Baker of Rutland cautions that it’s 
simplistic to blame the heroin surge 
solely on outsiders. One of the biggest 
busts in his area implicated a Vermonter. 
On April 24, federal prosecutors 
charged Alan H. Willis II of Tinmouth 
with heroin trafficking, alleging he had 
been purchasing and selling 1200 bags 
a week since last June — or as much as 
38,400 bags of heroin over the 
past 10 months. 

Similarly, federal agents 
arrested Addison County 
native Justin Billings last 
summer as he allegedly at- 
tempted to sell 399 bags of heroin 
in Hampton, N.Y. When agents later 
searched his residence, they allegedly 
seized 6073 bags of heroin, $90,000 in 
cash, 10 firearms, ammunition and a 
2003 Ford Explorer with an electroni- 
cally controlled hiding compartment. 

Dispelling the urban legend that 
Amtrak is the conduit for Rutland’s 
heroin supply, Baker says he’s unaware 
of a single shipment that has arrived via 
passenger train since he took over as 
police chief in January 2012. 

“It would be easy to blame New York 
City," Baiter says, “but it’s much more 
complicated than that.” ® 
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Winners and 
Losers of the 2013 
Legislative Session 


BY PAUL HEINTZ 


P olitics ain't no game, but it comes with its fair share of winners and 
Isers. Each Friday on Seven Days' news and politics blog. Off Message, 
we try our darnedest to fi gure out which one's which. We call it " e 
Scoreboard. 

It's hardly a scientifi c process, but our goal each week is to provide a handy 
cheat sheet for those who don't spend the day monitoring #vtpoli on Twitter or 
hitting the "refresh" button on our homepage. 

Since this year's legislative session is wrapping up aSeven Days goes to 
press, we thought it would be a good time to rate the past four months of 
Statehouse action. 

So here you have it: the summary Scoreboard for the 2013 legislative session. 
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CORPORATE lobbyists— Some of the 
things legislators considered taxing 
this session? Meals, clothing, soda, 
bottled water, candy, cigarettes, vend- 
ing machines, cloud-based software, 
satellite television and more. For each 
of these, a nervous lobbyist —"or fi ve 
— could be seen pacing the Statehouse 
halls, trying to keep his or her clients 
out of the crosshairs of the legislature's 
tax -writing committees. In the end, 
nearly all were spared — thanks, in 
part, to the loyal assistance of Gov. 
Peter Shumlin, who went to bat 
for businesses big and 


LIBERAL SOCIAL ISSUB 

— In yet another 
tight budget year, 
liberals' greatest 

legislation that didn't 
a dime. Namely, three con- 
tentious social and legal 
issues that have been debated 
in the Statehouse for years: 
decriminalizing marijuana, 
granting driver's licenses 
to noncitizens and letting 
terminally ill Vermonters end 
their own lives. 

PETER shumlin— 'Two weeks 
ago, the gov wasn’t on our 
winner's list. Early 



the legislature rebu, ed his top 
legislative priority — a request 
for $17 million in new 
childcare subsidies — 
because lawmakers 
disagreed with his plan 
to payforitby cutting ‘ 
the Earned Income Tax 
Credit. But Shummy’s 
a strong closer. He cut a 
session-ending deal with 
legislative leaders to avoid 
new general fund taxes and 
held o. a last-minute e t ort to make 
the tax code more progressive. Which 
he apparently opposes. 

BIG WIND— Opponents of 
idgeline wind goto, to 
a promising start this 
year when the Senate 
seemed ready to 
enact a three- 
year moratorium 
in industrial wind 
power projects. But a 
strong and successful 

lobbying e ( ort by a coali- 
of business and 
environmental 
groups took 






Peter Shumlin 


JOHN CAMPBELL— He’s still no LB J, but 
Vermont’s Senate president pro tern 
earned an A for e, ort this year for 
(mostly) keeping his unruly chamber 
on time and in good working order. 
That’s a big change from last session, 
when the Windsor County senator 
nearly lost his job over complaints that 
he was disorganized and ine, ectual. 

What changed? New commit- 
chairs, a new majority 
leader (Chittenden 
County Sen. Phil 
Baruth) and, perhaps 
most importantly, 
newly hired chief 
of sta, Rebecca 
Ramos, who earned 
accolades for keeping 
the boss in line and 
mostly on-message. 


vtdigger.org— This was the ses- 
sion Vermont’s three-and-a-half-year- 
old online news outlet came into 
its own. With four fiill-time 
reporters — plus a semire- 
tired columnist — stalking 
Statehouse committee 
rooms, little happened 
under the dome that 
didn’t receive exhaustive 
coverage by the nonprofi t 
news org. While its jargon- 
laced copy remains a little too 
dense for the general reader. Digger 
is ably making up for dwindling print 
media coverage of the Statehouse. 

LABOR— Vermont’s labor movement 
failed to unionize childcare workers 
and deputy state's attorneys this 
session, but it won two huge fi ghts: 
Nonunion state workers and teachers 
will have to contribute to the cost 
of collective bargaining, and home 
health care workers now have the 
right to unionize, potentially creating 
the state’s largest collective bargaining 




SHAP SMITH— The House Speaker from 
Morrisville retained his iron grip on 
his Democratic super-majority — and, 
early in the session, used it e, ectively 
to counter Shumlin’s regressive tax 
proposals. Political observers noted 
that he was fi nally emerging from 
Shumlin’s long shadow and positioning 
himself for a future statewide electoral 
bid. That changed in the closing weeks 
of the session, when 
he appeared 
to bend to 
Shumlin’s 
will and 
sided with 
the governor 

over his 
own Ways and 
Means Committee 
chairwoman. 

LOW-INCOME VERMONTERS — In the end, 
Shumlin failed to fund his budget pri- 
orities by slashing Earned Income Tax 
Credit payments 
to low-income 
workers. And 
he achieved 

dling results 
in capping 
1 eligibility 
to the Reach 
Up welfare 
program. But 
a defining elememt of 

shift from “How can we help low- 
income Vermonters?" to "How much 
should we screw them over?” 


democracy— After a conservative super 
PAC spent more than $1 million in last 
fall’s election, lawmakers pledged this 
year to fi nally — fi nally! — reform the 
state’s campaign fi nance laws. They 
started out strong, but every week the 
bill became weaker, as legislators re- 
sisted subjecting themselves to tough 
new rules. By the time the bill missed 
its end-of-session deadline Tuesday, it 
likely would've increased the amount 
of money in Vermont politics — with- 
out doing much to increase transpar- 
ency. In the end, no bill might’ve been 
better than a bad bill. 
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DEMOCRATIC UNITY — After 

eight years of Republicar 
gubernatorial rule and 
his competent response 
to Tropical Storm 
Irene, Shumlin felt the 
Democratic legislature’s love 
during his freshman term 
relations turned frosty thi 
when Shumlin’s fiscal cen 
and Republican-lite rhetoric 
bumped up against the liberal 
Democratic mind-meld. The 
new regime harkens back to the ’90s, 
when former governor Howard Dean 
liked to tell legislators they 
were in “la-la land.” 



republicans — Despite 
the Democratic 
discord, Republican 
legislators 
failed to 
articulate a 

credible and coherent alter- 
native message. Thanks to 
theirbumbling leadership in 
the House and lack of unity 
in the Senate, the legisla- 
ture’s Republicans proved 
themselves as irrelevant as 
their diminishing numbers 


in control — Remember 
Sandy Hook? Vermont 
lawmakers sure don’t. 
After returning in 
January with tepid 
pledges to enact some 
sort of gun-law 
reforms, Vermont 
legislators quickly 
abandoned the notion. 

Shumlin’s utter refusal to 
consider new state gun laws 
di dn’t help the case. 


peter Galbraith — Fairly or not, the 
Windham County Democrat distin- 
guished himself this session as the 
Senate's most reviled member. His 
tendency to amend every bill, debate 
very motion and stick it 
o his colleagues 
left him the 



outspoken 
advocacy for 
strong campaign- 

finance reforms actually hurt his own 
cause, as his colleagues were looking 
for reasons to vote against him. 

the environment — A pair of studies re- 
leased at the start of the session called 
for significant new investment to clean 
up the state's waterways and weather- 
ize homes. But even a cameo appear- 
ance in the House chamber by climate 
rock star Bill McKibben failed to move 
lawmakers to fund those programs or 
provide more than a pittance to the 
Clean Energy Development Fund. 

And after the House passed legislation 
to limit lakeshore development, the 
Senate shot it down. ® 



Tom Marvin Windows 







local matters 


What the Frack? Middlebury College at 
Odds Over Addison County Pipeline Project 


M iddlebury College is 
viewed as one of the 
greenest academic in - 
stitutions in the coun - 
try, but its support for a proposed 
natural-gas pipeline in Addison 
County is putting that reputation to 
the test. Last week a group of stu - 
dents and faculty presented college 
officials with a petition demanding 
the school adopt a neutral position 
on the Vermont Gas Systems proj - 
ect. Adding to the awkwardness: 
Among the 1400 signers is the col - 
lege’s “distinguished scholar” and 
celebrated climate-change activist 
Bill McKibben. 

In response to the petition, 
Middlebury President Ron 
Liebowitz reaffirmed the college’s 
pro-pipeline position. In a pre 
pared statement, he said access to 
natural gas would offer Addison 
County residents and employers “a 
less expensive and cleaner-burning 
alternative to high-carbon fuel oil” 
while noting a “lack of sufficient 
alternative sources of comparable 


to, and understand, the arguments 
against the pipeline, we believe that 
they do not fully take into account 
the economic needs of the com 
munities around us,” Liebowitz 
said. “Ultimately, we believe the 

pipeline will contribute to the 

economic welfare of the region and 
that it would beunacceptable for 
us to stand in the way of real and 
measurable progress toward goals 
broadly shared in our community.” 

"Perfectly sensible" is how 
McKibben describes Liebowitz’s as 
nent of natural gas as a cleaner, cheap: 



alternative to oil. But the Ripton resident 


which refers to the goal of reducing 
atmospheric C02 to below 350 parts per 
million. In the same week Middlebury 
debating pipeline prc 


adds that its relatively lower C02 output the daily level of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere exceeded 400 parts per 
million for the first time in the history 
of scientific data collection. On 350.org's 
website, McKibben wrote in response: 

"We’re in new territory for human 
beings — it’s been millions of years since 
there’s been this much carbon in the 

whether the relentless rise in carbon 
can be matched by a relentless rise in the 


atthis point.” McKibben, who has gotten 
arrested for protesting the Keystone XL 
pipeline that would carry tar-sands oil 
from Canada to Texas, uses the same 
logic to argue against one carrying natu - 
ralgas from Colchester to Middlebury. 

McKibben is founder of the climate- 
activism group 350.org, the name of 


activism necessary to stop it.” 

Middlebury sophomore Anna 
Shireman-Grabowski helped gather 
signatures on the petition against the 
pipeline. The sociology major argues 
that substantial energy savings could 
be achieved by spending $92 million — 
the projected price tag of the Addison 
County pipeline — on weatherization 
initiatives instead. She notes that the 
company already prides itself on saving 
customers money through its existing 
weatherization programs. 

Carbon-neutral alternatives to natu - 
ral gas are closer to reality than pipeline 


r supporters claim, adds Middlebury 
| senior Cailey Cron. “There’s a lot 
s of potential in bio-methane,” Cron 
says, pointing to the college’s own 
plan to reduce its fuel-oil consump- 
tion by building a bio-methane 
plant. Generating natural gas 
using manure from nearby dairy 
farms and food waste from local 
businesses could save Middlebury 
640,000 gallons a year, according 
to college estimates. 

The student activists also 
note that much of the gas to be 
pumped through the proposed 
pipe will be extracted through an 
environmentally harmful process 
known as hydraulic fracturing, or 
fracking. In addition to potentially 
contaminating local water supplies, 
fracking releases methane, which, 
Shireman-Grabowski points out, 
is "about 21 times more potent as a 
greenhouse gas than C02.” 

Liebowitz, Addison County 
business leaders and reps from 
Vermont Gas Systems all acknowl - 
edge the fracking concern. But they 
say natural gas is still preferable to 
fuel oil. “I absolutely appreciate the 
environmental issues," says Robin 
Scheu, director of the Addison 
County Economic Development 
Corporation. “But I don’t see re 
ducing the impact of fossil fuels 
and use of natural gas as an either- 
or at this point in time. It should be 
seen as both-and.” She says fuel oil, 
which is much dirtier, remains the 
only feasible alternative to natural 
gas for the foreseeable future. 

Money is a major motivator 
for pipeline proponents. The pro - 
posal has virtually unanimous support 
from Addison County political leaders 
and businesses interest, such as Cabot 
Creamery and Goodrich aerospace sys - 
terns in Vergennes. The anticipated sav- 
ings from converting from oil to cheaper 
natural gas will preserve jobs and 
“maybe allow businesses to hire more 
people and to pay them a bit better,” says 
Andy Mayer, president of the Addison 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

One of Addison County’s largest em - 
ployers, Cabot estimates that switching 
to natural gas will save the company 
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$3 million a year. Homeowners who 
connect to the pipeline can expect tc 


ipend $1900 less annually for heating the route of a planned extension from 
loking, according to Vermont Gas Middlebury under Lake Champlain 




Systems. "In total,” company president 
Don Gilbert told the state’s publi 
vice board, “the project 
will reduce Addison 
County’s energy bills 
by over $200 mil- 


ENVIRONMENT 




r the ro 


the International Paper plant i 
Ticonderoga, N.Y. That second phase 
of the pipeline proj- 
ect, estimated to cost 
$50 million, has not 
yet been formally 


20 years.” 

Cutting energy 
costs “levels the 
playing field” 
between Addison 
County and areas 
with access to nat- 
ural gas “in terms 
of retaining and 
recruiting employ- 
ers,” adds Scheu, 
the economic 
development di- 
rector. She argues 
that availability of 
natural gas, which 
currently costs 
43 percent less 
than fuel oil, will 
enable her region 
to compete more 

effectively with Chittenden County, 
which has long offered businesses that 
cheaper energy option. 

In a recent editorial endorsing the 
project, the Barre-Montpelier Times 
Argus characterized the motivation of 
some opponents as “NIMBYism.” For 
evidence, the newspaper cited Addison 
Count}' landowners who express con- 
cern about their proximity to the buried 
pipe 

Vermont Gas Systems spokesman 
Steve Wark attributes worries about 
leaks and explosions to “unfamiharity’ 


AMONG THE 1400 
PETITION SIGNERS 
IS MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGES 
“DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOLAR” AND 
CELEBRATED CLIMATE 
CHANGE ACTIVIST 
BILL MCKIBBEN. 


Gaz Metro, has operated a pipeline 
in Chittenden and Franklin counties 
for the past 50 years without any seri- 
ous incidents, Wark notes. And there’s 
been almost no opposition to the com- 
pany’s extension of its existing pipe to 
Richmond and Enosburg, he adds. 

Resident resistance to the 
Middlebury pipeline project extends 
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proposed to the 
Vermont Public 
Service Board, 
which regulates 
the state’s utilities. 

Some op- 
ponents of the 
link under Lake 
Champlain argue 
that it will be 
of little eco- 
nomic benefit to 
Vermont. Wark 
notes, however, 
that International 
Paper has agreed 
to pay most of the 
cost of running 
the pipe from 
Middlebury to 
Ticonderoga. And 
that will bring 
natural gas 17 miles closer to Rutland 
County, thus lopping 15 years off the 
company’s original 25-year timetable 
for serving customers in the Rutland 
area, Wark says. 

Having access to natural gas will 
be “a game-changer for us,” adds 
Donna Wadsworth, a spokeswoman 
for International Paper’s Ticonderoga 
factory. That plant has the highest 
energy cost of any mill operated by 
International Paper, she notes. And 
while the factory’s 600 employees in- 
clude only about a dozen Vermonters, 
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with natural-gas pipelines. Vermont close to 20 percent of the wood fiber 
i subsidiary of Montreal-based used at the plant comes from Vermont, 


Wadsworth says. 

The public service board could rule 
on the Colchester-to-Middlebury proj- 
ect by the end of this year, Wark says; 
a favorable decision could turn on the 
gas by the end of next year. If the second 
phase is approved, International Paper 
could convert from oil to natural gas by 
the end of 2015. © 
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ST ATE o/t HECLVtS 


The Granddaughter of F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Weighs in on the Latest Gatsby 

BY MEGAN JAMES 


Lanahan even got on board with the 
3-D format, which she says gave the 
story a surreal, almost fable-like quality. 
"I think he got it just right," she says. 

As you might imagine, Lanahan has 
experienced The Great Gatsby in many 
forms: Garrison Keillor's all-day reading 
of the book at the Fitzgerald Theater 
in St. Paul, Minn.; Gatz, a seven-hour 
theatrical take on the novel; even a glit- 
tering, all-female, Rockettes-style inter- 
pretation by Tokyo’s Takarazuka Opera. 

As an adult, Lanahan has read her 
grandfather's work extensively. But she 
doesn’t remember much about the fi rst 
time she cracked the spine of his clas- 
sic novel. It was in an English course at 
Sarah Lawrence College. “I know I had 
to write a paper,” she says. 

By then, Lanahan had learned to de- 
ll ect the questions people often 11 ung at 
her once they discovered she was related 
to Fitzgerald, exchanges she says she 
found “deeply embarrassing.” In college, 
she says, "I was reading [Gatsby] in self- 
defense. I needed to catch up. People 
knew that I knew that I was related to 
it somehow, and I just needed to know 
what they were talking about.” 

She ended up designing her whole 
course of study at Sarah Lawrence 
around F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was the 
fi rst time she’d really learned about her 
grandfather, who died in 1940, before 
she was born. 

“My mother didn’t talk about him,” 
says Lanahan. “She had enough pres- 
sure coming from the outside. And she 
really resented it if we brought it up. It 
would make her mad and upset, which 
1 understand. We’ve all inherited that. 



dumped her to-go container of salad 
onto a plate and giggled as it spilled all 
over the table. 

Lanahan wasn’t just buttering up 
Luhrmann, the bombastic director 
whom she describes as “like a ring- 
master”; she really was impressed with 
the fi lm. After watching the trailer, 
she thought it would be “a thunderous 
movie on steroids,” she recalls. “It was 
going to be blasting music and having 
car wrecks, and everything was going to 
be over the top and exaggerated.” 

But at the premiere, Lanahan was 
“surprised the characters were so 
moving,” she says. “I liked Gatsby very 
much, and Carey Mulligan was just 
about right. She was sweet enough that 
you could see why Gatsby loved her. But 
she was also pretty hard.” 


W hen director Baz 

Luhrmann went on “The 
Colbert Report” last week 
to talk about his new 
adaptation of The Great Gatsby, he men- 
tioned that a “very regal woman” took 
him by the hands after the movie’s world 
premiere and told him she’d come all the 
way from Vermont to see what he’d done 
with her grandfather’s book. 

That woman was bobbie lanahan. 
an artist, animator and fi lmmaker, 
and the daughter of F. Scott and Zelda 
Fitzgerald’s only child, Scottie. 

"I told [Luhrmann] that I really liked 
it, and he was so bowled over!” Lanahan 
recalls over lunch at her Burlington 
home. “Now we’re pen pais. We’re writ- 
ing every other day.” 

Lanahan, who prefers not to reveal 
her age but coyly admits she’s 
over 60, is one of two trustees of 
the Fitzgerald estate, meaning 
she has a say in who is granted 
rights to works such 


she wasn't all that interested in the 
project and may have given the impres- 
sion that she didn’t approve. So he never 
followed up. Since the director made 
the movie in Australia — one of the few 
countries where the copyright does not 
apply — he didn't need to acquire rights, 
Lanahan explains. 

But Lanahan says over time 
she became excited about the 
production, and she wasn’t the 
her family to feel 


Great Gatsby and that she has a fi nancial thnt wa Y’ Her daughter, BLAKE hazard of 


stake in its reproduction and licensing. 
“We have to make decisions all the time 
about what’s going to be allowed, and 
what the terms are,” she says. 

Luhrmann reached out to Lanahan 
about four years ago when he began 
work on the fi lm. At the time, she says, 


the indie-pop group the Submarines, 
appears in some of the movie’s party 

As Luhrmann noted on "Colbert,” 
Lanahan is an elegant lady — but she’s 
also endearingly down to earth. During 
our lunchtime interview, she inelegantly 


GOOD-BYE, 
SILVER MAPLE 

BiLLand benedicte dodge have always 
believed that art should be affordable. 
It shouldn't be about spending great 
wads of cash but about, as Bill Dodge 
puts it, "lifting people up where they 
need it when they need it" 

' at's why in 1999 the couple 
opened silver maple editions in 
downtown Burlington, where they 
sold art prints, cards and books. ' ey 
wanted to offer an alternative to 
framing, which can be prohibitively 
expensive, so they specialized in fi ne- 
art lamination, or, as Dodge calls it 
"Silver Maplization." 

' e Dodges will close up shop at 
the end of this month and begin a new 



venture called 

DODGE STUDIO 

arts, through 
which they'll 
sell their own fi re-art 
photographs, as well as original prints 
by their daughter, artist Madeleine 
dodge. "We re kind of shopped out" says 
Bill Dodge. ‘We've been behind the 
counter for 14 years." 

But they won't leave the St Paul 
Street storefront without art. "We 
both felt really strongly about this 
place remaining a gallery space," 

Bill Dodge says. So they connected 
with Burlington painter Katharine 
montstream, who will move her studio 
and shop to the location next month. 


"She's a really talented artist 
who just really knows how to be 
successful," Dodge says. 

Before moving to Burlington in 1996, 
Dodge ran a bookstore in Montreal. 

'We got clobbered by the big-box-store 
thing," he says. "It was just murder for 
the book business." Around the same 


her aging dad, who lived in northern 
Vermont, could use extra help. So they 
moved to Burlington with a plan to 
start a gallery. 


"We wanted to run a mom-and-pop 
art shop," says Dodge. He knew that for 
such a thing to survive in Burlington, 
he needed a good location. After a 
year of searching, he connected with 
the Champlain Housing Trust, which 
had recently renovated the St Paul 
Street block across from City Hall Park. 
He liked the idea of selling affordable 
art beneath affordable-housing units, 
so he and Benedicte snatched up the 
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getting married? 


We’re all very shy. 

We'll talk to report- 
ers, but we don’t 
like being grilled by 
people close to us.” 

Lanahan says 
she can relate to 
the frustration her 
mother felt when 
people came to her 
seeking access to 
the literary giant. 

“My mother didn’t 
know what people 
wanted,” she says. 

‘“What do you 
want? I’ll give it to 
you. What is it? 1 It’s 
some inside something. 

But it's hard to deliver.” 

Still, Lanahan con- 
siders herself lucky. 

“There are so many 
horrible people we 
could be related to, and 
[Fitzgerald’s] a great 
one,” she says. 

With all the re- 
newed interest in 
Gatsby, Lanahan has been extra busy 
with the Fitzgerald estate. She’s been 
blown away by the enormous licens- 
ing agreements the new movie has 
inspired. Tiffany & Co., the Plaza Hotel, 
Brooks Brothers — they’ve all unveiled 
Gatsby collections. Tiffany even has its 
own trailer for the movie, in which the 
camera lingers over Daisy's bejeweled 
hand and zooms in, as Gatsby reaches 
out to the green light across the bay, on 
his pinky ring. “Which is, of course, for 


3 sale,” says Lanahan. 
s “I don’t know 
l how [Fitzgerald] 
■ would feel about the 
I marketing,” she adds, 
I and notes that her 
grandfather's book 
wasn’t well received 
until after he died. 
“He did need to make 
money. And a lot of 
his life was often busy 
with the problems of 
making money. He 
didn’t have enough, 
most of the time.” 

Lanahan has 
poured her creative 
energy into visual 
storytelling. She has 
painted portraits, il- 
lustrated children’s 
books, animated com- 
mercials and created 
films, including The 
Naked Hitch-Hiker, 
which won the 2006 
Goldstone Award at the 

VERMONT INTERNATIONAL 

film festival; and an animated docu- 
mentary about Alcoholics Anonymous 
called One Alcoholic to Another, which 
she made with orly yadin. 

She has also written a book of her 
own about her mother, called Scottie the 
Daughter of... The Life of Frances Scott 
Fitzgerald Lanahan Smith. "But that was 
a one-time thing,” she says. “I would not 
venture a novel, let me tell you. I know 
it’s impossible to get into that arena; he 
was too good." ® 



ITDLD [LUHRMANN]THAT 
I REALLY LIKED IT, AND 

HE WAS SO 
BOWLED OVER! 



Since then, the 
couple has run a successful art 
business, all the while carving out 
time to take their own photographs, 
some of which they currently sell at 
Silver Maple. As photographers, both 
Dodges are attracted to capturing the 
Vermont landscape — Lake Champlain 
sunsets, fields of windblown flowers, 
Christmas lights reflected on a 
darkened, rain-spattered Church 
Street. "It's all about the magic of 
light'' Bill Dodge says. 


jt excited 


The couple is sad to le 
behind. Dodge goes on, b 
about what lies ahead: more time to 
travel and hone their photography 
skills. 

Still want your artwork laminated 
rather than framed? The Dodges 
will continue to offer the service at 
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ST ATE of JHEClTtS 


Review: Saints & Poets Production Company’s 
The Witches Is an Inventive Ride 


THEATER 


BY ALEX BROWN 

T he SAINTS ft POETS PRODUCTION 
company’s production of The 
Witches hauls out a big trunk 
fi lied with theatrical e°ects 
and unpacks them all for our delight. 
Director KEVIN CHRISTOPHER 
and the energetic 13- 
member cast use everything 
from video to puppetry, plus 
a dollop of special e°ects, 
to present David Wood’s theatrical ad- 
aptation of Roald Dahl's story of a boy 
thwarting a group of witches. 

Now playing at the Black Box Theater 
at MAIN STREET LANDING PERFORMING ARTS 
center, the show follows young Boy after 
his parents die and he is raised by his 
charming, iconoclastic Grandmother. 
Grandmother warns him about the 
witches, whose central concern is rid- 
ding the Earth of children. Along with 
Boy, we learn how to recognize a witch 
thanks to a hilarious “spotter’s guide" 
fi lm that blends adult irony and kid- 
centric humor, a style that infuses the 
entire production. 

You may not want to scratch too 



deep at the subtext here. Dahl’s witches 
are women desperate to conceal their 
scabbed and bald scalps, their lack of 
toes and fi ngernails, and their creepy, 
blue saliva. Surface appearance and 
deception are their key 
preoccupations. Hidden by 
wigs and vapid charm, they 
pass among us, sni t ng out 
children, whom they are 
passionate about scouring o° the planet. 
Fits right in with Mother’s Day, doesn't 

Obviously, Dahl's story has to be en- 
joyed without any feminist deconstruc- 
tion. There’s no explanation for the evil 
that animates the witches, but there is a 
perfect hero ready to foil them. Accept, 
and enjoy, the hyperbolic characteriza- 
tions. In addition to witches, the show 


skewers overzealous pari 
children and lets stu° y lawyers, self- 
important functionaries and vain chefs 
annihilate themselves. 

A sense of fun infuses every aspect of 
the production. The gaggle of witches 
(KERRY CAMERON, EVA ESPENSHADE, TRACEY 


GIRDICH, MICHELE MILLER and KIT 
rivers) roars onstage to attend 
the annual witches' conclave 
with all the lighthearted en- 
thusiasm of schoolgirls. Clad in 
ridiculous wigs and exuberant 
spring-green frocks of a long- 
past fashion era, the witches 
convey their eagerness to 
rid the world of children the way kids 
themselves might jostle their way onto 
a merry-go-round. Their good humor 
makes them seem harmless, but after 
they’ve provoked our laughter, their 
deadly intent remains. 

Happily, we can turn to our hero, 
Boy, to defeat their plans. The par- 
ticulars shouldn’t be revealed, but the 
joyous energy with which his task is 
accomplished is worth celebrating, 
ind greedy Christopher makes use of a fog machine, 


a cast and crew eager to execute them. 
The only stumbling blocks are the tran- 
sitions. On opening night, the pace of 
the show was too slow to support what 
should have been buoyant movement 
from e° ect to e° ect. As the run con- 
tinues, audiences may see a more 11 uid, 
lively tempo. 

As Grandmother, theater veteran 
RUTH wallman stitches together all of her 
character’s qualities as if into a beautiful 
quilt. She’s spunky, clever, warm, opin- 
strobe lights and classic stagecraft tricks ionated, a little crazy and just plain ador- 


o letBoy achieve whatclueless adults 


able, especially when we feel the love 
she has for Boy. ISABELLE FENN gives Boy 
the matter-of-fact courage 


A Small Museum Explores the 
Underground Railroad, and 
Gets a New Building — With Toilets 


% 




BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

J ANE WILLIAMSON used to watch 
wistfully as tour buses tooled 
past the rokeby museum ir 
Ferrisburgh, where she has 
worked as director for the past 18 years. 

A designated national historic land- 
mark, Rokeby was a stopping point 
175 years ago — not for tourists but for 
African Americans fl eeingbondage in 
the South and seeking 
safe haven in northern, 
antislavery states such 
as Vermont. Rokeby, the 
name the abolitionist 
Robinson family gave the Ferrisburgh 
homestead, served as an important 
way station on the clandestine route to 
freedom referred to fi guratively as the 
Underground Railroad. 

The documents and artifacts housed 
at Rokeby can enhance visitors' un- 
derstanding of the United States slave 
trade, and of the radic al opposition to 
it. Trouble is, few tourists come to the 


— 


225-year-old house, which Williamson 
describes as “delicate and tiny.” Rokeby 
has no public toilets, and the water in 
the home isn’t drinkable. 

All that is aboLit to change. Tour buses 
will likely start pulling into Rokeby soon 
after theo, cialMay 19 opening of a 
new 2500-square-foot exhibition center. 
Road trippers will be pleased to discover 
that the $900,000 cost of 
construction covered the 
installation of toilets and a 
drinking fountain. 

The main attraction is 
a multimedia display that Williamson 
hopes will boost the total yearly visitors 
from 1000 to as many as 5000. Titled 
“Free & Safe: The Underground Railroad 
in Vermont," the exhibit shifts the muse- 
um's focus away from the Quaker family 
who lived at Rokeby and toward two 
fugitive slaves, Simon and Jesse, whom 
the Robinsons helped. 




“We’re now talking more about the 
black fugitive experience and less about 
the white assistance,” Williamson says. 
'We’ve made Simon and Jesse the stars 
of the show." 

The decision to base the exhibit on 
a pair of partly imagined narratives 
stemmed from Williamson’s realization 
that “it’s the story of the Underground 
Railroad that drives visitation.” Tourists 
generally aren’t keen to view 175-year- 
old letters in crowded, sweltering 
conditions, she says. But Williamson 
is betting they will spend time viewing 
a visually compelling display that also 
features audio accounts of experiences 
that Simon and Jesse may have had at 
Rokeby. There’s nothing like the new 


Rokeby exhibit’s e> 

Underground Railroad anywhere el: 
in the United States, Williamson poi: 


director, as well as 
the exhibit itself, adds the disclaimer 
that the stories of the two fugitives are 
partly speculative. Not much is known 
about Simon and Jesse — not even their 
last names. There’s no evidence that 
Simon, who escaped from captivity in 
Maryland, ever actually came to Rokeby, 
Williamson acknowledges — although, 
she adds, it’s likely that he did. In addi- 
tion, no one knows what happened to 
him or to Jesse, a fugitive from North 
Carolina who is documented as having 




STATE ofl HECITtS 


that children possess when there’s 
really no choice about conquering a fear. 
She’s also an excellent puppeteer when 
her character transforms into a mouse. 

mario houle plays Bruno, an ar- 
rogant, pampered 
kid. Houle has razor- 
sharp concentration 
in each scene, fine 
comic timing and the 
necessary aplomb to 
scarf down dough- 
nuts. As the Grand 
High Witch, MARIANNE 
dimascio sometimes lets screechy vocals 
stand in for evil, but she conveys her 
character’i 


A SENSE OF FUN 


and angles allow for great variety in 
blocking, but unfortunately a lot of the 
story just can't play out on a waterfall of 
levels. This consigns the major scenes 
to the flat islands on the extreme left or 
right, putting the grand 
platform structure 
in the way of the key 
character interactions. 
Still, the platform 
provides for some big 
entrances and exits, 
and if its levels are a tad 
underutilized, they are 
valuable when needed. 

The puppets, designed by meghan 
icheming with entertaining dewald, are visually clever. She clearly 
likes building puppets that transform, 
The original music by cast member and these changes provoke both laughs 
Patricia julien creates mood without and wonder. 


■whelming the live action. Her sc 


The show is suitable for children ages 


accomplishes the cool trick of feeling 8 and older and is laugh-out-loud ei 


absolutely modern (with undertones 
of EDM) and thoroughly timeless, all 
while hitting just the right horror notes. 

A large, multilevel set of platforms 
makes up the central set. All the levels 


taining for adults, as well. Dahl's story 
explores some of the major concerns of 
childhood: fear, tyrannical adults, death 
and courage. And the moral is universal: 
Love is what creatures need. © 



worked for Robinson at Rokeby for one 

Jesse’s circumstances are persua- 
sively imagined in 
a 15-minute audio 
dramatization by 
Vermont playwright 
david budbill. Using 
records still housed 
in the original Rokeby 
building, Budbill cre- 
ated dialogue involv- 
ing Robinson, Jesse 
and another former 
slave who lived 
Rokeby. The tension 
arises from Robinson’s 
documented refusal to 
lend Jesse $150 that 
would have enabled 
him to purchase a 
‘■freedom paper" from 
his former 
Ephraim Elliott. 

Robinson indicated that his principle 
of avoiding even indirect involvement 


in the slave trade prevented him from 
paying the price Elliott demanded for a 
deed certifying Jesse’s manumission. 

The display in the 
building — fi- 
nanced mainly by 
federal grants and a 
$500,000 gift from 
the J. Warren & Lois 
McClure Foundation — 
situates the fugitives’ 
stories firmly within 
the historical context 
of slavery and aboli- 
tionism. Without that 
element, Williamson 
says, visitors to Rokeby, 
including local school- 
children, might not 
fully appreciate its sig- 
nificance. They might 
also be unable to draw 
the intended inference 
that “race remains an 
in today's Vermont,” Williamson 
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HANKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REARVIEW BY 


Full-Moon Fever 


’ JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


T rolling for fares on Main Street, 
I noticed a boisterous clutch of 
friends walking past the Flynn 
Center. One of them, a husk)' guy 
closest to the curb, brushed against a bicycle 
hitched to a tree, carelessly knocking it to 
the ground. He broke stride for a moment 
to glance down at the bike, now vulnerably 
splayed on the pavement. Shrugging his 
shoulders at no one in particular, he contin- 
ued on and caught up with the group. 

This random act — of the opposite of 
kindness — enraged me wildly out of pro- 
portion to the nature of the offense. I think 
this was because the fix was so astound- 
ingly easy; It would have taken the man 
exactly 10 seconds to pick up the bike and 
put it back in place. I visualized stopping 
the cab, getting out and throttling him. 

The moon was full, so I knew I was in 
for a challenging night of cab driving. I ex- 
perience this monthly, like clockwork, and 
care not a whit what the rationalist crowd 
might say about it. When the moon is full, 
people can get strange, and “people” in- 
cludes me. End of story. 

A woman hailed me on the corner and 
hit the front seat talking. "I need to swing 
by my sister’s place on Johnson Street. She 
owes me some money. Then I need a ride 
back downtown. Could you help me out, 
hon?” 

This woman was a hustler; Beneath the 
upbeat exterior, desperate, manipulative 
energy came off her in waves. I don’t judge 
folks who walk through the world in this 
existential state. God knows what life has 
thrown at them. But I do need to be aware 
of who I’m dealing with. The nature of my 
job requires it. 

"So do you know if your sister is home 
and has the money?" I asked pragmatically. 
“You want to call her on my cellphone?" 


“No, she doesn’t have a phone. She’ll be 

“And I assume you need the money from 
her to pay for this ride?" 

“Yeah, but don’t worry, hon — I’ll get the 
money.” 

“All right, then,” I said, and steered 
toward the Old North End. I put the chance 
of getting paid for this fare at less than 50 
percent. But, if the woman was indeed a 
hustler, she was a local hustler, and hence 
— in my particular philosophy of hacking — 
deserving of a ride. In any event, whether 


paid or unpaid, the whole round trip was 
going to take less than 15 minutes, a chunk 
of time I could afford to eat. 

We arrived at her sister’s apartment, 
and — surprise! — the sister was home, but 
— no surprise — she didn’t have the money. 
Retaking her spot in the shotgun seat, my 
dubious customer explained cheerfully, 
“Don’t worry, hon. I have a check coming 
tomorrow. You can swing by my place, and 
I could pay you.” 

“Don’t worry about it,” I said. “This 
one’s on the house." 

Shortly after this low-grade fiasco, 
I dropped a fare near the airport and 
checked out Higher Ground on the return 
to town. I knew there had been a show that 
night, which meant concertgoers might be 
in need of a ride home. 

Sure enough, a young, scruffy guy 
jumped into the backseat. He requested a 
ride to Hickok Place, in the student section 
of town. 


“Who was playing tonight?” I asked. 

“Dead Sessions, dude. They’re, like, a 
Dead tribute band. They were awesome.’ 1 

“It sounds awesome," I said. “If they can 
channel some of that Grateful Dead magic, 
that is something special. I saw the Dead 
years ago. Believe it or not, the opening act 
was B.B. King. What a night that was.” 

When we arrived at Hickok, my fare 
said, 'Just wait here. I got to grab some 
money from the apartment.” 

“Could you leave your wallet? Just so I 
know you’re actually coming back." 


“Sorry, I don’t carry a wallet, man. Don’t 
worry — I’ll be back.” 

“OK, then I guess I'll just have to take it 
on faith.” 

I had made the classic sentimental 
error: thinking that the Grateful Dead bond 
was going to account for something. As 
soon as he left the cab and trotted up the 
driveway, I knew that was the last I’d see 
of him. I gave it a perfunctory five minutes 
and took off. Full moon, I thought. 

I didn’t get stiffed for a third time that 
night, but that's not to say the remainder of 
the evening went swimmingly. Every other 
customer seemed distracted, dissatisfied 
or disjointed. What turned out to be my 
last fare was a cute and diminutive, black- 
haired girl who hailed me from in front of 
Mr. Mike’s Pizza. 

As she attempted to enter the cab, a 
guy stood alongside, basically haranguing 
her. He really wanted her to come home 
with him, and he had a seemingly endless 


barrage of arguments in support of his posi- 
tion. Finally managing to shake him off, she 
got into the backseat and gave me her des- 
tination — one of the UVM sorority houses. 

Unprompted, she said, “I don’t want to 
be somebody’s boot)' call. I just don’t want 
to be that anymore. The guy told me he had 
been waiting for me at Mr. Mike’s, like that 
meant I owed him something.” 

I said, “Well, good for you taking care of 
yourself in that situation.” 

“Did you ever watch the TV show 
‘Smallville'?’’ she asked. 

In the rear-view mirror, I stole a glance 
at this girl — all fresh-faced and coy — and 
grasped the point of her seemingly out-of- 
context question. 

“Yeah," I replied, “I used to once in a 
while And, yes, you do look just like the ac- 
tress who played Clark Kent’s teenage love 
interest on the show. I can really see that" 

She was exceedingly pleased, clearly 
having received just the desired response, 
and said, “Thanks so much. It's good to 
know I’m pretty.” 

We had stopped in front of her soror- 
ity. I pivoted to face her and said, “Honey, 
that’s great, but it’s really important for you 
to know that on the inside." 

She smiled the sweetest forlorn smile 
and paid me the fare. Given how the rest of 
die night had gone, and taking into account 
the provocateur moon still up there doing 
its thing, I considered this last ride of the 
night a graceful finale. ® 



WHEN THE MOON IS FULL, PEOPLE CAN GET STRANGE, 
AND “PEOPLE” INCLUDES IE. 
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i THE STRAIGHT DOPE bvceciladams e 


In TV shows and movies we 
often see someone shoot a 
revolver and then immedi- 
ately place it inside the front 
waistband of their pants. 
Wouldn't they get burned in a 
very sensitive place from the 
extremely hot barrel? 


W hen we go through 
the pile looking for 
questions, Remy, I 
have to be honest: 
While some things the world 
needs to know about, others 
just sound like they’d be a hoot 
to research. My assistants Una 
and Fierra are always looking 
for an excuse to blow things up, 
set them on fire, etc. When they 
came across your letter, their 
little eyes lit up. 

'‘Boss," they said, “we could 
perform a detailed computa- 
tional heat transfer analysis. Or 
we could grab some guns and 
ammo and head out to the shoot- 
ing range. Which approach do 
you think is likelier to boost our 
Google page rank?" Three min- 
utes later they were rummaging 
through their closets looking for 
the Glock. 

The women assembled a 
subset of their alarming collec- 
tion of firearms: the above-men- 
tioned Glock 26 nine-millimeter 
semiautomatic, representing a 
typical concealed-carry semiau- 
tomatic handgun; a Ruger P85 
nine-millimeter semiautomatic, 
representing a typical full-size 
semiautomatic handgun; and 
a Ruger Super Redhawk .44 
magnum revolver, representing 
the kind of cannon you use when 


asking a punk whether he feels 

The surface temperature of 
each gun was measured before 
and after firing using a Fluke 
infrared thermometer, the goal 
being to find the highest tem- 
perature of any part likely to 
touch skin if stuffed down one’s 
pants. Each pistol was fired once 
and had its temperature taken 
at five seconds and again at 60 
seconds. The experimenters 
then happily blasted their way 
through an entire magazine, then 
two magazines, with a firing rate 
of two rounds per second (one 
round every two seconds for the 
.44, owing to the need to collect 
oneself between shots). 

Firing a single round from the 
nine-millimeter firearms didn’t 
make them appreciably hotter. 
Emptying a full Glock magazine 
resulted in a maximum tem- 
perature increase of 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit; after two magazines 
the maximum increase was 14 
degrees. The P8S heated up 18 
degrees after one magazine, no 
doubt mainly because it held 15 
rounds, as opposed to 10 rounds 
for the Glock. After a 30-round 
rapid-fire session, the P85 had 
gained 26 degrees. Conclusion: 
Neither semiautomatic was likely 
to cause burns unless the weapon 
was already pretty warm. 

The .44 was a different story. 
One shot raised its temperature 
two degrees, six shots raised it 
25 degrees, and after 18 shots the 
gun’s barrel was 42 degrees toast- 
ier than its starting temperature. 

But was this hot enough to 
burn? Deciding there was only 
one way to find out, Una carefully 
slid the now-unloaded .44 behind 


the waistband of her skirt. While 
uncomfortable, it didn’t burn 
her, although she learned that a 
four-pound weapon stuck in your 
waistband will pull your knickers 
to your knees. 

I caution that discharging 
enough rounds from a large 
enough firearm can absolutely 
generate enough residual heat to 
burn you. Una recalls watching 
scores of rounds rapid-fired from 
a military-style rifle, after which 
the barrel glowed a dull red. 
Placing a branding iron like that 
against your skin would clearly 
be unwise. With lesser weapons, 
however, be my guest. 

I just read your answer [March 
21, 1986] to the question "How 
many dinosaurs did it take to 
make a barrel of oil?" In it you 
refer to scientist Thomas Gold, 
who theorized that most oil is 
from nonbiological sources. 

It's been almost 30 years since 
that column appeared. Have 
any of Gold’s ideas panned 

Dan W.. Shippenville, 
Pennsylvania 

I haven’t done an update 
mainly for lack of definitive de- 
velopments. However, I’m happy 
to add the following points of 

• Scientists have been able to 
place inorganic compounds 
under high heat and 
pressure to make complex 
hydrocarbons in the lab, 
bolstering the theory that 
similar processes could 
create oil within the Earth’s 

• Hydrocarbons, most likely 


of abiotic origin, have often 
been detected in asteroids, 
comets and planetary 
moons in trace amounts, 
and a few puzzling small 
hydrocarbon deposits have 
been discovered in unusual 
locations on Earth. 

To date, though, there’s 
been no sign of large-scale 
abiotic oil. In 1986 1 said a 
well was being drilled in 
Sweden looking for the stuff, 
but as of this year both it and 
successor wells have been a 
bust. Abiotic theory predicts 
that oil might bubble up near 
major fault lines even in 


the absence of sedimentary 
source rock, but no such oil 
has yet been found. 

• Nonetheless, abiotic oil 
remains a popular notion in 
Russia and the former Soviet 
republics. Proponents point 
to deep drilling successes 
in the Caspian basin and 
elsewhere as evidence of 
abiotic oil; mainstream oil 
geologists see these claims as 
evidence of too much vodka 
in the borscht. If anything 
changes, I’ll let you know. 
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Todd Barry’s 
Amazing Interview 

“ e comedian talks about his latest tour, Twitter, Louis C.K. and "podcast weirdos" 

BY DAN BOLLES 



odd B airy is pretty amazing. 
Just how amazing is something 
the comedian will gladly share 
in his standup act, via Twitter 
or on his new podcast, “The Todd Barry 
Podcast.” But his is a wryly charming 
and often self-deprecating brand of low- 
key, facetious megalomania. 

For example, take a recent tweet in 
which Barry says, “Need to start writ- 
ing tweets that change lives. Making 
people double over in laughter is no 
longer enough." Or another that reads, 
“Sometimes I think I just got really 
really famous. Then I remember that 
I’ve been really really famous for a long 

The joke is that Barry is not actually 
a household name. But he is among the 
most widely respected comics of his 
generation. He’s released four success- 
ful albums, most recently Super Crazy 
in 2012. He’s done a pair of Comedy 
Central specials and several late-night 
talk show appearances. He has turned 
up on a variety of scripted TV shows, 
including “Flight of the Conchords,” 
“Delocated,” “Aqua Teen Hunger Force” 
and Louis C.K.’s “Louie” — Barry and 
C.K. are longtime friends. And Barry’s 
had some choice fi lm roles, including 
turns in Road Trip, The Wrestler and the 
underrated cult favorite Pootie Tang. 

Barry is a uniquely creative obser- 
vational comic who relies on a subtle, 
deadpan delivery and delightfully 
withering sarcasm. He's also unusually 
daring. On his most recent tour, the 
Crowd Work Tour, he ditched his writ- 
ten material and performed hourlong 
sets based solely on interactions with 
the audience. 


Barry, who is back to performing 
written material, is headlining the 2013 
Green Mountain Comedy Festival. 

In advance of his very likely amazing 
performance at Club Metronome on 
Sunday, May 26, Seven Days spoke with 
Barry by phone from his apartment in 
New York City. 

SEVEN DAYS: * e Crowd Work Tour 
must have been quite an experi- 
ence. It almost sounds like a cross 
between improv and standup. 

TODD BARRY: It wasn't improv in 
the sense where I need a sentence or 
a word and launch into an hour bit. It 
was more that I just bounced around 
just hoping to land ... something. 
People had interesting stories, and 
most of the time I was able to come up 
with something. I imagine there was 
some dead air occasionally. But that’s 
gonna happen. 

SD: In a typical set you’d have 
material that builds to a fi nish. With 
something like this, how do you 
know when it's over? 

TB: That was a challenge that I felt 
the fi rstfew shows. I realized, “God, 
there’s no real momentum." Then it 
occurred to me that as long as I kept 
it going for a while and people were 
having fun, at an hour I could just go, 
“Uh, we’re done.” 

SD: Just drop the mic and walk off. 

TB: [Laughs] It’s not like we’re going to 
have a fi nale. Ideally, it would end with a 

SD: Would you do it again? 

TB: I might do it again some time. 

On one hand, it was really fun. But on 


another, you’re not getting work done, 
because you’re not really doing any 
jokes. I didn't come up with a lot of ma- 
terial out of it. 

SD: Audience interaction has always 
been a part of your act. But this is 
taking that to another level. How 
long did it take you to get to a point 
in working a crowd that you were 
comfortable even trying something 
like this? 

TB: 1 had done sets where I had done 
almost all crowd work, 15-minute sets. 
So even for me, in all my years doingit, 

I never said, “I’m going to give you an 
absolute hour.” It was a little scary. But 
also less pressure, because all day there 
was nothing I really had to think about. I 
like not thinking. 

SD: You have a new podcast. 

TB: Yeah. It's just going to be me talk- 
ing to various folks — comedians, some 
noncomedians. It’s what you think it 
is. Just me talking. Hopefully it won’t 
just be another comic-interviewing- 
comics thing. Though it could be. I'll 
see how long I can do it. Then I’ll stop 

SD: Podcasts have become an 
effective vehicle for comedians 
especially. Is this something you 
hope might get your name out there 
a little more? 

TB: It’s not really that calculated. I know 
people who have podcasts, like Marc 
Maron — it’s helped them quite a bit. I 
mean, he was doing fi ne. But it’s taken 
him to the next level. And then I’ve done 
shows where it’s like a live podcast with 
a host, and you get a whole new set of 


people, people who, you're like, “I don’t 
think they’d be showing up to a comedy 
show, these people.” Weirdos is who I’m 
talkin' about. 

SD: [Laughs] 

TB: They’re a certain type of weirdo, the 
podcast weirdo. 

SD: Why has Twitter become such a 
great tool for comedians? 

TB: Comedians need attention. So I 
think it’s a combination of comedians 
needing attention and that it’s a no- 
pressure way of getting a little bit of 
whatever you get out of doing a show. 
It’s instant feedback. Maybe you have 
a stray thought while you’re sitting at 
a co°ee shop, but it’s not something 
you want to put in your act; you type 
it up, and, within seconds, hundreds, 
thousands, hundreds of thousands of 
people see it. And you get whatever you 
get out of that. And it’s a good way to 
spread the word about various projects 
and things. 

SD: And for you it’s a great way to 
mess with people. " ere’s your 
bit about the Kansas City airport 
responding to one of your tweets. 
[Barry poked fun at the KC airport for 
a lack of food options.] And then Spin 
responded to you making fun of the 
Louis C.K. Rolling Stone cover with a 
fake cover of you. 

TB : Yeah, that was nice of them. I 
was just looking for the equivalent of 
Rolling Stone. Although I think Spin is 
out of business, so maybe that’s not the 
equivalent. 


TODD BARRY »P.3Z 



A 

1 was such a train wreck before 1 quit 
drinking that when asked what 1 would 

Have you ever noticed how screaming 
babies on airplanes fi t perfectly inside 

1 work at a daycare, and 1 work with this 
one girl, she’s such a bitch. She’s 5. 


like with my whiskey. 1 would respond, “An 

the overhead compartments? 

KIT RIVERS 


attorney." KEVIN byer 

PHIL DAVIDSON 




Sure, I could work hard at being success- 
ful, but it's so much easier and immediate 
to hate people who are already. 


Last night a guy at a party told me he liked 
my joke about bestiality. I don't know 
what joke he's talking about. 


I hate it when kids misspell the word 
"your,'' but the joke's on them, because I've 
left them an unlivable planet. 

NATHAN HARTSWICK 
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Todd Barry 

SD: You delete tweets on occasion. 
How do you decide when something 
doesn't cut it? 

TB: Sometimes it will be if I feel like a 
thought was just too obvious and I think 
someone else must have thought of it, or 
maybe it’s just not the most interesting 
take. Sometimes if I get no response and 
1 conclude it was just not worded clearly, 
I delete it. Or if I think it was bad. 

SD: Any advice on crafting amazing 
TB: Gosh. I'm not gonna spill my secrets. 
SD: You had a bit in your act where 
you reacted to a bad review that had 
been written about you. Do you still 
pay attention to what people say 
about you online? 

TB: I'm doing it less. I realized it just 
doesn’t make me feel good. And it’s not 
constructive. So why expose myself? 
I mean, I slip up now and again. But I 
don’t think you really gain anything by 
going out of your way to find something 
shitty someone said about you. 

SD: Since this is a comedy interview, 
I'm contractually obligated to ask 
you about Louis C.K. 

TB: Uh-huh. 

SD: So he's committed to doing a 
new hour of material every year, 
which is a huge output. On the one 
hand, it's admirable. On the other, if 
I were a comic, I might be annoyed 
that he's raising the bar so much 
higher. How do you feel? 

TB: 1 don’t mind him raising the 
bar. But not everyone works at the 
same pace. There's authors that put 
out four books in five years, and 
there’s authors that put out one book 
every five years. With the immediacy 
of comedy, people get tired of it. The 
second time you hear something, it’s 
just not the same. So it’s a different 
type of experience. But I think he’s 
raised the bar and definitely moti- 
vated people like ... me. Am I writing 
as fast as I can? I do think there is a 
danger [in] just going for quantity or 
a speed record. Just having something 
new doesn’t mean it's good. 


* 

If you spent 18 years in the 
closet, you would know what 
looked good on you. 

MARC BOUCHARD 



SD: There's been a lot made of Louis 
C.K.'s self-distribution model, which 
in theory is great. But isn't there a 
very limited class of comedians who 
can get away with doing it? 

TB: Yes. It’s great that he did that, re- 
leased his special for $5. But he also has 
the income to produce that. He has such 
a large fan base that even at $5 a pop, 
he made a million dollars in, like, four 
days. Someone like me, or someone at 
a lower level, we might lose money, or 
not get nearly the money [we] would get 
if Comedy Central gives [us] a special. 
That’s definitely the case with me. But 
it’s a great thing any time you can do 
things on your own and still make a lot 
of money. I don’t think he would have 
gotten a million dollars from HBO. 

SD: When you're touring to promote 
an album or a new special, it's not 
like a rock record where people want 
to hear the hits. So can you repeat 
the same material? 

TB: That’s always the big question. I 
think you can. The chances of half the 
room in Burlington, Vermont, or any 
given room, having seen the special, 
I think, are slim. It’s a vocal minority 
who are going to have a problem with it. 
And then there are people who want to 
hear the jokes from the special. But you 
always win with new material. 

SD: Comedy is experiencing a boom 
currently. Does there come a point 
when it becomes too bloated, when 
the overabundance of comics 
becomes unsustainable? 

TB: I don’t know that it’s bloated. There 
are a lot of comics. But there are also a 
lot of rooms. You’ve just gotta be patient. 
I would never say there's too many. I 
mean, there's too many of anything, 
probably. There’s too many painters, too 
many poets. At least to make a living, 
there’s too many. Sure, it’s frustrating to 
not get on stage one day, or do a show 
and it’s just other comics waiting to go 
on who are your audience. But that’s just 
what you’ve gotta slog through before 
you hit the big time! ® 


Curiosity killed the cat ... 
which is what I hope the 
autopsy says. 
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T here is no o~ ccial tally of standup comedians in 
Vermont But there are a lot of them cracking up 
audiences around the Green Mountains.For proof, 
consider that roughly 100 comics — in 
addition to 20 or so impiprov comedians - 
will perform atthe20133 Green Mountain 
Comedy Festival, whihich runs from 
Wednesday, May 22, th.ough Sunday, May 
26, at venues in Burlington, Vergennes 
and Montpelier. 

If those numbers c oome a 
a surprise, you haven’t I been 
paying attention latektely. 

Particularly in the last ffew 
years, the local comedydy 
scene has grown expo- - 
nentially, both in size e 
and quality. The comics 
who call Vermont hoime 
represent an array of styles 
and backgrounds. And * they 
are very, very funny. 

With so many commies 
choose from, it can be e 
to know where to startrt, es 
pecially if you're just r now 
getting acquainted with the 
local scene. What follclows 
is a primer on seven rising 
young Vermont comics, all 
of whom can be seen a at 
upcoming GMCF show- 
cases. It is not meant it 
to be a comprehensivee 
list but an appetizer, a a 
sampling to lead you u 
toward discovering ann 
increasingly vital and 
vibrant community of 
comedic artists. © 


Kevin Byer 

Kevin Byer has been in Vermont for only about nine 
months. But the Michigan native has made his time here 
count. Byer, 32, won the Funniest Comic in Vermont 
contest at Club Metronome last year and has quickly 
established himself as a fi ne addition to the local scene 
with a sharp, reiatable, self-deprecating style. 

So, tell me a joke... "I was getting off stage the other 
night, and this girl came up to me and was like, ’Why do 
I want you so bad right now?’ And I was like, ’Probably 
because you had a horrible childhood.” 

What are the best and worst things about comedy 
in Vermont?" 0 e best and worst thing about comedy 
in Vermont is the same thing: It has the most kind 
and supportive 
comedy 
community I’ve 
ever seen, and the 




My habit of saying things like obvi, peeps I ve decided not to follow my dreams, 

and "whatevs” ended one day in high school It’ll leave me some activities for my 

geography when I shortened the word "country." impending midlife crisis. 

NATASHA DRUHEN 


Sometimes you have to weigh the options 
of really wanting to have sex versus "she 
has a lot of horse pictures in her room.” 

ADAM COOK 


Kyle Gagnon 
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Misery 

Loves 

Comedy 

Local comic teaches homeless teens and 
prisoners to turn tragedy into laughter 


t’s been said that trying standup 
comedy for the fi rst time is as scary' 
as performing a high-wire act blind- 
folded. So imagine the courage some- 
one needs to get on stage and tell jokes 
about being molested as a child, living in 
foster care or getting pregnant at a crack 
house — material that mightbe di° cult for 
the comedian and the audience, or so one 
might assume. 

Actually, those are precisely the kinds 
of authentic experiences that Josie Leavitt 
encourages her students to mine for their 
acts. Leavitt, who’s been teaching standup 
comedy to aspiring comics for eight years, 
says that real-life misery often makes for 
the best humor — assuming it’s done well, 
of course. 

More importantly, she says, when 
people learn to make lightof a personal 
tragedy, that’s often the fi rst step toward 
putting it behind them and moving on. 

When Leavitt, 48, isn’t running her 
own business, the Flying Pig B ookstore in 
Shelburne, she teaches standup classes at 
Burlington’s FlynnSpace. Last August, her 
sister-in-law, Ti t any Bluemle, who’s ex- 
ecutive director of the nonprofi t Vermont 
Works for Women, asked Leavitt if she’d be 
willing to teach a standup class to women 
inmates at the Chittenden Regional 
Correctional Facility. In August 2 Oil, 
when Vermont’s female prisoners were 


moved from Swanton 
to South Burlington, 
many of their educa- 
tional programs were 
dropped because the 
new location lacked 
the space to accom- 
modate them. Bluemle hoped Leavitt 
could help fi 11 the gap. 

Leavitt soon discovered that many of 
her incarcerated students were terrifi c 
storytellers. 

"The women in prison are just hi- 
larious" she reports. “You don’t stop being 
funny because your situation is horrible." 

The same, Leavitt says, holds true 
for the homeless teens she works with 
at Spectrum Youth & Family Sendees in 
Burlington. Since March, she has held 
two standup classes at Spectrum’s teen 
drop-in center on Pearl Street, with a third 
scheduled for later this month. Like the 
women she met in prison, Leavitt says, 
the Spectrum kids have stories that can 
be heartbreaking but also devastatingly' 

One homeless teen, she recalls, joked 
about what it’s like to "wake up on the 
wrong side of the sidewalk.” Another, 
when asked to describe homelessness to 
someone who’s never experienced it, said, 
"It’s like never, ever having toilet paper." 

"The thing about teaching someone 


standup, especially someone who is in- 
carcerated or homeless, is it gives them a 
chance to reframe an event in their life,” 
Leavitt explains. If, for instance, you’re 
doing time as a consequence of your drug 
addiction, comedy gives you a creative 
outlet to redefi ne that situation, she says, 
which "takes some of the sting and shame 
out of it. There’s a real power in that.” 

How does Leavitt teach people to trans- 
form deeply personal and painful events 
into something that they, and others, will 
fi nd funny? Nothing to it, she says. 

"They do it themselves, because that’s 
how they survive," Leavitt continues. "If 
you're homeless or incarcerated and all 
you focused on was what was negative 
about it, you’d go crazy.” 

One of the biggest obstacles Leavitt 
faces is just getting her homeless students 
to show up. On a recent sunny afternoon at 
the Spectrum drop-in center, only one teen 
came to Leavitt’s lunchtime comedy class. 
As a Spectrum sta ( er explained, the center 
doesn’t get as many mealtime visitors at 
the beginning of the month as it does at the 


end. Why? Their food stamps haven’t run 

On this day, it was just Leavitt and 
"Andrew” (not his real name), a husky 
18-year-old with a mop of brown hair and 
a voice slightly more baritone than usual 
due to his fading chest cold. He seemed 
more interested in watching YouTube 
videos on his smartphone than working on 
a comedy routine. 

"Andrew, just throw me a bone," Leavitt 
urged. "The longer I’m here, the more 
likely my dog is taking a dump on the fi oor 
... Tellme.what’stheworstthingabout 
being homeless?” 

“It sucks that I’m not old enough to 
drink,” Andrew said half-heartedly. 

For about 10 minutes, Leavitt nudged 
Andrew to talk about what he liked, and 
didn't like, about Spectrum. Eventually, he 
started ri° ng on being hassled to get out 
of bed at the shelter each morning. 

"I have Sarah a t ective disorder,” he 
said, referring to one of the sta t ers. 

"See? Now that’s funny!" Leavitt said, 
jotting down his remark in her notebook. 


You know, sometimes I wonder if fl ipping 
people the bird would be more effective if 
I remembered when I'm wearing mittens. 


I went by the Ready Funeral Home the other 
day. Is any of us ever really ready? I think 
they should call it "Ready or Not.” 

NATHAN HARTSWICK 


It's so cool that humpback whales are 
putting out CDs now. I imagine that's re. 
hard to do when you live in the ocean. 

STEPHANIE MANOSH 


Writing down jokes is a crucial first step 
Leavitt teaches all her students. Spelling, 
grammar and punctuation don’t matter, she 
says. What does is whittling down a joke to 
its bare essentials. 

“A beginner comic starts with a half- 
gallon milk jug of plaster of Paris, and 
that’s their material,” she explains. “When 
they’re done, they have a tiny little polar 
bear that fits in the palm of their hand. 
Comedy is all about economy, word choice 
and flow. I don't need to know every single 
thing that happened at the cookout with 
your family. What’s important is that you 
got hammered with your grandma.” 

Leavitt, who grew up in New York City 
and on Long Island, has been polishing her 
own act for some time. One New Year’s Eve 
20 years ago, her then-partner challenged 
her to try standup. So Leavitt took a class — 
and loved it. She debuted onstage on June 
4,1993. 

“There's always a moment when some- 
one stands up for the first time, and you can 
tell whether they’re going to keep doing 
[standup], or they’ll never do it again,” she 
says. “For me, the minute I walked off, I 
knew my life had changed." 

Leavitt has been telling jokes ever since. 
Like most beginners, she began with topical 
humor before experimenting with riskier 
and more personal subjects. These days, 
her act includes material about her father’s 
cocaine habit when she was growing up — 
he's been clean and sober for 25 years, she 
emphasizes — and how her mother smoked 


The key, Leavitt says, is that 
if comedians can find humor i 
their own awful situation, char 


cigarettes and drank scotch while Leavitt and end-stage breast-cancer 
was in the womb. patients, the latter of whom 

As she puts it, “Standup is a form of made jokes about losing their 
therapy, for everyone, because you wind up hair and boobs, 
talking about things that you didn’t even 
know bothered you.” 

In 2006, Leavitt founded a five-woman 
troupe called Vermont Comedy 
Divas. This year, the group will put 
on several benefit performances for 
local charities. The first, on May 24, 
is called “Divas Do Good" and will 
benefit Vermont Works for Women. 

Another, in June, will benefit a group 
of foster parents in Addison County. 

Though Leavitt was paid for teach- 
ing at the correctional facility, she 
donates her time at Spectrum. 

Is doing good always compat- 
ible with doing comedy? Leavitt lays 
down a few ground rules for her 
students: Never make fun of any group 
to which you don’t belong. And, if you're 
going to be offensive, you’ve got to be damn 
funny, because you have to make the people 
you’re offending laugh despite themselves. 

For that reason, she says, she’s never mean 
to anyone in her own act 

Occasionally, some of Leavitt’s students 
:o joke about subjects that 



YOU DON'T STOP BEING 
FUNNY BECAUSE YOUR 
SITUATION IS HORRIBLE, 


JOSIE LEAVITT 

are good their audiences will, too. 

“It’s like a pressure-relief valve. You 
either laugh or cry,” she says. “Nine times 
out of 10, if you take someone's joke and tell 
the story one way, everyone is sobbing. But 
if you tell it right, they're all laughing their 

Ultimately, Leavitt says, it's unimport- 
o her whether her students go o 


m and raw for them and get “jammed pursue careers in standup. But several are 


up” onstage, she says. Other than those 
areas that are too sensitive for the come- 
dian, she believes almost any subject is 
fair game, provided it’s done right She’s 
taught comedy to convicted murderers 


doing so, and with some success. At the 
Comedy Battle IX at Higher Ground on 
May 5, two of Leavitt’s students took first 
and second place. 

People with traumatic pasts aren't the 


only ones who can find therapeutic 
b enefits in standup, Leavitt suggests. 

H Many people are so intimidated by 
the prospect of standing up and 
telling jokes, she says, that conquer- 
ing that fear can have a “massive 
spillover effect" into the rest of their lives, 
giving them more confidence 
to, say, apply for a job, go to 
an interview or advocate for 
themselves. 

Another of Leavitt's former 
students is Colin Ryan, a 
journalist-turned-professional- 
comic who now travels the 
state giving motivational talks 
and school presentations about 
anti-bullying and financial 
literacy. 

“Josie's class was the first 
time I tried standup comedy, 
quite literally facing my big- 
gest fear," Ryan says. “I would have never 
believed that in the next few years I’d per- 
form about 250 more times. By creating a 
space for us to pretend we were comedians 
week after week, Josie created a place for 
us to become real comedians." 

While standup is therapeutic for some 
students, others use it simply to find humor 
in everyday situations. 

“If you think, What's funny about this? 
instead of, This sucks! you're going to be 
happier every day and you’re going to laugh 
more,” Leavitt says. “And that can only be a 
good thing” © fj 




Owning a boat is a lot like owning a dog. 
When you're done with it, you can shoot a 
hole in it and throw it in Lake Champlain. 

CHICKY WINKLEMAN 


I was supposed to read Great Expectations 
in high school, but I didn't because someone 
told me it sucked. 


There is no way to open an automatic 
door for a lady without looking stupid. 
Not even jazz hands. 
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On the Fly 

In improv, the perfect is the enemy of the funny 



Y ou’re standing in a small studio 
with two people you barely 
know, preparing to act a scene 
set on a desert island. One of 
your companions must speak exclusively 
in rhymes in this scene; the other must 
pretend to be a mind reader. Your charac- 
ter is endowed with hooks for hands. 
There’s no script to follow. Just be sure 


that, by the end of the scene, the audience 
knows exactly what these three characters 
mean to one another, why they’re on the 
island and what they want. Make sure to 
highlight their assigned quirks. 

Oh, and make it funny. 

When you’re improvising, the last part 
is usually the one you think about the least. 
If you follow the rules of the game and 


throw your inhibitions to the wind, you’re 
almost guaranteed to make a generous 
audience laugh. 

That’s what I’ve learned over nearly 
a year of attending the Wednesday-night 
Improv Drop-Ingroup at Burlington’s 
Spark Arts. The informal, entry-level class 
is run by Spark Arts cofounders Nathan 
Hartswick and Natalie Miller, who also 


standup comedy, 
acting and music 
it their recently ex- 
panded Flynn Avenue 

Hartswick and Miller 
have their own Spark 
Improv Troupe — which 
will perform during the 
upcoming 2013 Green 
Mountain Comedy Festival — 
and they encourage their students to 
troupe up and get onstage, too. For many 
of the regulars at Improv Drop-In, that’s a 
natural next step. They're theatrical extro- 
verts whose everyday conversation has the 
rhythms of a comedy sketch. 

Which is why I’ve often asked myself 
on Wednesday nights, What the hell am I 
doing here? 

People invariably describe me as 
’’shy” or "reserved.” I prefer email to 
phone communications because I can edit 
it. “On the fl y” or "seat of the pants” has 
never described my chosen way of doing 
anything. And decades ago, when I made 
the mistake of taking a graded class in 
improv, I earned a C-plus, the worst course 
mark of my academic career. 

I remember how desperately the in- 
structor — a member of the successful 
improv troupe War Babies and a bit player 
in movies such as This Is Spinal Tap— tried 
to get me to loosen up. In one exercise, 
where group members impersonated 
linked mechanical parts, he ordered the 
class to embody a giant "Margot Makes 
Her Debut” machine. It was a disaster. 


Cl© 


My family has gotten so comfortable with me being gay that it's starting 
to make me uncomfortable. My Uncle Dave said, "H illary, we're on board 
with the gay thing. It’s the gluten-free thing we don’t understand." 

HILLARY BOONE 


I use skinny jeans for birth control. Cuts off all the circulation to 
the baby-maker area. Also, I have a ’98 Dell laptop: I just let all 
the programs run at once, and boom — fried eggs. 

NATALIE MILLER 


GOOD CITIZEN 



SEVEN DAYS: How is improv differ- 
ent from other forms of comedy? 

BEN RAMEAKA: You're dealing with 
a lot of people who are very funny and 
very talented, and it takes a sort of abil- 
ity to sublimate your will for the good of 
the group. You want to support people, 
make everybody else look as good as 
possible ... If I fuck up, there’s seven 
people who can get my back, make me 
look good, support me. 

SD: When you do scripted work, does 
improv find its way in? 

BR: I will definitely play with the script 
Everything is shot on digital. Unless 
you’re in a time crunch, you have time to 
play. A lot of directors will respect that 
[In auditions for ads,] the casting people 
are going to see tons of people during 
the day. If you can bring something a 
little bit different or entertain, you’re 
more likely to get the job. Sometimes 
advertising copy is really shitty — you 
can improve it 


SD: Were you ever stumped by a 
prompt from the audience? 

BR: No, I’ve never been stumped. There 
definitely are suggestions where people 
think they’re being really clever by 
giving you dirty stuff. It's your job as an 
improviser to elevate those suggestions. 
One technique we have is "going from 
A to C.” So if you say something really 
dirty, like “vagina,” I’ll say, "“Vagina’ 
reminds me of a woman, so I’ll play a 
pregnant woman in the scene.” People 
[in the audience] love to yell “surf- 
board,” and they love to yell “pineapple.” 
I have no idea why that is. 

SD: What do you like about improv? 
BR: There’s no net You’re out there 
with your team, and you’re building this 
thing together; we have each other’s 
backs. An audience is there with you; 
they’re watching you take the risk. They 
want to see you do well. It’s almost like 
you’re all participating in an in-joke. It’s 
a very sort of unique art form, in that 
no one wants to see the trapeze artist 
fall — and if they do, they’re probably a 
psychopath. 


When I arrived at the Spark Arts 
drop-in, I hadn’t done improv since I was 
14 — and felt like that awkward middle 
schooler again. But, as an adult, I sought 
the rush that comes from stepping way 
outside your comfort zone. 

To my relief, the atmosphere at 
Spark Arts was relaxed and supportive. 
Hartswick and Miller take care not to 


put anyone in the hot seat, and they offer 
lots of positive reinforcement along with 
guidance. 

Sure, I sucked. I could only marvel at 
the regulars who slipped seamlessly into 
new characters and never fumbled for 
words. But accepting that 90 percent of 


* 



When God invented the 
pterodactyl. He must've 
just winged it. 
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On the Fly < 


what comes out of your mouth when you you won’t be able to keep up the pace, 
do improv is going to suck — or. if you let Sure, you'll feel like you're playing a goofy 
it, become beauteous nonsense — may just game at summer camp as you chant non- 
be part of the deal. sense words at near-strangers. But you’re 

As I returned week after week, I started also polishing the interpersonal skills that 



thinking about why a profoundly 
unspontaneous person would 
attempt an art of spontaneity 
— and reached some prelimi- 
nary conclusions. 

Improv is “let’s pretend” 
for adults. Be a pirate! Explore 
an alligator swamp with a de- 
mented guide! Leave your lover in 
the most dramatic way possible! 

Improv games allow you to do all 
this and more, provided you follow 
basic rules, starting with the cardinal 
principle of “Yes, and...” This means that, 
if a scene partner informs you that you are 
a pair of foot-fetishist 
cannibals, you may not 
reply, “Um, no." Your 
answer should be more 
along the lines of “Mmm, 
that dude’s pinky toes 
look scrumptious.” 

To give method to the 
madness, you must also 
work to establish the 
scene's basic parameters: 
character, relationship, 
objective, when and 
where (handily abbrevi- 
ated on Spark’s white- 
board as CROWW). 

The audience needs to 
know whether those 
foot-fetishist cannibals 
are elderly spouses, 
parent and child, or two 
weirdos who just met 
via Craigslist. CROWW teaches you 
determine your character’s identity and planned and improvised 
motivation up front — a good skill for any lives. No rehearsal, no script 


PERCENT OFWHAT 


MOUTH WREN YOU DO 


atrophy when you spend long days 
nteracting with people via emaiL 
Improv can’t be perfect. Don't 
get me wrong. Not all improv 
is equal. (See sidebar on Ben 
Rameaka, who does it profes- 
sionally.) When I watch Spark 
Arts Troupe perform, I admire 
; crackerjack speed with which 
they transform random prompts from 
the audience into something resembling 
a scripted comedy sketch. Some people 
are stumped by dictates such as “you have 
hooks for hands”; others instantly see a 
character in their minds, complete with 
accent and backstory. 

But when you stop 
trying to think of jokes 
and let your body feel its 
way into the character, 
sometimes that's when 
the funny happens. 
Mathieu Gagne, a vet- 
eran of ImprovBoston 
who teaches at Spark 
Arts, emphasizes that 
improv isn't just about 
cerebral quick-witted- 
ness — there are strong 
physical and nonverbal 
components to ‘ 


that can't 
be perfected — just 
practiced — is hard 
for my perfectionist 
mind to accept. But 
the more I do improv, 
everything that’s un- 




Improv is cheap group therapy. No, you 
don’t have to reveal your intimate secrets 
(thank God). But, while it lacks the confes- 
sional aspect of psychiatry, improv is all 
about learning to play well with others, 
establishing the trust and open commu- 
nication without which you couldn’t pos- 
sibly impersonate foot-fetishist cannibals 
together. 

The circle exercises that start each 
session at Spark Arts are designed to get 
participants to make eye contact and read 
body language as they mime tossing each 
other invisible balls or chopping each 
other with invisible samurai swords. If 
you’re not alert and responsive to others, 


; of randomness is 
all use. Sometimes you need tc 
with it © 



You know the guy who sang 
"Everything's Gonna Be Alright"? 
I hope he’s dead. 

CHICKY WINKLEMAN 


Pinkeye is the ideal illness 
for one without friends. 
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The Hole Truth 

Seven Days seeks Burlington's best bagels 

BY SARAH CUSHMAN. COREY GRENIER. STEVE HADEKA, CORIN HIRSCH. MEGAN JAMES AND DIANE SULLIVAN 


T his year, the Burlington bagel 
scene entered a brave new 
world. With spring came two 
new, busy bagel bakeries — the 
Bagel Place in South Burlington and 
Feldman’s Bagels on Pine Street. The 
latter marks the return to boiling and 
baking for Roy Feldman, a sort of grand 
poobah of local bagels: He founded 
Burlington Bagel Bakery in 1979 before 
taking a hiatus of a few decades. 


Feldman’s new location, inside a con- 
verted tire dealership, puts him within 
a long stone’s throw of local mainstay 
Myer’s Bagel Bakery, which brought in 
new partners this spring. 

Passions can run deep when it comes 
to preferred bagel styles, and here at 
Seven Days , where bagels are a dietary 
staple as we approach production dead- 
lines, our sta' ers have strong prefer- 


So, with new players on the scene, 
we decided to pit a few local bagels 
against one another in a taste test. Five 
sta' members bravely volunteered to 
sample plain and everything bagels 
from the Bagel Place, Feldman's, 
Myer’s, Burlington Bagel Bakery & 
Cafe (no longer owned by Feldman) 
and the new North End’s always-busy 
Bagel Cafe & Deli. To these we added 
an initially perplexing sta~ suggestion: 


the pu~ y bagels from Price Chopper on 
Shelburne Road. 

It wasn’t the most glamorous of tast- 
ings. As Rev. Diane Sullivan pointed 
out, a bagel without cream cheese is 
sad indeed. But we felt that each bagel 
should be evaluated on the merits of its 
dough alone, undressed and unadulter- 
ated by seductive cream cheese or toast- 
ing. So Diane joined circulation manager 
Steve Hadeka, associate arts editor 
Megan James, marketing and events 
coordinator Corey Grenier, and sales 
associate Sarah Cushman to blindly (and 
bravely) plow through an entire table of 
bagels. We judged each on looks, texture 
and taste. 

Was there a sta' favorite? Yes, hands 
down. Here are our unscientifl c results. 

- CORIN HIRSCH 


THE BAGEL PLACE 

1166 Williston Road. 

South Burlington, 497-2058 

Established: 2013 

Price: $8.99 for a baker’s dozen: $1.65 
for a toasted bagel with butter 

Number of fl avors:15 

Coffee: Uncommon Grounds Co' ee 

& Tea 

° e skinny:Algis Shalna and his family 
opened South Burlington’s newest bagel 
shop last January. The bagels are made 
by Tom Roden, former owner of down- 
town Burlington’s the Mad Hatter, who 
steams rather than boils them. 

Appearance: Megan called these bagels 
“very uniform ... almost like toy bagels,” 
while Sarah found them “enormous and 
lopsided.” Diane, disclosing her bagel 
proclivities, observed that they were 
"pu' y, nice.” 

T exture: Corey found this bagel “fl u' y”; 
Steve pointed out its “nice, hearty chew.” 
Diane called them “a little doughy.” 

Flavor: Steve was impressed by the 
salt levels of both the plain and the 
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GMO-To-Go 


GMO LABELING Bll 
VERMONT HOUSE 
Good thing Vermont's 
GMO bill has a 
long shelf life. 

It’s been 
three yea 


PASSES THE 




legisla- 


GMO 


introduced 
to require 
genetically 

modified organisms be 
labeled as such. The GMO 
bill passed the House last 
Friday by a vote of 99 to 
42 — just days before the 
session ended. A third of 
Vermont’s legislators were 


FREE 


cosponsors, signaling the 
bill’s broad public support. 

The next step — a Senate 
vote — won’t happen until 
the legislature convenes 
next January. That’s 
not ideal for sup- 
porters of the 
bill, but it’s 
better than 

observers 
thought 
the bill 
ras history 
as recently as 
two weeks ago. 

But it passed the House 
Judiciary Committee 7 to 4 
on the morning of May 7. “I 
think this will make 
floor Thursday or Friday,” 
predicted rural Vermont 


the 


director andrea stander, and 
she was right. 

The bill still has a tough 
row to hoe. Earlier this year, 
Assistant Attorney General 
Bridget Asay expressed 
concern that a GMO labeling 
law might leave Vermont 
vulnerable to costly lawsuits 
from the food and biotech 
industries. 

The VERMONT GROCERS' 

association hasn’t taken a 
formal position on the bill, 
but president jim harrison 
says the organization is 
concerned that it could 
adversely impact state 
retailers. "We believe that 
such labeling should be on 
a national, uniform basis, 
not based on a state-by-state 
labeling system,” he says. “If 
other states adopt different 
standards, it gets very expen- 
sive and very complicated 
for both food producers and 
retailers." 


Beer Here 

BREWSTER RIVER PUB BEGINS 
BREWING: LOST NATION 
RELEASES FIRST BEERS 
It seems like every week 
in Vermont is “Craft Beer 
Week” — but this week 
actually is. 

BILLY MOSSINGHOFF, 

co-owner and chef of 
Jeffersonville's brewster river 
pub a grill, has been busy 
turning out batches of beer 
from a brand-new half-barrel 
system since he got his brew- 
ing permit in April. 

So far, a Belgian wheat 
ale, a rye IPA and a dun- 
kelweizen have filled pint 
glasses at Brewster River, 
where house-brewed beers 
command two or three of the 
pub’s 13 taps. 

Mossinghoff has been 
home brewing for years, he 
says, so this was a natural 


Entrees, No Exits 

A SLEW OF OPENINGS FROM RUTLAND 

Warm weather has a way of hatch- 
ing new restaurants and bars. No 
matter where you live in the state, 
chances are there’s a new place 
in your 'hood — or at least on the 
horizon. 

Last week, the intensely antici- 
pated mule bar kicked things off in 
Winooski, confirming Main Street as 
pub-crawl territory. 

In nearby Colchester, a sports 
bar named the penalty box will open 
in June inside the former Venue 
Nightclub space. The new spot is the 
brainchild of Colchester resident 
marko jurenvic, who envisions a 
neighborhood watering hole with 
big-screen televisions and an acces- 
sible beer lineup that includes both 

SWITCHBACK BREWING COMPANY and Bud 

Light 

Look for more unusual items, too, 
such as smoked turkey legs, smoked 
meat sandwiches and “very strong” 
Turkish coffee. 

Also a music booking agent, 
Jurenvic is painting the pub walls 
with murals of Elvis Presley and 
Frank Sinatra to set the mood for live 
music and karaoke. “I like music, I like 
food, I like a good time," he says of his 



impetus for opening the spot at 127 
Porters Point Road. 

As reported here last week, penny 
cluse cafe co-owner Charles reeves and 
his wife, holly cluse, are in the process 
of purchasing the building next door 
to their 15-year-old eatery for a new 
venture to be called, aptly, lucky next 

The spot at Burlington’s 163 Cherry 
Street will open by September and be 
devoted to “espresso, smoothies, beer 


and wine, with limited food service,” 
Reeves says. 

Sounds a little bit like the new 
cafe verge in Rutland. The fast-casual 
spot opened in April at 136 Strongs 
Avenue with a menu of smoothies, 
wraps and burritos. Owner gary 
maravalli owned and operated 
Rutland’s Vermont Bagel Cafe until it 
closed a decade ago. 

The whammy bar in Calais 
has been open for a while — since 
last October — and it’s a great 
example of rural diversification. 
nancy and artie toulis have owned 
the Maple Corner Store, which 
also houses the post office, for 
seven years. In anticipation of mail 
delivery changes, now it’s a local 
gathering spot after hours, too. 

The Toulises busted through two 
storage-room walls to create a cozy, 
brightly hued bar. 

At 31 West County Road, the 
Whammy Bar serves up six tap 
beers, a raft of wines and spirits, 
and a menu of Mediterranean- 
inspired fare such as antipasto, 
pizza, dolmades, crostini and 
wings. It hosts live music acts 
weekly. 

Turns out Artie Toulis hails from 
a family of restaurateurs. 



Hot Date? 

Come to Richmond! 


ROMANTIC DINING V CASUAL ATMOSPHERE 

27 Bridge St, Richmond 
Tues-Sun • 434-3148 



SmittysPubVT.com 

Ethan Allen Shopping Center 
1127 North Avenue ■ Burlington, Vt 
802-862-4300 
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112 Lake Street • Burlington 
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The newest edition of 7 Nights serves up 
900+ restaurants, select breweries, vineyards 
and cheesemakers, plus dining destinations 
outside Vermont. Available free at 1000+ 
locations and online at sevendaysvt.com. 


MOVING? 

GET RID OF GOOD STUFF FREE 
AND TRASH FOR A FEE AT THE 


SPRING 


When Thursday, May 23, 11-3 
Where © Burlington locations : 

• Loomis Street 

• Bradley Street 
What Beds 'Books *Bikes 

Clothes 'Furniture 
Kitchenware *and more! 
Fees apply for trash (no TVs). 
For more info contact CSWD at 872-81 1 1 or UVM at 656-9405 
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progression, though it entailed a year 
and a half of paperwork. "It’s kind of 
similar to what three needs used to do,” 
he says of his rotating roster of small- 
volume brews. 

Those 15-gallon batches enable him 
to experiment, Mossinghoffe adds. 
Currently fermenting or conditioning 
are a hefeweizen, an imperial IPA 
and a “maple cream ale” for which 
Mossinghoff used 7 percent reverse- 
osmosis maple sap instead of water 
during the brew process. 

Meanwhile, in nearby Morrisville, 
lost nation brewing — the new 6000- 
barrel venture of former Trapp Family 
Lodge brewers allen van anda and jamie 
Griffith — released its first kegged beers 
last week. 

A batch of Lost Nation’s inaugural 
Gose, a tart, German-style beer. 


went to the farmhouse tap & grill in 
Burlington and the brand-new mule bar 
in Winooski. “It’s just trickling out,” 
says Van Anda, who is still waiting on 
tap handles but says he has made beer 
three or four times weekly since receiv- 
ing his brewing license. 

The opening of Lost Nation’s on-site 
tasting room is still about a month 
away, but Van Anda expects to be 
releasing new brews in rapid succes- 
sion — a saison, a black ale called Pitch 
Black and a “light session Belgian” 
called Petit Ardennes, named for a 
Vermont-like range of Belgian moun- 
tains. "It’s awesome" he enthuses. © 





The Hole Truth 



OPEN FROM 11:OOAM-9:OOPM SON-TOE 
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authentic mexican cuisine 


CANTINA 


Your Place 
'Prwalel’cuUed! 

_ PRIVATE 

Flatbread “ 
Pizza Parties 

k Unlimited Salad. Flatbread t 

■ S' and Belgian Chocolate Pizza,^^ 


Bakery & Ca 


More Info: 

ifWW.AUGUSTFIRSTVT.COM 

802 - 540-0060 


JST FIRST BAKERY 


fl CITY HALL PARK & 

EBT CARDS 

| ST. PAUL STREET 

& DEBIT CARDS I 


NOW ACCEPTED 
@ MANAGERS TBIT | 
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CONGRATULATIONS. COLLEGE GRADS' 

CELEBRATE WITH 


MONDAY 


MADNESS 

S2 Chicken or Beef Tacos 
and S3 Long Trails 


everything bagels, declaring that ev- 
erything bagels should include salt 
“by definition." Diane and Megan also 
enjoyed these bagels’ saltiness, which 
Megan said was countered in the every- 
thing by “a nice bit of sweetness from 
the onion.” Sarah found them too savory 
and desired a bit more sweetness. 

Verdict: These giant puffballs of the 
bagel world use salt to their advantage. 
Toasted and slathered with cream 
cheese, would they become too saline? 
It’s worth a shot. 

THE BAGEL CAFE AND DEU 

1127 North Avenue. Burlington, 

660-9693 

Established: 2002 

Price: $8 for a baker's dozen; $1.67 for a 
plain bagel toasted with butter 

Number of flavors: 20 
Coffee: Vermont Coffee Company 


BAGEL FACTORY 

595 Shelburne Road, Burlington, 
651-9826 

Established: Staffers couldn't tell us. 
Price: $7.98 for a dozen; $1.39 for a 
toasted bagel with butter 

Number of flavors: 25 
Coffee: Green Mountain Coffee 

The skinny: We included these super- 
market bagels after a few hearty nomi- 
nations from staffers. 

Appearance: Steve found the 

plain bagels “pale and dull, though 
the everything bagel had slightly 
better camouflage.” Diane called them 
“the bagels next door.” Megan found 
some pale and some burnt; they were 
“inconsistent,” Corey declared. They 
were also almost the largest of our 
samples. 


“PERFECTLY GOLDEN BROWN, GLOSSY AND PLUMP” 

MEGAN FAWNED. 


The skinny: The bagels from this 
always-busy New North End staple are 
part of our weekly rotation at Seven 
Days, though not all of our testers could 
pick them out of the lineup. Eleven years 
of successful bagel making is impressive. 

Appearance: Steve found the average- 
size everything bagels “brimming with 
seedy goodness." Sarah admired the 
“small blisters” that speckled each, 
while Diane found them “kinda crazy 
looking.” 

Texture: Megan had to “chomp down 
really hard” to get a bite of this “uber- 
chewy" bagel. Corey had one word for 
that: “tough.” 

Flavor: “Bland,” observed Sarah. Steve 
detected char. Like Steve, Diane ad- 
mired “the good amount of everything” 
on the everything bagel. 

Verdict: These standbys are good- 
lookin' and chewy, but rather flat in 
flavor goodon their own. Perhaps 
they're ideal blank canvases for, say, the 
deli’s bacon-scallion cream cheese? 


Texture: Like her fellow tasters, Sarah 
was not impressed with this bagel’s 
facade. However, inside lurked a sur- 
prise: “Very dense and moist,” she 
observed. “Nice, stretchy consistency 
and pleasing bite,” added Steve. Inside 
the “crispy outside,” Diane found “nice 
air bubbles,” though Megan was disap- 
pointed that these “deflated” when the 

Flavor: Drawing assessments from 
“standard” (Diane) to "ashy” (Sarah), 
these bagels didn't wow but seemed 
perfectly able-bodied. Sarah appreci- 
ated the everything bagel's “intense and 
oniony flavor.” 

Verdict: As the cheapest of the bunch 
— right now, it’s “buy six, get six free” 
at Price Chopper — these pale bagels 
over-delivered. 


More food after the 
classifieds section, page 49 
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FELDMAN’S BAGELS 

660 Pine Street, Burlington, 
540-0474 


Texture: Corey found this bagel “very 
chewy,” while Steve detected a pretzel- 
like texture. Diane called it “really 


Established: 2013 

Price: $8.50 for a baker’s dozen; $1.45 
for a plain bagel toasted with butter 

Number of flavors: 10 
Coffee: Speeder & Earl's 

The skinny: This baker)' marks the re - 
appearance of Roy Feldman, who runs it 
with his daughter, Maddy. 

Appearance: Diane observed that these 
bagels were “cute. So perfect they make 
me a little nervous.” “Perfectly golden 
brown, glossy and plump,” Megan 



with cream cheese, wrote, “I usually 
think there’s no point to a plain bagel, 
but this one was actually tasty.” 


Verdict: The hands-down staff favorite. 


BAGEL BAKERY 


992 Shelburne Road, 

South Burlington, 864-0236 


Established: 1979 


Price: $8 for a baker’s dozen; $1.50 for 
a toasted bagel with butter 

Number of flavors: 20 



: The oldest st 
bagel baker)' tu 
undreds of bag 


Appearance: This bagel didn't bowl 
anyone over with its looks. “Pasty,” 
“puffy,” “unnaturally shiny” and 
“gloss)'" all appeared in staffers’ notes. 
Steve called his plain bagel “the bagel of 
sadness.” 


Flavor: Observations ranged from 
"nothing” to “salty.” Megan found the 
onions on the everything bagel “very 
strong.” A good thing? 

Verdict: These bagels need a little TLC, 
but we wonder if they’re designed as 
bases for the creative cream cheeses and 
toppings that keep this cafe perpetually 
buzzing. 


MYER S BAGEL BAKERY 

377 Pine Street, Burlington, 
863-5013 

Established: 1996 

Price: $10 for a baker's dozen; $2.22 for 
a toasted bagel with butter 

Number of flavors: 11 
Coffee: Vermont Coffee Company 

The skinny: These are chew)', dense 
Montreal-style bagels. You love ’em or 
you hate ’em, but you usually recognize 
them from a mile away. 

Appearance: Steve observed that, 
given their distinct style, “there’s little 
point comparing these to the others.” 
Diane, who would ban Montreal-style 
bagels from Vermont if given the 
chance, called them “unattractive. 
Shriveled. The hole-to-bagel ratio is all 
out of whack.” Others found comfort in 
their familiar shape, though all agreed 
that the everything bagel suffered from 
a surfeit of poppy seeds. 

Texture: These dense bagels require 
"a bit of extra chewing,” said Sarah. 
"They are more fluffy than they look,” 
Corey pointed out. 

Flavor: Sarah thought these “pack a lot 
of flavor into their small size.” Megan 
called them “delicious” and found the 


plain bagel “honey sweet." “Do I have to 



a riot.© 
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CONGRATS 
ALL GRADUATES! 

Celebrate with Dinner 
at Sneakersl 

Wednesdays-Saturdays starting at 5pm 

WEDNESDAY: TACO NIGHT 
S2.50 Tacos & 

$5 Fresh Fruit Margaritas 


THURSDAY: DOGO DURGERS 
Buy One, Get One Free! 
served either at Sneakers or 



FRIDAY: S6 Fresh Fruit Mojitos 
SATURDAY: $7 MARTINIS 



Star- Spangled 
Suds 

The rapid ascendance of St. Albans' 14th Star Brewing 



S teve Gagner pulls a tap jutting 
from the wall of his tasting 
room at 14th Star Brewing, and 
golden beer fills a tulip-shaped 
glass. “I came up with this one night 
while sitting on the couch watching 
‘[The] Big Bang Theory,’" Gagner says 
earnestly. 

His vision was an ale with grapefruit, 
orange and lemon flavors, “a citrusy 
beer that wasn’t dank. It had to be 
refreshing," Gagner continues. That 
same night, he drove to the supermarket 
and picked up 20 pounds of citrus fruit, 
which he zested at home. The next 
day, Gagner combined that oven-dried 
zest, Columbus hops and a handful of 
coriander seed into a brew that matched 
the one of his imagination: a tangy pale 
ale with a hoppy backbone and faint 
hint of sweetness. “That first batch 
was pretty close,” Gagner says. With 
minor tweaks, it became 1493, one of the 
signature brews at 14th Star Brewing, St. 
Albans' only craft brew house. 

Not quite a year old, 14th Star has 
already seen such wild success that 
it’s spilling out of its cozy space, even 
though Gagner sells most of his beer to 
just a handful of local restaurants. “We 
never expected to grow this fast. We've 
already reached our fourth-year sales 
projections," says Gagner, a muscular 
Army vet with a shaved head and tattoos 
of maple leaves and the Stars and Stripes 
on his arms. He’s on the hunt for a new 
location. 

Unlike 1493, 14th Star did not come 
about in a flash. This nanobrewery has 
been a longtime in gestation, ever since 
Gagner began home brewing eight 
years ago. The idea for the business 
took shape over a long year he spent 
in the desert of Afghanistan, and it 
finally took root last fall in St. Albans — 
Gagner’s home turf. 

Gagner, 34, enlisted in the Army when 
he was 17. His father, Gaston, served for 
36 years as a recruiter and eventually 
a retention officer, so it seemed like a 
natural route, he recalls. About six years 
into his tenure, the younger Gagner was 
sent on his first tour — to Iraq. 


When he returned in December 
2005, Gagner was a new dad; his wife, 
Nicole, had given birth to their first 
child. The Army gave him an assignment 
in Rutland, a long drive from his home in 
Swanton, so he rented an apartment to 
save on gas. There, to kill the time away 
from his family, Gagner started making 
soap and cheese — and brewing beer. “I 
was bored. And I like making things that 
people like,” he says. 

Like many creative people, Gagner 
taught himself the craft via imitation. 
His first home-brewed beer was a 
Magic Hat Brewing Company #9 
clone. “It tasted like peaches and dish 
soap. I had no idea what I was doing," 
he says. 

Gagner kept at it, brewing almost 
every night he was away from home 
and giving away most of what he made. 
Gradually, the beers improved. The first 
brew he perfected, he recalls, was a 
malty, spicy ale that eventually became 
Victory Harvest Brown Ale, one of 14th 
Star’s staples. “It was the first beer 
[where] I really dialed in as a home 
brewer," he says. 

He also worked on the brew that 
eventually became the hoppy Valor. 
“It started about six years ago as 
a Switchback clone," Gagner says, 


but he couldn’t get it exactly right 
because he didn't know the specifics 
of Switchback's key ingredient: its 
yeast. Still, the beer “took on a life of 

When Gagner and his troop were 
sent to Afghanistan's Andar district 
in 2010, he and an Army buddy, Matt 
Kehaya, had a lot of time on their hands 
to think about starting a business — an 
entire year. “We were in the middle of 
nowhere. It was completely spartan, but 
we loved it,” Gagner says. 

He won’t say much about his time 
in Afghanistan — there were attacks 
but he speaks freely about his remote 
research into the Vermont beer market, 
which involved digging up statistics 
such as Franklin County’s status as the 
third-largest consumer of beer in the 
state. “We made a business plan [based] 
on a lot of assumptions,” Gagner says, 
referring to his gut sense that a craft 
brewery would be well received on 
his home turf, and maybe offer him 
sustenance after his eventual retirement 
from the Army. 

He chose the name 14th Star to 
mark Vermont's entry into the Union 
as the 14th state in 1791. Because 
Kentucky joined the Union a little 
over a year later, American flags with 
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14 stars are rare. The configuration 
eventually became 14th Star’s logo. 

When Gagner returned to the States, 
he rented one side of a building on St. 
Albans’ Lower Newton Street that also 
houses a transmission shop. With a 
brewing space not much larger than a 
garage and little to no budget, Gagner 
and Kehaya — who helped him set 
up shop and still assists in the tasting 
room — relied on ingenuity, welding 
and carpentry skills, and donated 
equipment to make the plan work. 


PEOPLE HAVE LONG 

UNDERESTIMATED 
THE BEER SCENE 
UP HERE 


Gagner calls 14th Star's brew house 
“the MacGyver of Vermont brewing.” 
Most of the equipment in the room 
is recycled, donated or repurposed. 
The brewers grind their malted grains 
on a knee-high mill atop a makeshift 
frame that Gagner built. To its left are 
the unconventional heating, mashing 
and brewing tanks, which are actually 
open-topped maple-sap collection vats 
donated by Gagner’s father. “Matt did the 
welding, and 1 did the cladding,” Gagner 
says, referring to the vertical wooden 
slats that edge each piece. “There’s no 
other brew house like it. We’re pretty 
proud of it.” 

Inside the tiny fermenting room 
are a few cherry-red English-style 
fermenters that look like flying 
saucers — on loan from Paul Sayler 
of Burlington’s Zero Gravity Craft 
Brewery. “I can’t imagine another 
industry being like this,” marvels 
Gagner, who has been bowled over by 
the generosity of fellow brewers. 

To wit: Gagner received his 
brewing license only a month before 
last year’s Vermont Brewers Festival. 
“I thought, No way are we going to 
be able to brew enough beer," he 
recalls. But Sayler loaned Gagner 
conditioning tanks to expand his 
capacity, and Magic Hat donated 


a few kegs. That July weekend, 
Gagner poured his golden pale ale for 
thousands of people at the festival — 
his commercial debut. 

Ten months on, 14th Star brews 440 
gallons of beer twice a month, but that 
isn't enough to sate its fans; Gagner never 
has beer on hand for more than 10 days 
at a time. In March, he hired his first full- 
time employee, brewer Dan Sartwell, 
who had put in time at the Shed, Rock 
Art and Trapp Family Lodge breweries. 

When 14th Star’s sunny tasting 


“Mimmo [owner Domenico Spano] 
went down and asked for this himself,” 
she says. “The demand is high. We get 
people in here all of the time that ask for 
local beer.” 

With this promising start, Gagner 
ponders the legacy he'll leave to his 
kids. He sees 14th Star as “something 
1 can build and grow and pass on.” 
Last month, he was asked to become 
a member of the board of the Vermont 
Brewers Association. 

The future is rife with plans. Sartwell 
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room is open, on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Sundays, it’s mobbed with 
visitors getting their growlers filled 

— 120 to 150 a week, Gagner reckons 

— or tasting samples from one of the 
four taps. 

On a recent visit, those taps are 
hooked up to kegs of 1493, Valor — a 
coppery, nutty ale with powerful 
hoppiness — and Victor}' Harvest 
Brown Ale, a malty beer with caramel 
undertones. On other days, there might 
be an IPA made with local honey, or a 
porter brewed with local maple sap. 

Gagner attributes 14th Star’s 
success to the flocks of locals and 
friends who show up at his tasting 
room — and to the fact that it’s St. 
Albans’ first, and only, brewery. 
“People have long underestimated the 
craft-beer scene up here. There’s a 
lot of educated people, but not a huge 
beer presence,” Gagner says. Still, he 
admits, “Sometimes we need to pull 
people out of their comfort zone” — 
from Bud Light, for instance, to one of 
his eight signature brews. 

At Mimmo’s Pizzeria Restaurant in 
St. Albans, 14th Star beers consistently 
flow from two of the six taps; they’re 
the second- and third-highest sellers 
behind Switchback Brewing Company 
ale, according to server Crystal Lafferty. 


and Gagner have begun bottling 14th Star 
beers, which are sold at the brewery and 
may eventually land on retail shelves. 
Soon they’ll undertake a brewing project 
in tandem with the Trapp Family Lodge; 
both breweries will use the same lager 
yeast, but 14th Star will make an IPA 
and Trapp will turn out an “IPL,” or 
imperial pale lager. Then they’ll serve the 
beers side by side at this year’s Vermont 
Brewers Festival in July. The resulting 
two beers “will show people how a yeast 
behaves in different styles," Gagner says. 

Gagner and Sartwell will also keep 
dipping into the gallons of maple sap 
they acquired from a friend of the family 
— for maple porter, maple stout, “maple 
you name it,” Gagner says. 

As 14th Star’s website points out, 
the state’s founding father was a “beer 
enthusiast.” Perhaps Ethan Allen’s 
legacy is the reason beer is becoming 
as quintessential a Vermont product as 
the syrup Gagner swirls into some of his 
brews. And, with an expansion in 14th 
Star’s future, beer lovers across the state 
may soon be able to taste what’s brewing 
up north. © 







Bar Menu • Full menu 
Children’s menu 
Available all the time! 


Vintage Inspired 

Lifestyle 

Marketplace 

180 Flynn Ave, Burlington 
802.488.5766 

Antiques • Curious Goods 
Art • TREASURES 



with Renee Savoie 
Saturday, May 18, 12-4PM, $80 
ill or email infold Vintagelnspired to regist 

MON-SAT 10-5, SUN 12-4 
V1NTAGEINSPIRED.NET 








Multigenerational Masters 


Fifteen-year-old David Horak’s interests include fencing, baking and, more 
recently, driving. But this isn’tyour typical teenager. Horak is a virtuosic 
violinist and pianist and winner of the Burlington Chamber Orchestra's 
young artist solo competition. Led by guest conductor Ronald Feldman, he 
joins the final concert of the season as a featured soloist with a performance 
of Bach’s Concerto in F on the ivory keys. Additional works include Benjamin 
Britten’s Simple Symphony, Haydn's Symphony No. 74 and the premiere of 
Memories Past: A Story of My Life by local composer Noah Marconi. 


Bur LiNgto N chAmBEr orch EStr A With D AViD hor Ak 

Saturday, may 18, 8 p.m., at mcCarthy Arts Center, st, michael’s College, in 
Colchester. $1 0-25. i nfo, 863-5966. flynntix.org 



Pawsitive 

Energy 


canine companion, 
critically acclaimed 
writer Sue Halpern 
took action. She joined 
her precious pooch as 
the human half of a 
certified therapy dog 
team. Regular visits to 
Middlebury’s Helen 
Porter Healthcare and 

Rehabilitation Center strengthened their bond and gave each a renewed sense 
of purpose. The Ripton resident celebrates the release of A Dog Walks Into a 
Nursing Home: Lessons in the Good Life From an Unlikely Teacher, in which a 
colorful cast of characters and humorous, compelling anecdotes bring Halpern’s 
experience to life. 


SuEhALpErN 

Thursday, may 16, 7 p.m., at Champlain Valley Unitarian universalist society in 
middlebury. f ree, info, 388-2061. vermontbookshop.com 




Symphonic 

Strings 
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arpist Jacqueline Kerrod and 


arpist Jacqueline Kerrod and 
violinist Marc Uys are bound by a 
love of chamber music. Drawing 
on a mutual desire to reinvigorate the 
genre in their native South Africa, the 
musicians formed Clockwise in 2008. An 
inaugural tour throughout their home 
country featured a repertoire of modern 
works alongside classical standards, and 
set the tone for the group, which is now 
based in New Y ork City. Soprano Mary 
Bonhag and bassist Evan Premo join the 
duo in a program ranging from Bach's 
sacred cantatas to the world premiere 

! of Cornelius Dufallo’s ~e Mosaic Was 
My Soul. A dinner of farm-raised fare 
precedes Fridays show. 


MAY 17-19 1 MUSIC 
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Textiles for Miles 

There’s more to Vermont’s locavore scene than 
sugar shacks and apple orchards. The Northeast 
Kingdom Farm to Yarn Tour showcases the stare’s 
fi ber-producing animals. Folks can visitup to 
10 farms and meet the sheep, goats, rabbits and 
alpacas whose coats become angora, cashmere, 
mohair and more. Demonstrations of hand- 
shearing, as well as drop-spindle and spinning- 
wheel techniques, illustrate the transformation of 
raw materials into knit-worthy products. Select 
locations — including Montgomery Center’s 
Mountain Fiber Folk Cooperative shop and studio 
— o° er supplies, knitwear and needle-felt art that 
refl ect the creative potential of these handspui 
wonders. 

NORTHEAST KINGDOM FARM 
TO YARN TOUR 

Saturday, May 18, & Sunday, May 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,at 
various Northeast Kingdom locations. Free. Info, 626- 
8511. travelthekingdom.com 





SnyderHomesvt.i 


A, Bella Voce 

Women's Chorus of Vermont 
Dawn O. Willis, Artistic Director 


Bangs of 

Hope and Freedom 

Music by American Composers 

»ey Called Her . 

M*i)*i*3i*i 

id mic bj Aaron fopM, Irvlnn Flit, Pail Easier, Mark Dana and Ola Gjtilo 
Saturday, Maj 18, 2013, 8 p.m & Sunday, May 19, 2013, 3 pji. 

First Baptist CM. Burliijtoi RH South Boro Cantina! Chaich 
Titbls $18 Milk, ili Seoiors id Slutoli Adviocr tkitli miliMe fbrajh llpiOurp, 802-88-n.YNN . 

www.belIavocevt.org / 
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Model Home Open Thursday- Monday, 12-5 


ANNOUNCING 

Finney 

crossing 






LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 



food & drink 

BEER-PAIRING DINNER: Foodies feast on six prix- 



games 


health & fitness 


F0RZA.-THE SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: Using 



MONTREAL-STYLE ACRO YOGA: Using partner and 



kids 


AFTER-SCHOOL CAMERA CLUB: Cinema lovers In 



ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships ( 



FRANKLIN STORY HOUR: Lovers of the written word 



MONTGOMERY INFANT/TODDLER PLAYGROUP: 



REEVE LINDBERGH: The author reads her picture 




seminars 

DIGITAL RESOURCES WORKSHOP: Library-card 



PROJECT MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE: CHAMPLAIN 
VALLEY CHAPTER MEETING: International project 



SOCIODRAMA: HEALING SOCIETY THROUGH 
CREATIVE ACTION: Meditation practitioner Herb 





THE CASWELL SISTERS: Vocalist Rachel and violin- 



Our team at RunVermont greatly appreciates the work 
environment provided by Main Street Landing. The 
convenience, the atmosphere and the view are unbeatable. 
And we’ve got our own little community here with fellow 
tenants that really facilitates some business to business 
exchange. The staff of Main Street Landing always greet you 
with a smile and a hearty hello. ..they make you feel welcome. 
Peter Delaney | Executive Director, RunVermont | runvermont.org 


MAIN STREET LANDING 


join Main Street Landing’s neighborhood 
of creative and friendly businesses 

Call Melinda Moulton 802-864-7999 BSSSE6I 
melinda@mainstreetlanding.com 

mainstreetlanding.com aiH 


% 
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THIS THURSDAY! 


It’s time to buy a house! 

We can help youput the pieces together. 




MEET THE EXPERTS: 


ANDREW D. MIKELL, ESQ. 
STATE MANAGER 


3 


Vermont e . Attorneys 
Title (Corporation 


ROBBI HANDY HOLMES 
REALTOR | 





THE MORTGAGE TEAM FROM: 
Verx$nt federal 


CREDIT UNION 


Vermont zylttomeys 
J— Title Corporation presents a 

Home© 

Buying 

Seminar 

hosted by SEVEN DAYS 


Thursday, May 16, 6-8 p.m. 
ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM & SCIENCE CENTER 


5:30 Check-In 

EIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 


RSVPby: 

NOON, THURSDAY, MAY 16 
AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM OR 865-1020 x36 





FINDFUtUREDAtES + UPDAtESAt SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 


THU.16 « P.55 


FRI.17 


Ras PBeRRy Bus H PRun Ing & cOIBIe 


food & drink 


Info. 878-0700. 



comedy 

newest 'member.* Off Center for the Dramatic Arts. 
SB. Info, 999-5751. 

dance 

Info. 229-4676. 

tory workshop. 7-7:30 p.m.: dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
$8-10; bring a snack to share. Info, 899-2378. 

p.m.: dance, 7:45-10 p.m. S7. Info. 877-6648. 
sw Ing Dance : Big Hat. No Cattle provide live music 

donation. Info. 225-8921 or 595-7953. 


Auditorium. 6:30 p.m. S15. Info. 863-6600. 


to Ry PResentat lon&RIDe:See 

re. BCA Center. Burlington, 5-8 
fo, 865-7166. 


film 

7:30 p.m. S4-B. Info. 748-2600. 

ling 2012 documentaiy. Catamount Arts Center. 
St Johnsbury. 5:30 p.m. &7:30 p.m. S4-8. Info. 
748-2600. 

Town Hall. 7 p.m. Free, lnfo.483-4050. 


Library. 9-10 am. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

Room, Bellows Free Academy. Fairfax. 9-10:30 am 
Free. Info. 527-5426. 

Isle I a motte Playg Rou P: Stories and crafts 
School, 7:30-9:30 am. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

Elementary School. 10-11 am. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

11:30 am. Free. Info. 527-5426. 


da Rkan D FRIenOs': The virtuosic violinist culmi- 

Peoples Academy Morrisville, 7:30-9:30 pm. Free. 


Donations; S5-15 for dinner. Info, 496-7166. 

kIDs 1 Re Ha Bgym Bene Fit conce Rt : The Phil Abair 


Info. 453-598 2 

mance. A reception follows. Chandler Music Hall. 
Randolph, 7:30 p.m. $10-19. Info, 728-6464. 

388-7368. 

Town Hall, 7:30p.m. $15-20. Info. 431-3433. 

outdoors 

Burlington, 8-8:30 a.m. Free. Info. 658-1414. 

sPRIng mlgRat Ion BIRD walks : North Branch 


BaRk FoRIIFe: 


sat .18 

agriculture 


new noRt HenD BeneFIt Plant sale :RedWagon 

Store. Burlington, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 482-4060. 

10 a.m.-l p.m. S5-15: preregister. Info. 417-1528. 

Point Park. White River Junction. 10 am.-2 p.m. Free. 
Info, 294-2425. 

tReePlant Ing wltHtHe Inte Rvale 
conse Rvat Ion nuRseRy & t He wll Dl IFe 


:e. Info, 660-0440. ext 104. 


$10. Info, 872-6316. 




Plattsburgh. N.Y..7:30 p.m. $4-7. Info. 518-561-4031. 

'Jesus cHRIst suPeRsta R': The St. Johnsbury 

Auditorium. St. Johnsbury School, 7:30 p.m. S7-10. 
Info. 748-2600. 

'nunsense' . See WE0.15. 7:30p.m. 

ing thel920s. First Universallst Church and Society. 
Barnard. 7-9 pm. $10-15. Info, 332-6020. info® 

332-6020. ^ 

Burlington City Hall Audltonum. 8 p.m. $25-28: 

'tHe wltc Hes': SeeTHU.16,7 p,m. 

words 

Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library, Williston. 12:30-1:30 


Hag Fest 2013' : See FRI.17. B pm. 


High lchool.7-9a.m. Free. Info. 229-8666. 


Info, 878-5923 or 878-8071. 

Ham Ps HI Re 250t HannlveRsa Ry cele BRat Ion : 

org for details. Info. 816-233-7687. 

p.m. Free: preregister Info. 800-339-9834. 

conferences 

Vaudeville follow. Goddard College. Plainrteld. 8 a.m.- 
details. Info, 454-8311. 


dance 




SAT.18 » P.58 


MOVING? 

GET RID OF GOOD STUFF FREE 
AND TRASH FOR A FEE AT THE 


SPRING 

Move Out Project 


When Thursday, May 23, 11-3 
Where ©Burlington locations: 

• Loomis Street 

• Bradley Street 
What Beds 'Books ‘Bikes 

Clothes 'Furniture 
Kitchenware • and more ! 
Fees apply for trash (no TVs). 


For more info contact CSWD at 872-81 1 1 or UVM at 656-9405 

esw® ® 

CHAMPLAIN 
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Summer’s coming! 

What's y®UT style? 




COMMUNITY Q 

CGV 

OF VERMONTrc 

Try our Summer Shorts for full l 

college credit in 7 weeks or less starting June 24, OR choose from 
over a thousand of our standard 12-week courses starting May 20. 

Either ivay, CCV has you covered. 

www.ccv.edu 
bOO-22b-6666 

Register Now! 

High school seniors can take a summer class for FREE! Ask us how. 


transferable credits 
convenient course schedules 
affordable tuition 

flexible financial aid and scholarship options 


calendar 


film 

'THE GATEKEEPERS’: S 


NORTHEAST KINGDOM FA 


PET CELEBRATION: Ar 


IE BARNSTAND' COLLECTIVE: It 


}E STREET ART FAIR: A 


: & BRATWURST FE 


WOOFSTOCK: A FESTIVAL OF 


MIDDLEBURY FARMERS MARKET: Ct 


RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: D( 


arious UNCORKING SPRING (ROLLS): Music lovei 


health & fitness 


& CRAFTS WORKSHOP: Li 




LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


Info. 764-1810. 

SATURDAY STORY TIME: Families celebrate the 



THE LITTLE MERMAID': See FHI.17. 2 p.m. &7 p.m. 
WATER CRITTER WONDERS: Curious kiddos ages 5 



music 

AUDREY BERNSTEIN: Hie jazz singer and her band 





BURLINGTON CHAMBER ORCHESTRA WITH DAVID 



HANDEL SOCIETY OF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE: 



MODERN GRASS QUINTET: This group of seasoned 



MONTPELIER COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR: Under 



SAUNTER INTO SPRING FUN RUN/WALK: Teams 



theater 

'A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM' AUDITIONS: See 



'GODSPELL. JUNIOR': See FRI.17, 7:30 p.m. 

'JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR': See FRI.17. 7:30 p.m. 
'NUNSENSE': See WED.15. 2 p.m. &7:30 p.m. 
'PORGY AND BESS IN CONCERT: See FRI.17. 7-9 


'SONGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE CABARETS': Al 






THE WITCHES': See THU.16, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. 


words 



SUN. 19 

agriculture 

BURLINGTON DISMAS HOUSE PERENNIAL PLANT 


community 



dance 

CONTEMPORARY DANCE AND FITNESS STUDIO 
SPRING SHOWCASE: See FRI.17. 2 p.m. 


MILAREPA CENTER SPRING WORK PARTY: See 

NORTHEAST KINGDOM FARM TO YARN TOUR 
WEEKEND: See SAT.18. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

OPERA COMPANY OF MIDDLEBURY: 'MEET THE 



film 


THE GATEKEEPERS': See FRI.17. 1:30 p.m.. 5:30 

food & drink 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Folks fill up on flapjacks. 



Participate in a Research Study 

Volunteers needed for ongoing Dengue fever vaccine studies 


• Healthy adults, ages 18-50 

• Up to $2060 in compensation 

• 1 8 month study 

• 2 doses of vaccine or placebo 

• 20 follow-up visits 

• Most visits are concentrated in the 
1 st and 1 2th month of the study. 


B The Call (802) 656-0013 for more info and to schedule o screening. 

UNIVERSITY Leave your name, number, and a good lime to call back. 

°J VERMONT Email: Vac<ineTestingCerter@uvm.edu 




KEEP CLIMBING 

A DELTAS 


NONSTOP SERVICE FROM 
BTV TO ATLANTA. 

ENJOY CONNECTIONS TO OVER 
200 DESTINATIONS. 




calendar 



FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: DIMANCHES: 

Burlington. 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 540-0195. 

music 

BELLA VOCE WOMEN'S CHORUS: SEE SAT.18. South 


theater 

‘ANNIE GET YOUR GUN' AUDITIONS: Thespians 

'GODSPELL. JUNIOR': See FRI.T7, 2 p.m. 

'JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR': See FRI.17. 2 p.m. 
'NUNSENSE': See WED.15.5 p.m. 

"THE WITCHES': See THU.16. 7 p.m. 


MON. 20 

film 


BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY': Tom Cruise stars 


'THE GATEKEEPERS': See FRI.17. 7:30 p.m. 

food & drink 

OUEEN CITY POLICE FOUNDATION BENEFIT 
BREAKFAST: Folks share a meal, then celebrate 

7:30-8 a.m.; breakfast and awards. 8-9:30 a.m. 540: 


HANDEL SOCIETY OF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE: See 

SAT.18, 2 p.m. 

'JAZZ ON THE TOWN': Woodstock Union Middle 

MONTPELIER COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR: See 


outdoors 

BOTANY WALK: The Green Mountain Club leads 

EARLY BIRDER MORNING WALKS: Experienced 
Huntington. 7-9 a.m. Free. Info. 434-2167. 

JAKE KAHN/VERMONT YOUTH ORCHESTRA 5K 

tion. 9 a.m.: race. 10 a.m. S10-18; 540 per family. 
Info. 655-5030. 

WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER: Quick-footed ladies of 

women ages 18 and up. Info. 864-0123. 




THE INSPIRED VEGETARIAN: Jessica Bongard of 


health & fitness 

AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED STABILITY: See 

FRI.17, 10 a.m. 

FORZA: THE SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: See 

THU.16, 6-7 p.m. 

HERBAL CONSULTATIONS: Betzy Bancroft Larken 


infoinvtherbcenter.org. Info. 861-9757. 

INTRODUCTION TO HEARTMATH: Stress- 

R.I.P.P.E.D.: SEE WED.15, 7-8 p.m. 

AUCE IN NOODLELAND: Youngsters get acquainted 


MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 


per week per family. Info. 878-4918. 

SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP: Free play, crafts and 


'REALITY': See FRI.17, 5:30 p.m. 


SWANTON PLAYGROUP: kids and caregivers 

9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

music 

RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP: Musicians produce 
South Burlington. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 658-0030, 

seminars 

BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS: Community members 
edge. Tracy Hall. Norwich. 12:30-2:30 p.m. Free. 

sport 

MONDAY NIGHT CROSS RIDE: Pedal pushers of all 

Sports. Montpelier, 6 p.m. Free. Info. 229-9409. 

JOHN ISAACS: Thedirectorof the Washington. D.C.- 

Free. Info, 985-5124. 


M0N.20 » P.62 




Browse local profiles in Seven Days Personals. It’s a trusted, local online 
community powered by the readers of Vermont’s largest weekly newspaper. 
Whether you’re looking for friendship, love or hookups, our 2000+ members 
are local and ready to meet up. You already have something in common with 
all these folks — you read Seven Daysl 


SEVEN DAYS 

pER§ i\lnl£ 


Introducing: Vermonters 



Curious? 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 



calendar 



Behold 
our latest 
creation... 


K* , . SEVEN DAYS 

^mfculture 

^^^■VERMONT ARTS NEWS + VIEWS 




Read our newest blog for daily news, reviews, 
interviews and musings on local visual art, music, 
theater, film, fashion, books and more. 



JOHN ISAACS: SOUTH BURLINGTON: See above 

STEPHEN BROWN & DAVID JONES: The obstetri- 



words 

BOOK DISCUSSION: FOUNDING FATHERS: History 



FARIBORZ MOKHTARI: The author discusses his 



8 p.m. Free. InFo, 496-4205. 

TIFFANY BLUEMLE: The Vermont Works for Women 



TUE.21 


business 

SMALL BUSINESS FORUM: Vermont Health Connect 





community 


RAIL YARD ENTERPRISE PROJECT PUBLIC 
MEETING: Locals voice opinions about potential 





863-5828. 



HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WED.I5. 10-11 a.m. 
RICHFORD PLAYGROUP: Rug rats gather for 



SCIENCE II. STORIES: BUBBLE MAGIC: Round 




Williston 10 a-m. Free Info. 764-1810. 


language 


FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: Beginner-to- 



THE SINGERS' CHOICE: A GARLAND OF OUR 



seminars 

EMPOWERING YOUR INTENTIONS: GOING BEYOND 
HOPES AND WANTS': Fred Cheyette outlines posi- 






words 

CADY/POTTER WRITERS CIRCLE: Literary enthusi- 



WED. 22 


agriculture 

EDIBLE LANDSCAPING WORKSHOP: Ecological 



LIFE-DRAWING CLASS: Live models inspire stud- 






MAM 

Vermont Chamber Business & Industry EXPO May 22 & 23 
Sheraton Burlington Hotel & Conference Center 

Wednesday, May 22: 






2012 Deane C. Davis Outstanding 
Business of the Year Award 

Winner Announced at Opening Ceremonies. 

Senator Leahy Business Breakfast: Catch the 
Momentum with Bill Stenger of Jay Peak Resort. 
SPONSORED BYVELCO 


Business Luncheon: How to Recruit and Retain Top Talent. 
SPONSORED BY GREEN MOUNTAIN POWER CORP. 

Thursday, May 23: 




SocialToaster 


Business Luncheon: 

Give Your Super Fans Super Powers with SocialToaster. 
SPONSORED BY COMCAST BUSINESS CLASS 

Visit 200 Exhibitors 
Network with over 3000 Attendees 
Largest Business-to-Business Trade 
Show in Northern New England 
Unlimited Networking Opportunities! 

Register Early For FREE Admission 



flf 


A WEEKEND WITH WORLD RENOWNED AYURVEDIC PHYSICIAN, 


SATURDAY, JUNE 8 


DR. VASANT LAD 

/JL 


fhe Film House at Main Street Landing, Burlington Waterfront 


The Ayurvedic Center of Vermont 

802 872.8898 • 34 Oak Hill Road, Williston 


THE 2013 VOLVO S60T5BKC60 

HAVE A SAFE RIDE HOME. 





ALL-WHEEL 

ISk m 



DRIVE 


Almartin Volvo 



calendar 


It’S 

The Point’s 
Wirld Tour 
2013 ! 



Listen for [y 
/our chance J 
to win a trip 
to The San 
: rancisco Bay 

Area to see 


Grace rotter & the 

NocttirnaiSjharea 

Robert 
Plant 

at Berkeley’s 
rL V r>r>\t Theater! 


comedy 


GREEN MOUNTAIN COMEDY FESTIVAL: More than 



conferences 

VERMONT CHAMBER BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 



film 



games 

BURLINGTON GO CLUB: See WED.1S. 7-9 p.m. 

health & fitness 


EARTH ENERGIES. GEOPATHIC STRESS & THE 
HEALTH OF PEOPLE. PLANTS & ANIMALS 
WORKSHOP: Healing arts practitioner Patrick 



HERBS FOR MEN'S SEXUAL HEALTH WORKSHOP: 



INTRO TO YOGA & MEDITATION: Attendees learn 


PREVENTING & HEALING TENNIS ELBOW: Certified 




MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Little ones exerci 



MOVING & GROOVING 


I CHRISTINE: See 


ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: See WED.15, 9-10:30 


music 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE WORLO MUSIC 
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE: Rural West African 



JODY ALBRIGHT: Backed by some of the area's 



outdoors 

RHODODENDRON WALK & TALK: Members of 





CATAMOUNT MOUNTAIN BIKE SERIES: Riders ( 



GREEN MOUNTAIN TA 


talks 






HOWARD COFFIN: The local author and hlstoria 




words 

BURLINGTON WRITERS WORKSHOP MEETING: 
CONTEMPLATIVE MEETING: Reading material 





Over 700 varieties of sustainably grown VT hardy perennials. 
Also annuals and veggie starts. 


68 Brigham Hill Road Essex, Vermont . www.fullcirclegardens.com 
Hours: T\ies-Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4 . 802-879-1919 
Other times by chance or appointment. Gift certificates available. 




There o.re over 1000 Ve 
children in -foxier cccre. 


Many of these kids are looking 
for a family like yours. 

Currently, we have a 12-year-old 
female who needs a stable, 
structured home environment 
while professionals evaluate 
her needs. This assessment 
period of 2-4 months will help 
us determine what supports are 
needed for her to reunify with her 
family. We provide daily support, 
ongoing training and financial help. 
Contact Aimee at 802-488-6645 
or aimeeu@howardcenter.org with 
questions or to RSVP to the open 
house on May 28th from 5:30 
to 7 p.m., 1138 Pine St., Burlington. 


Resort opens for the season 
this Friday, May 17 


Support the animals 
of Addison County at 
Woofstock, Festival of Fidos 
Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


THE DOORS ARE 
OPEN FOR THE SEASON! 

Join us for Golf at the club and lunch or 
dinner at the Red Mill Restaurant. Taste 
our new gastro tavern menu featuring 
local ingredients. 


r BASIN HARBOR CLUB 

On Lake Champlain, Vermont 
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61 Church Street 


www.aristelle.com 
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BABY & 

MATERNITY sponsored: 

ISSUE 


te at 500+ Locations or check out: kidsvt. 
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classes 


CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


ayurveda 

A WEEKEND WITH DR. VASANT 


7-8. Cost: S758/all workshops. 
Main Street Landing, 60 LakeSt„ 

building 

TINY-HOUSE WORKSHOPS 

In Cambridge. May 18-19. Plenty 

Cost: 5250/workshop Location: 


cooking 

KITCHEN MEDICINE: Enjoy a 


DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

598-7077. info@salsalina.com. 

DSANTOS VT SALSA: Experience 


intermediate. 8:75-9:75 p.m. 

INTRODUCTION TO 6-COUNT 


class. Toe.. May 74. 5:30-8:30 


530/35 per class, preregistra- 

252 Main St. Montpelier. 
Herbalism. 224-7700. info® 


May 21-Jun. 25. 6:30-7:30 p.m.. 


drumming 


Jul. 18. 9:30-10:30 a.m. $60/4 

fl ynn arts 

FLYMMARTS 


, DJEMBE. CONGAS & 

4:30-5:20 p.m. 560/6 wks. Conga 
Jun. 14. Jul. 12 & Aug. 2. 5 p.m. 


ECHO. Burlington. 652-4500. 



MIDDLE 8. HIGH SCHOOL 
SUMMER CAMPS 8> INTENSIVES: 

on theFlynn Stage. Hip Hop & 

Arts. Burlington. 652-4500. 

SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 

and Dr. Seuss! Full and half-day 

Museum. Oakledge Park, BCA 

trips'). Burlington. 652-4500. 

SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 


EmBODYing Character. Wilde & 
of Show Biz with an NYC profes- 


652-4500. 0 ynnarts.org. 


health 


HOLISTIC NUTRITION: " is 


Star Wars & Stage Combat, and 



JUUA GRAVES HERBAL 
INTENSIVES: Julia Graves. i 


language 


of Healing 21 Essex Way. suite 
109. Essex Jet. Elements Of 

NATURAL FIRST AID & SIMPLE 
HEALTH SOLUTIONS: Discover 


cussed. You’ll leave with a toolkit 


org. * e Herbal Vehicle: Best 

23. 2-4:30p.m„ S25-30; " e 
Language of Plants Herb Walk: 

24. 3-6 p.m.. S30-35. Location: 
Herbalism. 252 Main Stf 
Integrative Herbalism, 224-7100. 

WISDOM OFTHE HERBS 


lun. 3. 6-7:30 p.m. Sliding scale 


LEARN SPANISH & OPEN NEW 

Center. 585-7025 spanlshpara- 

SUMMER FRENCH CLASSES: 




PLANT SALE! 


$3.50 - Perennials (1 qt.) 

50% off - Polaris Blueberries (3-gal) 
50% off - Common Purple, Miss 
Kim and Sensation Lilacs (3-gal) 
$10 - Select 1-gal Shrubs 
$15 - Select 2-gal Shrubs 


472 Marshall Avenue, Williston 
1 28 Intervale Road, Burlington 
(802)660-3505 • Sun-Sat 8am-6pm 
www.GardenersSupplyStore.com 


Join us at JAY J|k PEAK and 

THE FOUNDRY 
PUB & GRILLE 


NEW SUMMER MENU INCLUDING 

HEARTH FIRED FLATBREADS AND SANDWICHES 

Buy any two entrees and get a free appetizer. 

QJ&D 

For more information or to reserve: 
jaypeakresort.com / 802.988.2715 
Must present this ad to get this special. Expires July 3rd, 2013. 


FRIDAY, MAY 31 ST THE FOEGER BALLROOM 
DOORS, 7:00PM SHOW, 8:30PM 


A Night at JAY ^ PEAK with 


EARN YOUR TEACHING LICENSE 
IN 4 OR 5 SEMESTERS! 

4 semesters: Middle, Secondary, Art 

5 semesters: Elementary, Special Education, ESL 

APPLY 18 CREDITS TO YOUR MASTER’S IN EDUCATION 


Lea.riA. w\ore! 
Q 802.654.2649 
Q smcvt.edu/graduate 
Q education@smcvt.edu 


13 Saint Michaels 
' v College iw NDfo 


Buy 1, Get 1 FREE 

Plant of the Week 


QilKDKNKR^ 





Spend less 
on college. 

Get more out of life. 


Only at CCV can you get a quality education at the 
lowest cost of any college in Vermont and our financial 
aid team can help you figure out how to cover it. 
www.ccv.edu/save 800-228-6686 


COMMUNITYO 

CCVI 

OF VERMONT m 



1 KIDS & FITNESS 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (B02) 879-7734 X 2 • Willislon (802) 860-3343 • S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

INF0gEDGEVT.C0M 


LANGUAGE « P.G6 

123 Ethan Allen Ave.. Colchester. 

497 -0420. michellneatremblay <® 


Tor new students. Study with 

Aikido of Champlain Valley, 257 
Metal & Light J. Burlington. 951 - 
AIKIDO CLASSES: Aikido trains 


VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 


Vermont Aikido. 862-9765, ver- 

KARATE & SELF-DEFENSE: 


Cultural Arts Center 158 South 

Center Toni Flynn, 595-9719. 





Fernandez. CBJJ and IBJJF 
certified Gth Degree Black BelL 


3-time Rio de Janeiro State 




Leroy Rd.. Wiiliston. 660-407 2. 


massage 

ASIAN BODYWORK THERAPY 

available. NCBTMB-assigned 
Cost- 55000/500-hr. program. 

21 Essex Way. suite 109. Essex 
Jet. Elements of Healing. Scott 
Moylan, 288-8160, etementsof- 

THAI BODYWORK FOR ALL- 

5:30 p.m. Cost: $BS/workshop. 

Borquist. 707-934-7077. yoga- 


LEARN TO MEDITATE: Through 


The Shambhala Cafe meets 1st 

ZEN RENOVATION: Spring 

Classes. Wed.. 7p.m. SlO/per- 

Burtington. Barry. 343-7265, 


AWARENESS & SELF-DEFENSE: 


9 a.m.-S p.m. Cost: 5200/2-day 


192 Bear Notch Rd . Corinth. 

relationships 

RELATIONSHIP CLASSES: Men 

Jure 20-Aug 29, 6-7:30 p.m., 
weekly on Thu. Cost: $35/1. 5-he 


West Canal St.. Winooski. Beth 
Lemaire. 655-0585, eljthera- 


spirituality 

FACES OF THE GODDESS: This 




please call. May 29. Jun. 5. 


LONE GOOSE LEAVING THE 
FLOCK: HWA YU TAI CHI: 


64 Main St, 3rd Root Montpelier 
Elite Hayes. 456-7983. 

SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 

The Yang Snake Style is a 

strength, flexibility, vitality, 

class. Location: Bao Tak Fai Tai 


Burlington. 864-7902. iptalc i 

YANG-STYLE TAI CHI: The slo 


p.m.. Sat, 8:30 a.m. $76/ciass, 
$60/mo.. $160/3 mo. Location: 

Healing Center, 180 Flynn Ave.. 


& you will Find a Tai Chi sign on 

Vermont center 
for integrative 
therapy 


setting. May 21-Jul. 9. 4:30-5:30 
p.m. Cost: $240/series. Some 

Therapy. 364 Dorset St. suite 
204. S. Burlington. 658-9440. 

RESTORATIVE YOGA & REIKI 
WORKSHOP: Experience the 

Yoga and Reiki. A restorative 


Whitney & Mary Beth Cacclola. 
May 20. 6-8 p.m. Cost: $30/seat. 

DIALECTICAL BEHAVIORAL 

Dialectical Behavior Therapy 

required. May 22- Jun. 26. 11 a.m,- 
12:30 p.m.. weekly on Wed. Cost: 

364 Dorset St suite 204. S. 
Burlington. 658-9440. 

YOGA & MINDFULNESS FOR 
INFERTILITY SERIES: Infertility 

27. 6-8 p.m. Cost: $I25/series. 

St. suite 204. S. Burlington. 



Fri.: 5 p.m.: Sat.: 10:30 a.m. Cos t 
$I4/Tst 2 classes, multi-class 

Studio B. 294 N Winooski Ave. 
Old North End. Burlington. 999- 



LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: Highly 


days a ivk. Cost: $5-$15/class: 
$115/10-class card; $130/month- 

River Yoga. Chace Mill, suite 1 26. 
Burlington. 343-8119. laughin- 
griveryoga.com. 

YOGA ROOTS: Flexible.inflexible. 

Anusara. Tai Chi. Qigong & 

Birth Visual. May 19. 2-4 p.m. Thai 
Yoga Roots. 6221 Shelburne 


MOVING? 

GET RID OF GOOD STUFF FREE 
AND TRASH FOR A FEE AT THE 


SPRING 

Move Out Project 

When Thursday, May 23, 11-3 
Where © Burlington locations : 

• Loomis Street 

• Bradley Street 
What Beds ‘Books *Bikes 


Clothes ‘Furniture 
Kitchenware ‘and more! 
Fees apply for trash (no TVs). 


For more info contact CSWD at 872-81 1 1 or UVM at 656-9405 

CSWS 8 

CHAMPLAIN 

COLLEGE 

Re 

C °°C emoactV^ 

mm. ED 

P " 1 ' ' 1 1 1 " JEh The University of Vermont 



I^Iofthens oRU)/ 


Tuesday, 


questions. 


sevendaysvt.com and answer 2 


Or, come by Eyes of the World (168 Battery, Burlington). 
Deadline: 05/17 at mv. 7,7 

by 5 p.m. 
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s@und bites 


Birth of the Cool 

If you skipped last weekend’s Waking 
Windows III festival in Winooski, 
you missed what might have been the 
coolest live-music event of the year 
in Vermont. Sure, Discover Jazz is 
exponentially bigger, boasts more star 
power and caters to a wider audience. 
And the Precipice, with a lull year to 
plan — as opposed to, like, three weeks 
for its inaugural run last year — will 
similarly showcase great local acts and 
foster warm and fuzzy community 
spirit, grace potter’s Grand Point North 
is quickly becoming a blowout end-of- 
summer tradition, too. 

But there is a ragged quality to 
Waking Windows that sets it apart 
from those fests and makes it feel 
more, well, rock and roll. Taking 
nothing away from any of them — 
each fest is truly wonderful in its own 
way — I would submit that Waking 
Windows is the most representative 
and reflective of Vermont’s 
underground scenes. 

I’ve used the following analogy 
before — and received some pissy 
emails claiming wanton hyperbole as a 
result. But, bouncing between various 
venues around the Winooski traffic 
circle last weekend, I couldn't help but 
wonder if the WWIII experience was 
something like the earliest incarnations 
of South by Southwest, before corporate 
toxicity mutated it into the monster it 
has become. 

When it started, SXSW was a locals- 
only festival, specifically designed for 
Austin bands. If you talk to those who 
were there, they’ll tell you it was small, 
gritty and exclusionary. And, in many 
ways, that brusque exclusivity was what 
made SXSW great. It was an event for 
and by the cool kids, held in seedy bars 
and makeshift galleries. Sound familiar? 
(And no, I’m not suggesting WWIII will 
ever turn into something like SXSW. 
Though it will very likely continue 
growing.) 

When I was teenager, I worshipped 
local bands like the pants, envy and the 
fags. To wide-eyed, 16-year-old me, the 
whole scene seemed larger than life, the 
epitome of cool. As I’ve gotten older, 

I’ve come to realize that most of the 
people in those bands were just that: 
people in bands, no cooler than you or 
me. (Well, except the Fags’ eugene hutz. 
He’s still the coolest.) But at the time, 
there was a tattered-jean veil of mystery 
surrounding all of them that only 




deepened the seduction. It was dark 
and dangerous. Just being there made 
it seem like you were in on something 
impossibly unique and underground, 
which is how I imagine those first 
SXSWs were. 

WWIII didn't quite bring me back 
to those hazy days at Club Toast or the 
Last Elm Cafe — hazy mostly because it 
was still legal to smoke in bars in 1995. 
But it came close. 


| Whether I was swooning, arm 
g around my best gal, to angers and 
kendall; or digging a raucous set from 
vetica while bellied up to a bar as late- 
aftemoon sun filtered through the front 
windows; or following tooth ache, down 
a cavernous rabbit hole at the Winooski 
Welcome Center; or feeling closer to 
the divine as alpenglow sermonized 
at the Methodist Church; or getting 
sweaty and rowdy at the blazing rock 
block that was the Monkey House on 
Friday night — everywhere I found 
myself, time and time again, feeling as 
though I was being let in on something 
profoundly and exclusively cool. (Note 
to aspiring rock writers: Don’t try a run- 
on sentence like that last one at home. 
This is professional-level grammar 
flaunting here.) 

But here’s the thing: WWIII wasn't 
really all that exclusive. The fesf s 
organizers estimate attendance roughly 
doubled from last year, indicating 
larger and more varied crowds. That 
means the cool kids from Angioplasty 
Media, MSR Presents and Friends + 
Family pulled off quite a magic trick. 
They delivered a festival that embodied 
the mystery and allure of the local rock, 
indie and experimental scenes yet still 
proved accessible enough for general 
audiences to enjoy — and feel cool 


mjfculture 
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FIRST FRIDAY 

> ANTARA, DJ DISCO PHANTOM, DJ VEENA 






Let it Rain is 
bringing rain 
barrels to 
Burlington. 

Don't miss this artful display 
featuring local artists with a 
water conservation ethos in 
downtown Burlington. 



PICTURE 

THIS! 


SEVEN DAYS / 

re View 

ART WORKS, WALKS O WORDS 

Plan your visual 
art adventures 
with our Friday 
email bulletin. 


Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 


music 


CLUB DATES E 




regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic, 8 p.m.. Free. 


THU.16 



Master Class BRANFORD MARSALIS 

stands as the vanguard of modern American 
jazz. The NEA Jazz Master is widely regarded 
as an incomparable performer, composer and 
educator, and a link to the bygone giants of 
the genre. The saxophonist is a noble figure, 
an ambassador of jazz music. But he’s also got 
a sense of humor, as evidenced by the title of 
his latest record, Four MFs Playin' Times. The 
album itself is equally playful, laced with head- 
spinning improvisation, stunning melodic twists 
and irrepressible energy. Marsalis — and three 
other MFs — perform at the Flynn MainStage on 
Sunday, June 2, as part of the 2013 Burlington 
Discover Jazz Festival. 







SIGNAL KITCHEN: Chelsea Light 



central 

BAGITOS: Mike lula (singer- 


regional 

MONOPOLE: the Snacks (rock). 



THERAPY: therapy Thursdays with 
OJ NYCE (Top 40). 10:30 p.m.. Free. 


FRI.17 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Trivia with the 
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BiteTorrent 


Speaking of cool kids, Big Heavy 
World and Magic Hat are once again 
partnering for Heavy Fest, which is 
slated for this Saturday, May 18, at 
the MH brewery in South Burlington. 
If you’ve never been, it’s a lot of fun 
and has sort of become the unofficial 
kickoff for the outdoor music season in 
Vermont. This year’s lineup includes 

RUMBLECAT, TELEPORT, CASIO BASTARD. 

waylon speed, the brew and headliners 
the Jennifer hartswick band. Oh, and 
beer. Lots ofbeer. 


Remember a few paragraphs back 
where I pined for my halcyon youth 
in the 1990s local rock scene? Sigh ... 
where was I? Oh, right, 1995. Coming 
back to 2013, I’ve just received word 
that two of the better bands from 
the 1990s-era rock scene, hover and 
guppyboy, will be reuniting for a show 
at the Monkey House on Saturday, 

July 13. We’ll go more in depth on both 
bands as that date draws closer. In the 
meantime, if you need a babysitter that 
weekend, I’d start lining one up now. I 
have a feeling there might be a slew of 
aging rockers looking for childcare that 
Saturday night. Call it a hunch. 


Safe travels to trapper keeper. The band 
is off on a weeklongtour that will wrap 
up at the Pouzza Fest in Montreal this 
weekend. That festival appears to have 
a direct pipeline to the punk and ska 


scenes of the early 2000s. Some of the 
headliners include the slackers, MU330, 

and the ataris, all of whom I had on 
mixtapes that I wore out in the deck of 
my first car. Man, this week’s column is 
making me feel old. 

Meanwhile, in Morrisville, it is time 
once again for the Hammer Jam at 
Moog’s Place, which goes down this 
Sunday, May 19. This is the second year 
the bar has hosted the fest, which is a 
benefit for Habitat for Humanity. And 
it's a dandy, featuring 25 local bands 
spread out on two stages, including 

the EAMES BROTHERS BAND, DEAD SESSIONS, 
LESLEY GRANT AND STEPSTONE, SETH 

yacovone, tim brick and many more. It 
also includes the winner of this issue's 
‘‘Band Name of the Week" award: 

FUN8RIDGE. 


Local songwriter tim mckenzie is back 
in action after talcing a hiatus of, oh, 
let’s just call it twentysomething years. 
McKenzie is best known locally as a 
member of the pioneering newgrass 
group pine island. But he’s likely to have 
played with just about every notable 
local of that era — this would be the late 
1970s and early 1980s. McKenzie hung 
up his guitar when he lost his taste for 
life on the road, and then most of his 
hearing. He says he was discouraged 
by how little hearing aids helped — 
until, last November, a new technology 
allowed him to hear himself again. 
McKenzie is playing a solo show — he 


says he still can’t hear well in a chaotic 
band setting — at Signal Kitchen in 
Burlington this Sunday, May 19. 


Last but not least, the local scene was 
saddened in February when drummer 
john carleton was struck and killed by 
a car while jogging in California. Before 
moving to CA, Carleton had been a 
fixture in Vermont music throughout 
the 1980s and 1990s, maiming the skins 
for bands such as blue rose, the unknown 
blues band and the jalap eNo brothers, 
among many others. He went on to 
perform with the likes of bo diddley 

and LUTHER 'GUITAR JUNIOR’ JOHNSON. 

To celebrate his life, a memorial jam 
is planned for Club Metronome this 
Monday, May 20. ® 



Listening In 



| THE SMOKING FLOWERS. 2 Guns 
VAMPIRE WEEKEND. 

I SAM AMIDON. Bright Sunny South 




Rushford 

Family Chiropractic 

100 Dorset Street, Suite 21 ■ 860-3336 
www.rushfordchiropractic.com 



FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

LIVEATNECTARS.COM 

188 MAIN ST BURLINGTON VERMONT 
802 658 4771 FACE800K.COMAIVEATNECTARS 


a VT COMEDY CLUB 
» PRESENTS 


MORE INTO VISITVERMONTCOMEDYCLUI.COM 






Come and Explore Burlington's ' 
Amazing Historical Past 



Watch something LOCAL this week. 


■CHANNEL 17 

1 WATCH UVE@5:25 

TWffltMGHlSONlV 
’ [ANDONUnE 


Essex Junction • 878-4500 
1 Marketplace (Off Suae Wilson Rd) 
weighlesscenters.com 


CLUB DATES 


music 


AVAILABLE. 






SAT.18 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Sturcrazie (rock). 9 


CHURCH & MAIN RESTAURANT: 
CLUB METRONOME: Sundae 




MANHATTAN PI) 


MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: 


Working on Our Light Moves CHELSEA LIGHT MOVING’S Self-titled 
debut is a hot, snarling mess of dissonant psych rock. If you could see it, this music would look like 
it’s been filtered through the grease-streaked lens of 1980s SST-era punk and hardcore and projected 
onto the tattered screen of an art-house movie theater. In other words, it’s loud, its provocative 
and it totally kicks ass. Oh, yeah. Almost forgot to mention: The band is fronted by this guy named 
Thurston Moore, who was in some other band called, like, Sonic Youth, or something CLM perform 
at Signal Kitchen in Burlington this Friday, May 16. 



I // CHELSEA LIGHT MOVING (ROCK] 
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REVIEW this 


Scott Tournet, 
VerLaLuz 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Being an active member of the 
Nocturnals — as in Grace Potter & the 
Nocturnals — has got to be a principally 
demanding and time-consuming gig. 
Burlington sometimes seems to have a 
hard time comprehending the level of 
recognition that this band has achieved. 
Releasing a record just about every 
other year and touring relentlessly 
could easily come between a Nocturnal 
and his solo endeavors. However, 
this does not seem to be the case. See 
Benny Yurco's beautifully crafted solo 
debut, This is a Future , from last year. 
See Scott Tournet’s second and most 
recent solo outing, Ver La Lux — now. 

“Lights Go Down,” the theme- 
establishing jump-off point for Ver La 
Lux, opens with a ffom-the-depths 
brand of reverbed drums, bass, acoustic 
guitar and keyboard that suggests a 
more organic take on the Flaming 


Ryan Fauber Band, 
The Milton Tape 

( JENKE RECORDS, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Sometimes outdated media can amplify 
nostalgia. When memories of wistful 
yearning are documented on VHS tapes, 
cassettes or in tattered photographs, 
they seem somehow more meaningful. 
Burlington’s Ryan Fauber Band channel 
this sentiment on a new release, The 
Milton Tape. It takes a minute to adjust 
to the practice-room-style recording 
— originally captured on a tape 
recorder in 2007 — and several more to 
comprehend it. 

The Milton Tape starts with “Lady 
Bum,” which sets a lo-fi tone akin to 
Ween’s The Pod. Aggressive harmonica 
lines join forces with Fauber's eyebrow- 
raising poetic method. Lyrically, the 
singer touches on trust, inner turmoil 
and the many afflictions that can 
accompany relationships. Burlington 
guitarist Jonah Salzman and drummer 
John Leff complete the lineup. 

Leff keeps the album flowing with 
aget-to-the-point approach, which 
is exactly what the songs call for. 


Lips’ monumental Yoshimi Battles 
the Pink Robots. The key difference 
between the two is that Tournet is 
writing, singing and performing as an 
unabashed human being — i.e., with 
feeling — about human being things 
— i.e., feelings. 

“Treasure,” al980s-vibedjam 
co-written by Grace Potter, delves 
even further into Tournet’s seemingly 
compulsive search for meaning in 
shades of emotion — ver la lux means 
“see the light” in Spanish — and does 
so with great pop competency. Vocal 
harmonies spring up and the lyrics tell 
it like it is without telling exactly how it 
is: “When you’re gone the sun is always 
going down / 1 can only feel the light 
when you’re around.” 

Back-to-back stripped-down folk 
ballads “Ex Lover" and “The Longing” 
provide a little respite from Tournet’s 
bouncier inclinations — and they’re 
both heartbreakers. “Ex Lover” is 
perhaps the sweetest breakup song you 
could imagine (“Ex lover. I’ve found 
somebody new / Ex lover, heard you 



found somebody too _. If you keep me in 
your heart, I’ll keep you in mine”). “The 
Longing” is a weary, melancholy duet 
with ... yup, Grace Potter. 

For an album recorded partially in 
hotel rooms (shocker), Ver La Lux is 
surprisingly cohesive. There is an 
essence running through these songs — 
perhaps it's the road — which embodies 
the varying emotional shades of life. It’s 
a helluva record. 

Scott Tournet plays an album-release 
party at the Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge this Thursday, May 16. Ver La 
Lux is available at scotttoumetmusic. 


The production — or lack thereof— 
obstructs the drums somewhat, but the 
instrumentation remains fairly well 
mixed considering this traditional, 
gather-around-the-microphone 
approach. 

Salzman, a longtime friend of 
Fauber's, offers discordant guitar 
soloing in the vein of the Meat Puppets' 
Curt Kirkwood. His contributions* 
which are vital to the album, are ^ 
particularly unmasked on “The Devil 
Shows His Hand," in which he plays 
hastily. 

Fauber, who is passionate and 
skillful with words, has a guttural 
delivery, which can make his lyrics 
difficult to decipher. He sounds a bit like 
GG Allin, if the late shock rocker were 
covering Warren Zevon. Fauber seems 
coolly indifferent when expressing 
himself, and that distance coupled with 
frequent rhythmic repetition makes the 
songs tend to meld together. 

Album closer "The King” is a 
memorable highlight. Against a softer 
musical backdrop, Fauber’s up-and- 
down vocals weave an unnerving 
story about self-imprisonment and 
unknowing. 



Unfortunately, The Milton Tape was 
delivered into the digital world with 
a computer program called Audacity, 
which cancels out some of the sepia- 
tone sound quality of the original 
tape. The record is deep, poetic and at 
times darkly likable, but it may leave 
you wishing you could hear it all in 
analog. The Ryan Fauber Band certainly 
capture a moment here, but let’s hope to 
hear a studio follow-up down the road. 

The Milton Tape by the Ryan Fauber 
Band is available at jenkerecords. 
bandcamp.com. 

JUSTIN CROWTHER 


® GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


summer 








nil 802.728.1217 


learn the sport of 

DRAGON BOAT! 

On Lake Champlain in Burlington 

Learn the fastest growing sport in N. 
America from world-class coaches, 
get the chance to race in the US 
and Canada, challenge yourself 
athletically, and be an integral part 
of a 22 -person team. 


Novice paddlers welcome! 



Season includes weekly M/W 
practices, 2 races, off-water training 
program and more. Adults 18+ can 
try 2 free practices starting 
May 20, 2013. 



01 

w.maliaracing.com 
facebook.com/maliaracing 


MON. 20 


Burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: John 



MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 
MONKEY HOUSE: Lemuria. 



Monday? with Dakota (hip-hop). 

central 

CHARLIE O'S: Trivia Night 

northern 



Radio Flyers Some bands drop so many damn saucy, backbone-slippin’ grooves that you need a whole wagon to cart ’em around. 
Such is the case with Burlington's aptly named funkwaoon, who swirl elements of gospel, R&B and classic funk into an elastic, funkafied fusion that 
can’tbe contained. Well, unless maybe you have a wagon. A big wagon. Catch them at Nectar’s in Burlington this Saturday, May 18, with sophistafunk. 
as part of the Magic Hat Heavy Fest after-party. 


TUE.21 


burlington area 


CLUB METRONOME: Dead 



HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 





is* champlain valley 

OLDE NORTHENDER: Abby TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: 



central 

BAGITOS: Old Time Session. 




ft OTTER CREEK 


REAL. CRAFT. LAGER. 


'Finally, a lager made for the core craft-beer guys 
(and gals). Dry hopped and clocking in at 45 IBUs, 
Vermont Lager is a real head-turner." 


qtUOJLiS* 

-Mike Gerhart Brewmaster 










EYE WttTlCSS tak|Ngnoteofv|sualvermont 


A Brand Apart 


art 


Eyewitness: Collage Artist Benjamin Peberdy by megan james 








ONGOING 

Burlington area 


BENJAMIN PEBERDYC 


JACQUES BURKE: W 


CREATIVE COMPETITION NC 


izarian. Curated by SEABA. Through Mr 


PERFORMANCE OF 




[Channel 3 NEWS] 

The: We ather Team 

Anytime. Anywhere. Facts & Forecasts 

/wcaxWeath erTeam 


WlIMkill] ! MU 


THE LATEST FROM 
SURLY IS THE KRAr 
29ER 



EXPERIENCE RIGID 
SUSPENSION AND 
INCREDIBLE 
HANDLING! 


TRADE USED BIKESI 


OLD SPOKES HOME 




Velda Newman You know summer is imminent when the Shelburne Museum opens a brand-new set of exhibitions. Through October, museum visitors can 
gawk at California-based fiber master Velda Newman's quilt series "Larger Than Life." With the sharp eye of a seamstress and the gusto of a muralist, Newman creates massive, 
yet elegant, collage-like quilts. While you're there, check out “Trailblazers: Horse-Powered Vehicles,” a comparative display of carriages and cars; and an exhibit of landscapes by 
painter Ogden Pleissner. Pictured: "Zinnia” by Velda Newman. 


in Montpelier. Info. 476-2681. 

Bakery & cafe in Middlesex, info. 229-4326. 

359-5001. 

May 31 at Tunbridge public I ibrary. Info. 8B9-9404. 




studio Gallery in Montpelier. Info. 839-5349. 

Info. 258-3992. 

guest Art! St Show : w ork by ceramic sculptor 

Info. 457-1298. 


Montpelier. Info, 262-2253. 

Marshfield. Info. 426-3581. 


Festival Gallery in w aitsfield. Info, 496-6682. 

BigTown Gallery in Rochester. lnfo,767-967D. 

lnfo.457-3500. 




'these honored deAd: Priv Ate And nAtion Al 

northfield. Info. 485-2183. 


JASon gA lllg An-8Aldvrin& Jenn A Ann Kell Y: 

Kelly, in the Third Floor Gallery. Through May 25 at 
studio place Arts in Barre. Info. 479-7069. 




w indsor. Info, 674-9616. 

center. Info. 655-4606. 





Jessa Gilbert Like a flipbook taken apart, Jessa Gilbert’s paintings 
attempt to break down the passage of time. The Brooklyn native and University of 
Vermont grad uses a rhythmic treatment of color and line to investigate the active 
nature of the world. Her figures appear to traverse dimensions of space and color as 
she “searches for different ways of representing action and evolution similar to the 
ever-changing world,” she writes on her website. Gilbert’s show “Connections” is at 
Burlington International Airport through July 6. Pictured "Evening Commute.” 


WORK • ART • PASSION 

PRESENT AND SELL YOUR ARTWORK NOW 


CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 

At CMAC, we have the space and staff to retail 
crafts, paintings and more in a vibrant artistic 
hub. We can also promote your work through 
our internet streaming service, website and 
CMAC advertising. 

Call Edna Sutton today at 802-465-4071 and 
be among the first to take advantage of this 
incredible opportunity. 





arahcOedgevt-com tor i 


(jcsssf» 

•CxiDSS FITNESS 

wuiui.ndaevt.con 


Essex 879-7734 ext. 131 alexandrad@edgevt.com 








SAVINGS EVENT 


MAY 10-19 

SAVE 10-50% 

on all things POOL! 


CHAMPLAIN 


ISQUR'C 


TENT SALE 

THE BIG ONE 

mffm BENNINGTON POTTERY • FURNITURE 
■■■■lilH GLASSWARE • TABLE LINENS • ACCESSORIES 

potters N RT> 

MAD SAVINGS IN THE TENT, PLUS 

20% OFF 

STOREWIDE 


zbxeze 


ilil.VI'TAAlin 


127 COLLEGE STREET, DOWNTOWN BURLINGTON 863-221 


MOVING? 


GET RID OF GOOD STUFF FREE 
AND TRASH FOR A FEE AT THE 


SPRING 

Move Out Project 


When 


Where 


What 


Thursday, May 23, 11-3 
e Burlington locations : 

• Loomis Street 

• Bradley Street 
Beds ‘Books ‘Bikes 

Clothes ‘Furniture 
Ki tchenware • and more ! 
Fees apply for trash (no TVs). 
For more info contact CSWD at 872-81 1 1 or UVM at 656-9405 

s 









NEW IN THEATERS 

THE HANGOVER PART III Bradley Cooper, Ed 
Helms and Zach Galirianakis become the Wolfpack 

— no weddings required. With Melissa McCarthy, 
Heather Graham and Ken Jeong. Todd Phillips 
directed. (100 min, R. Starts S/23 at Bijou, Capitol. 
Majestic. Stowe) 

STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS: Once again director 

joins the cast. With Chris Pine, Zachary Ouinto and 
Zoe Saldana. (132 min. PG-13. Big Picture. Bijou 
|3-D], Capitol [3-DJ. Essex |3-D|. Majestic |3-D|, 
Marquis |3-0], Palace (3-D). Paramount |3-D). Roxy 
1 3-D], 5towe. Sunset) 

NOW PLAYING 

(A Kn/ghtS Tale ) Helgeland directed. (128 min, 






(125min.R) 

THE CROODS*** in this animated family 

Your Dragon ) Sanders directed. (98 min. PG) 


M. (Step Up 3D ) Chu directed. 


IRON MAN 3***: Millionaire Tony Stark faces a 

Jr.. Gwyneth Paltrow. Guy Pearce. Rebecca Hall and 
Ben Kingsley. (135 min. PG-13) 

JACK THE GIANT SLAYER*l/2 Once upon a time. 

(Valkyrie) Singer directed. (114 min. PG-13) 
JURASSIC PARK 30: Sure, you’ve seen the kids 

Probably not, but Steven Spielbergs 1993 dino 

and Sam Neill. (127 min. PG-13) 

MUD**** Jeff (Take Shelter ) Nichols directed 





ratings 


OZ THE GREAT AND POWERFUL**l/2 The trend 


** = could've been worse, but not a lot 
*** = has its moments; so-so 
**** = smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as it gets 




tophatdj.com 

/ 



Disc Jockeys • Photobooths • Inflatables 

Weddings • Corporate Events • School Events 



READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 





OCMVERMONT.ORG 




= MOVIE CUPS = 


PAIN & GAIN **1/2 In the latest glistening. 

asses. With Rebel Wilson and Anthony Mackie. (129 


THE PLACE BEYOND THE PINES**** Ryan 



Gilles Bourdos directed. (112 min. R) 

THE SAPPHIRES*** Four young Australian 

Jessica Mauboy. (99 min. PG-13.) 

TYLER PERRY PRESENTS PEEPLES **1/2 Craig 

With Kerry Washington and David Alan Grier. (95 


NEW ON VIDEO 


(Run Lola Run) and Lana and Andy Wachowski (The 
Matrix) directed. (172 min, R) 


MOVIESYOU MISSED&MORE 


BY MARGOT HARRISON 


KUMARE 

This week In movies you missed: How hard 
is it to set yourself up as a guru? Relatively 
easy, this documentary reveals. (And, yeah, 
this one is on Netflix Instant and other 
streaming services.} 

D irector Vikram Gandhi is a third- 
generation Indian American who 
grew up in New Jersey. His parents 
schooled him in Hinduism, but he was 
skeptical of religion from an early age 
And, he says, every encounter with a guru, 
whether in the U.S. or in India, just made 
him more suspicious. Sure, these self-styled 
holy men were charismatic, but what made 
others follow them? Were they really giving 
any spiritual sustenance their followers 
couldn't give themselves? 

lifculture 

^^^■VERMONT ARTS NEWS + VIEWS 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture 






Experienced & Professional Seamstresses - Specializing in Formal & Bridal Wear 
General Alterations & Tailoring - Emboidery/Monograming 


WWW.SEWINGBASKETVT.COM 

325 N. Main St, Barre: 476-8389 • 168 River St, Montpelier: 778-9311 
159 Pearl St, Essex Junction: 878-7181 




SHOP 

LOCAL 

S&j^oaAow tin... SEVEN DAYS 



Graduate Program 
in Community Mental 
Health & Mental Health 
Counseling 

& 

3 

it 


Classes meet one weekend a month In Burlington, Vermont 

• Preparation for licensure as a mental health or professional counselor in 
New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont and other states 


Drop-in Session to Meet with an Advisor: 

Thursday, May 23, 4:30-6pm 

SNHU - VT Center Offices 

463 Mountain View Dr., Suite 101, Colchester 


Southern,^ 
New Hampshire 
University 


800.730.5542 | pcmhadmissions asnhu.edu | snhu.edu/pcmh 






fun stuff 


MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.28), CROSSWORD (P.C-S), & CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 


EDIEEVERETTE 



WHERE STANB OH THIS 

SQWTBeVIRSIAL flNB DIVISIVE 




LULU EIGHTBALL 



l t j(tMre'iou 

WHEN CPB80N O'OXIOE 

UCUELS r/KSID 100 PARTS 




1 ^ ^ 


|j|| 

1H 



Home Buying Seminar 

h + CPUEM HAVC Thursday, May 16, 6-8 p.m. 

nostea oy v lH I/AT j echo lake aquarium & science center 



RSVPby: NOON, THURSDAY, MAY 16 AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM OR 865-1020 x36 




Curses, Foiled Again 

Authorities charged Carolyn Janies, 

SS, with assaulting her 96-year-old 
mother in Dickson City, Pa., after a 
neighbor recorded James slapping the 
invalid woman on the back and neck, 
screaming obscenities and threaten- 
ing to break her arm. Mark Gruss told 
investigators he was testing webcams 
when he picked up a live feed from a 
webcam in James’s living room. James 
had installed the webcam herself so 
she could keep an eye on her mother. 
(Scranton’s Times-Tribime ) 

When Guns Are Outlawed 

A school in Suffolk, Va., suspended two 
second-grade boys for pointing pencils 
at each other and making gun noises. 
Citing the Suffolk Public Schools’ 
“zero-tolerance policy" when it comes 
to weapons, school official Bethanne 
Bradshaw explained, “A pencil is a 
weapon when it is pointed at someone 
in a threatening way and gun noises 
are made." (Portsmouth’s WAVY-TV) 

Who Needs a Limo? 

Authorities accused Audrey Ferguson, 
51, of calling ambulances at least 100 
times in the last seven years to get free 
rides to downtown Charleston, S.C. 
“We transport her to one of the area 
hospitals and then oftentimes before 


we can get our paperwork completed, 
she's signed out from the hospital and 
gone on to do other things,” Dorchester 
County EMS Director Doug Warren 
said. After her arrest for unlawful use 
of 911, Ferguson told a sheriff’s deputy 
she didn’t have a car and that her Med- 
icaid benefits paid for the ambulance 
rides. Her bill is more than $400,000, 
of which Medicaid pays only $425 
per trip, plus mileage. (Charleston’s 
WCSC-TV) 

Second- Amendment Follies 

Jerry Cusick, 53, a Washington County, 
Minn., sheriffs commander and 
firearms safety instructor, was shot 
by a hunter standing 15 to 30 yards 
away who mistook him for a turkey. 

He took about 50 BBs in his face, chest 
and arms. “I can see out of both of my 
eyes, and I walked out of it, so that’s a 
miracle," Cusick said. (St. Paul Pioneer 

Insisting that the Obama administra- 
tion is buying up bullets so they won’t 
be available to gun-toting citizens exer- 
cising their Second-Amendment rights, 
Oklahoma lawmakers Sen. James In- 
hofe and Rep. Frank Lucas introduced 
a bill that would ban federal agencies, 
excluding the Defense Department, 
from buying more ammunition during 
a six-month period if it currently pos- 


sesses more than its monthly averages 
during the George W. Bush administra- 
tion. Not only does the administration 
deny this conspiracy, but so does the 
National Rifle Association, which said 
such claims are designed to "stir up 
fear.” (Talking Points Memo) 

Michele Wanko, 42, had been drinking 
vodka and lemonade with her husband, 
William C. Wanko, 43, for about six 
hours when she asked him to show 
her how to shoot a handgun in case 
someone attempted to break into the 
house, according to police in Delaware 
County, Pa. He obliged and died of a 
gunshot wound to the chest “It was a 
recipe for disaster,” Police Chief John 
Egan said after Michele Wanko was 
charged in the fatal shooting, "mixing 
guns and alcohol.” (Delaware County’s 
Daily Times ) 

In-Flight Snacks Add Up 

Samoa Airlines implemented a new 
fare schedule based on weight. The 
rates range from $1 a kilogram — for 
the weight of passengers and their bags 
— on short domestic flights to $4.16 
per kilogram for travel from Samoa 
to American Samoa. “People have 
always traveled on the basis of their 
seat, but as many airline operators 
know, airlines don’t run on seats, they 
run on weight,” Chief Executive Chris 


Langton said. "Anyone who travels at 
times has felt they have been paying 
for half of the passenger next to them.” 
He noted there’s no separate charge for 
excess baggage, explaining, “It’s just a 
kilo is a kilo is a kilo.” (ABC News) 

Coin of the Realm 

America’s underworld values Tide de- 
tergent. Not to launder clothes or even 
money, but to be money. Police nation- 
wide have reported a spike in thefts of 
the leading brand, which sells for up 
to $20 for a large bottle in stores. High 
demand makes it easy to resell and rel- 
atively low risk to criminals, according 
to Robert McCrie, a professor at New 
York’s John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. Laundry detergent is generally 
used for its intended purpose, authori- 
ties said, with many thieves selling 
it on the street at cut-rate prices, 
sometimes outside coin-operated 
laundries. Police in Prince George's 
County, Md., reported that drug deal- 
ers there encourage their customers 
to pay with shoplifted Tide instead of 
cash. In neighboring Washington, D.C., 
some CVS drug stores attach electronic 
anti-theft tags to bottles, and one store 
in a well-to-do neighborhood keeps 
Tide locked up behind glass. (Associ- 
ated Press) 
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tEDr All 

A PENTAGON STUDY FINDS 2.6,000 SEXUAL ASSAULTS/YEAR IN THE 
MILITARY- OH, AND THEIR TO? USAF OFFICER FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT WAS 
ARRESTED FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT. 



RED MEAT soft soap for hard tins., f^TcSnSon 




THIS M«BhKH W#ILH 


YOU SEE, WE'VE AIL BEEN ASLEEP 
FOR TEN YEARS! AND ALSO DIS- 
TRACTED BY WORLD EVENTS! WE 
WERE READING NEWSPAPERS IN OUR 
SLEEP — AND NOT PAYING ATTEN- 
TION! AND MEANWHILE, THE 
PLUMBING CHANGED! 



THINK MAN! EVERYONE IS CON- 
STANTLY TWEETING AND TEXTING- - 
OR AS X CALL it, NEXTING! 


PEOPLE ARE TALKING To EACH 
OTHER EVERYWHERE— WITH THEIR 
FINGERS'. ITS A DIGITAL 
REVOLUTION. 1 



IT'S ALSO A TELLOW REVOLUTION-- 
AS IN YELLOW PAGES! BECAUSE 
OUR FINGERS ARE DOING THE 
WALKING— ACROSS ALL THOSE 
SCREENS! WHICH ARE FLAT! 
LIKE THE WORLD! AND MY 1005 
BESTSELLER! 


SEE? I T'S ALL HYPERCONNECTIFIED.' 



by TOM TOMORROW 

EXACTLV AND THE WORLD WENT 
FROM CONNECTED TO H TPER -CON- 
NECTED! FROM LOCAL TO HI PER - 
LOCAL! FROM VENTILATED T* 
HTPER -VENTILATED ! 


IN THE NEXT NEW ECONOMY, 
BUZZWORDS WILL BE CURRENCY— 
LIKE CIGARETTES IN PRISON! 
AND WE ALL NEED TO KEEP A 
STASH UNDER OUR BUNK! 



SORRY, GOTTA RUN. I'VE GOT AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH A CAB DRIVER 

IN MUMBAI! 



LISTKLES ARE THE g 

NEW INDUSTRIAL “ 
MANUFACTURINGS. - ... 

BASE! 


Id 1 [MU 


TA/^ES KOCHALKA 






' FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 



Taurus 

(April 20-May 20): 

You have arrived at the edge of 
reality. Or rather, to be precise, 
you have arrived at the edge 
of what you think of as reality. 
Here’s where things could get 
very interesting. Just on the other 
side of that edge you're brushing 
up against, there is much, much 
more reality — a vast territory you 
have barely imagined, let alone 
believed in or explored. Are you 
feeling brave? If you’re willing 
to find out about stuff you didn’t 
even realize you would love to 
experience, I suggest you slip 
across the border and wander 
around on the other side. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the alternate 
universe created by Marvel comic books, there 
is a mutant superhero called Squirrel Girl. 
She has the magic power to summon hordes 
of cute, furry squirrels. Under her guidance, 




id guy st 


tling and disable him with their thousands 
of tiny chomps and thrashing tails. She and 
her rodent allies have defeated such arch- 
villains as Dr. Doom, Deadpool, Baron Mordo 
and Ego the Livi ng Planet. Let's make her your 
role model for the coming weeks. Aries. The 
cumulative force of many small things will be 
the key to your victories. As in Squirrel Girl's 
case, your adversaries' overconfidence may 
also be a factor. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A character in 
Neil GaimanS graphic novel A Game of You 
delivers this speech: "Everybody has a secret 
world inside of them ... No matter how dull 
and boring they are on the outside, inside 
them they've all got unimaginable, magnifi- 
cent wonderful, stupid worlds. Not just one 
world. Hundreds of them." As a Gemini, you 
are not of course, dull and boring on the 
outside. That may have something to do with 
why your secret inner worlds are often even 
frothier and sparklier than most people's. But 
lately, I'm afraid, some of those secret inner 
worlds of yours have gotten a bit shabby 
and dank. Its time for a deep cleansing. To 
be thorough, don't just wash your own brain. 
Wash your wild heart and funky soul, too. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): "You begin 
saving the world by saving one person at a 
time," said writer Charles Bukowski. "All else 
is grandiose romanticism or politics." I invite 
you to make that thought one of your guid- 
ing principles In the coming week. Cancerian. 
Translate your high ideals into actions that 
make a practical impact on particular human 
beings and animals. Instead of merely talking 
about what good things you want to do, actu- 


LEO (July23-Aug.22): If you were a fledgling 
savior, now would be a propitious moment to 
begin your messianic mission. If you were a 
musician hoping to leap to the next level of 
career success, this would be prime time to 
plan an extensive tour. If you were the inven- 
tor of the Next Big Thing, I'd suggest that you 
get your marketing campaign in gear. And if 
none of those descriptions fits your personal 
situation, regard them as apt metaphors for 
your use. How can you spread the word about 
whafs most important to you? 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): As front man of 
the band Queen. Virgo singer Freddie Mercury 
made use of his four-octave range with flam- 
boyant showmanship and breathtaking tech- 
nique. Many critics regard him as one of the 
greatest vocalists in the history of pop music. 
Freddie joked that he was perfect except for 
one glaring flaw: his overbite. Because he 
had four extra teeth in his upper mouth, his 


top jaw protruded. But he chose not to alter 
his appearance with surgery because he 
suspected it might change his singing voice 
in unpredictable ways. Is there a comparable 
situation in your own life, Virgo? A so-called 
imperfection that seems to be entwined 
with a beautiful asset? I urge you t 
Freddie. Accept the paradox — er 


LIBRA (Sept 23-0ct. 22): The 14th-century 
poet Dante was a major influence on 20th- 
century novelist James Joyce. "I love Dante," 
wrote the author of the epic novel Ulysses. 
"He is my spiritual food," And yet Joyce felt he 
had to absorb Dante in small doses. "Dante 
tires one quickly," he said. 'It is as if one were 
to look at the sun." Is there any influence like 
that in your own life. Libra? Judging from the 
astrological omens, I'm guessing its a fine 
time for you to get as much sustained expo- 
sure to that glorious source as you can bear. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23-Nov. 21): Greek poet 
Sappho was renowned in antiquity. The nine 
books she wrote were so esteemed that the 
historian Strabo wrote, "in this whole span 
of recorded time we know of no woman to 
challenge her as a poet even in the slight- 
est degree." And yet little of Sappho's work 
survives. As of 2004 there were just 264 frag- 
ments and three complete poems. But then a 
fourth complete poem emerged. Its text was 
written on papyrus that had been wrapped 
in the casing of an Egyptian mummy. The 
mummy had been stored for years in a 
backroom at Cologne University in Germany 


sure. Your assignment Scorpio, is to seek an 
equivalent recovery. Search for a part of the 
past that's still beautiful and useful, even if 
that quest leads you to unlikely and obscure 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): When I 
turn my psychic attention in your direction, I 
smell smoldering smoke. Here's how I inter- 
pret that: Your internal Tire is burning with 
less than maximum efficiency. Do you agree, 
Sagittarius? If so. do you know why that might 
be? Did you not provide enough kindling? Is 
the wood too green? Is the ground wet? I urge 
you to find out what the problem Is, You cant 
afford to have sputtering flames and sooty 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Very few of 
us are completely uninhibited about express- 
ing who we really are. Most everyone is shy 
about revealing at least one facet of his or her 
identity. Why? Maybe because we're afraid 
that people will judge us harshly for being 
different from what they think we should be. 
Or maybe our secret side is at odds with our 
self-image, and we hesitate to acknowledge 
it even to ourselves. What is this part of you, 
Capricorn? In what sense are you still in the 
closet about a truth or quality or event that's 
central to your character? I urge you to have a 
conversation with yourself about it. You aren't 
necessarily ready to tell the whole world 
about it. but now might be the right time to 
start considering the possibility that you can 
give it more room to play. 

AQUARIUS Uan. 20-Feb. 18): I absolutely 
forbid you to be a slave of happiness, a victim 
of pleasure or a prisoner of love. Wait. Sorry. 
I take that back. What gives me the right to 
forbid you from doing anything? It's your life. 
You're the boss. So let me reframe my previ- 
ous advice. Dear Aquarius. I beg you not to be 
a slave of happiness, a victim of pleasure, or 
a prisoner of love. None of the good things in 
life will give you what you need if you make 
yourself crazy or sick while pursuing them. 
That'S the cautionary news. The encouraging 
news is that in the next five weeks, I think you 
will have a knack for cultivating a graceful re- 
lationship with happiness, pleasure and love. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Dont be like 
the ducks that are floating on Phoenix Lake a 
short distance from where I'm sitting. They're 
feeding entirely on the surface, happy to skim 
a few insects from the top of the placid waters 
they're drifting on. No. Pisces, be more like 
the frogs that are diving to probe for morsels 
down below. This is a phase of your astrologi- 
cal cycle when the quest for more variety can 
deepen your perspective and provide better 
nourishment 


B BREZSNYS EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & 


T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 


SPECIAL SUMMER SIZZLER 




Hurry offer ends 5/31/13! 


marketplace 
fitness 

29 Church St., Buffington, VT 0640! • 802-651-8773 

www.marketplacefltness.com 



BE SOCIAL, 
JOIN THE 
CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, 
meet new people and win things 
— doesn't everyone? Sign up to get 
insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


LIKE/FAN/STALK IIS 

sevendays.socialclub 


n 




SEVEN DAYS 


ffiRSWIRIS 


Introducing: 

Vermonters 


For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 
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EDIt ED for co NtENt 


CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I see photos of 

this person online. 
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traveling. Neworld2000. 54. CD 
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I KNoW You'r E out th Er E 

(finally), good guy. pepelepewB175. 46 

DEpENDABI E. I EADEr. SoclAI, 
r ESpEct ED, SmArt 

Hello! 2013 has changed mein a 

to have my own. 802golfer. 34. CD 



SASSY INt Ell Ectu Al S EEKS compl EmENt 

smart, compassionate english professor seeks companion, 
complement and potential life partner. I am highly intuitive and 
empathic. I like to read, write and kick around the house but also 
love time with my friends. I'm interested in exploring alternative 
spiritual practices (tarot, yoga, meditation] and seek a partner 
who is interested in the same, are you up to the challenge? 
Writer_r eader, Women seeking men. 38 

people always tell me I'm... an old soul, although I look young! 


pArt NErfor ADVENtur ES 

playing sports. Vtl ife333. 28. □ 
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os I do. stevenjohnl962. SC 
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For groups, BDsM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 
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things with. I would say I am pretty 
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Simpl E NAtur E-io VEr 

this world. Dream888. 54. Q 
iNSAti Abl E I u St 

Do You NEED A SpANkiNg? 


f uN-l oViNg hot NESS 

SEEkiNg thir D 

35 Her fit sexy, beautiful. 37. We're 


hor NY AND mArri ED iSo NSA 

both, let's talk. Body style/looks not 


hot, ExpErim ENtAI, NSA, hor NY, fu N 




com E h AVE SomE fu N 


go from there. TTY s . jandp8. 29 






mistress 

maeve 


% 


I've had. shall we say. a "colorful" sexual history. I 
started having sex at 17 and haven't stopped. Now 
I'm a 30-something woman who has experienced 
everything from BDSM to threesomes. I am proud of 
my rich sex history and don't regret a single act of 
it. That said, I now find myself falling for a man who 
is my sexual polar opposite. He has had a handful 
of long-term sexual partners, whereas I have had 
myriad one-offs and casual flings. I know that he’s 
open-minded (and extremely good in bed), but I cant 
help but feel a little nervous to tell him the actual 
number of partners I've had. He's Midwestern, for 
God’s sake! 

When this question arises, how do I handle it? If I 
refuse to tell him, I feel like I’m forsaking my feminist 
identity as a sex-positive woman. If I tell him, I worry 
he'll feel intimidated and inadvertently sabotage the 
good thing we have going. 



r elationship Virgin 

TWRlj 

Kudos to you for relinquishing your relationship 
V-card — and to a nice Midwestern boy! 

It doesn’t surprise me that he's good in bed 
— sometimes quality, not quantity, can make the 
best lovers. With your combined experience, you 
two make a power couple in the bedroom. You 
bring the benefits of having numerous partners 
and adventures, and he brings the advantages of 
keeping a select few partners satisfied long term. 

When the time comes, be honest about your 
sexual history without rattling off every detail — 
keeping some things private does not revoke your 
membership to the sex-positive feminist club. If he 
asks you for specific numbers, try something like. 

"It’s never been important to me to keep a tally. It 
seems I've had more lovers than you, but I'm more 
interested in our current chemistry than I am about 
our past partners." 

If you sense him becoming uncomfortable, 
reinforce your feelings for him — let him know 
you're falling for him and that you’re invested in the 
relationship. Suggest that you both get a clean bill 
of health from your medical providers and seal the 
deal on this Midwestern romance. Remember, if he's 
going to sabotage your relationship out of some self- 
righteous moral bullshit, orfeelings of inadequacy, 
he's not right for you. 



* 


Need advice? 

email me atmistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 
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HI W II If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


Northern 

Lights 

MENTION THIS AD 

& RECEIVE 

10% OFF 


FREE 

RAFFLE 

Sign Up to WIN A $200 PRIZE 


CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, these 
people read Seven Days — 
you already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 2000 local 
singles with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your own 
profile online. Don’t worry, 
you'll be in good company, 

a See photos of 







THIS SATURDAY NIGHT! 


SINGLE? TAKEN 
NOT SURE? 

JOIN US FOR A TOTALLY AWESOME NIGHT OF 
FUN AND FLIRTING, '80s STYLE! HERE'S THE 411: 


SEVEN DAYS pERSNWS 


HOW IT WORKS 

Wear one of the Stop 
Light colors to indicate 
your relationship status. 


Or just "accessorize" 
with the appropriate 
color. Seven Days will 
have items to help show 
your “colors" as well. 


SAT., MAY 18 

HIGHERGROUND 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 
7:30 p.m. ’til the lights go out... 
RSVP online to win gift certificates 
from our sponsors. 


danform shoes 


ENTERTAINMENT BY: 

8 p.m. SILVER TRICK 

(featuring Josh Panda & friends) 

9:30 p.m. DJ LLU ('80s dance party) 


v_ 

USE CAUTION 

(it's complicated), 
but still open to 
advances... 


and looking 
for love! 



American Apparel is 
Sweatshop-Free. 


We emphasize this because it actually makes a difference. While we always want you to choose American Apparel 
because you love the product, we also want you to feel good about where it’s from. 

Thousands of industrial workers making our clothing at our state-of-the-art factory in downtown Los Angeles earn 
an average of $12/hour, plus medical and other comprehensive benefits for themselves and their families. Many 
highly skilled sewers earn upwards of $30,000 per year, which is in sharp contrast to the 20c/hour wages commonly 
found at factories in Bangladesh. Our manufacturing employees work alongside our designers, IT, retail, finance and 
administrative employees, all under one roof where they are able to collaborate together to sculpt a sustainable 
business model that doesn’t rely on exploitation. It is critical for us to know the faces of our workers, many of whom 
have been with our company since we began manufacturing in Los Angeles over fifteen years ago. 

Making clothing responsibly in America requires risk taking and long-term investment— we think it’s well worth it. 
The apparel industry’s relentless and blind pursuit of the lowest possible wages cannot be sustained over time, 
ethically or fiscally. As labor and transportation costs increase worldwide, exploitation will not only be morally 
offensive and dated, it will not even be financially viable. On behalf of the employees of American Apparel and 
myself, I would like to thank you for your support as we continue to demonstrate that ethical manufacturing is possible. 



Dov Charney, CEO 


American Apparel 


Made in Los Angeles. To learn more about our company, 
Garment making. to shop online, and to find all store 

That’s what we do. locations, visit our web site. 

Sweatshop-Free. americanapparel.net 

That’s American Apparel. 


